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THE COMMITTEE ON Finance

to which was referred HB 661-FN

AN ACT relative to the department of health and human
services management of social security payments,
supplemental security income payments, and
veterans benefits for children in foster care.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill

OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

BY A VOTE OF: 7-0

AMENDMENT # 2026-1854s

Senator Cindy Rosenwald
For the Committee

This bill establishes requirements for the management of federal benefits received by
dependent children in the custody of the Department of Health and Human Services. It
provides for appointment of a representative payee, which may be the Department if no
other suitable candidate is available. HB 661-FN directs the Department to adopt
procedures regarding the establishment of Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE)
savings accounts for dependent children for whom the Department is representative payee.
The Senate Finance Committee amended the bill to establish a phase-in schedule for the
percentage of benefits conserved on behalf of the child beginning July 1, 2028. As amended
by Senate Finance, HB 661-FN also authorizes the Department to request additional funds
from the Joint Legislative Fiscal Committee in establishing the ABLE accounts.
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FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

FINANCE
HB 661-FN, relative to the department of health and human services management of social security
payments, supplemental security income payments, and veterans benefits for children in foster care.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 7-0.
Senator Cindy Rosenwald for the committee.

This bill establishes requirements for the management of federal benefits received by
dependent children in the custody of the Department of Health and Human Services. It
provides for appointment of a representative payee, which may be the Department if no
other suitable candidate is available. HB 661-FN directs the Department to adopt
procedures regarding the establishment of Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE)
savings accounts for dependent children for whom the Department is representative
payee. The Senate Finance Committee amended the bill to establish a phase-in
schedule for the percentage of benefits conserved on behalf of the child beginning July 1,
2028. As amended by Senate Finance, HB 661-FN also authorizes the Department to
request additional funds from the Joint Legislative Fiscal Committee in establishing the
ABLE accounts.


