STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Tuesday, May 12, 2026
THE COMMITTEE ON dJudiciary
to which was referred HB 1124

AN ACT relative to the right to compute.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
BE REFERRED TO INTERIM STUDY

BY A VOTE OF:  5-0

Senator Debra Altschiller
For the Committee

House Bill 1124 as introduced creates a statutory right to privately own and use computational
resources for lawful purposes and prohibits government entities from restricting such use unless
narrowly tailored to serve a compelling government interest. The bill defines computational
resources to include hardware, software, networks, cryptography, machine learning, and related
technologies. The Committee raised concerns about the bill’s broad language of placing all aspects of
computing as speech under the first amendment. The Committee felt that the standard of a
“compelling government interest” could create unintended consequences for enforcement of existing
laws, municipal zoning authority, consumer protection statutes, and regulation of data centers and
other infrastructure-related impacts.
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JUDICIARY

HB 1124, relative to the right to compute.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0.

Senator Debra Altschiller for the committee.

House Bill 1124 as introduced creates a statutory right to privately own and use computational
resources for lawful purposes and prohibits government entities from restricting such use unless
narrowly tailored to serve a compelling government interest. The bill defines computational
resources to include hardware, software, networks, cryptography, machine learning, and related
technologies. The Committee raised concerns about the bill’s broad language of placing all
aspects of computing as speech under the first amendment. The Committee felt that the
standard of a “compelling government interest” could create unintended consequences for
enforcement of existing laws, municipal zoning authority, consumer protection statutes, and
regulation of data centers and other infrastructure-related impacts.



