STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Wednesday, April 29, 2026
THE COMMITTEE ON Commerce
to which was referred HB 1540
AN ACT relative to municipal health ordinances and
accessory dwelling units.
Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS

BY AVOTE OF:  5-0

Senator Denise Ricciardi
For the Committee

This bill would clarify that municipalities retain authority to enforce local health ordinances related
to septic safety and maintenance when regulating accessory dwelling units. The economy and
businesses in lake communities depend on water quality. Properly functioning septic systems are
important, and when systems are overloaded or fail, excess nutrients can lead to cyanobacteria
blooms.
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FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

COMMERCE

HB 1540, relative to municipal health ordinances and accessory dwelling units.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0.

Senator Denise Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill would clarify that municipalities retain authority to enforce local health ordinances
related to septic safety and maintenance when regulating accessory dwelling units. The economy
and businesses in lake communities depend on water quality. Properly functioning septic
systems are important, and when systems are overloaded or fail, excess nutrients can lead to
cyanobacteria blooms.



