STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Thursday, April 30, 2026
THE COMMITTEE ON dJudiciary
to which was referred HB 1422

AN ACT relative to the time to petition for a new trial.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS

BY A VOTE OF:  5-0

Senator Tara Reardon
For the Committee

House Bill 1422, as amended by the House, extends the time to petition for a new trial by creating
an exception to the 3-year filing limit in criminal cases where the petitioner alleges newly discovered
evidence and actual innocence, including evidence based on new forensic testing or scientific
developments. The bill establishes procedures for courts to review such petitions, including a prima
facie screening and appointment of counsel for indigent petitioners, and requires the state to
reactivate victim services during the proceedings.
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HB 1422, relative to the time to petition for a new trial.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0.

Senator Tara Reardon for the committee.

House Bill 1422, as amended by the House, extends the time to petition for a new trial by
creating an exception to the 3-year filing limit in criminal cases where the petitioner alleges
newly discovered evidence and actual innocence, including evidence based on new forensic
testing or scientific developments. The bill establishes procedures for courts to review such
petitions, including a prima facie screening and appointment of counsel for indigent petitioners,
and requires the state to reactivate victim services during the proceedings.



