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THE COMMITTEE ON Judiciary

to which was referred HB 1788-FN

AN ACT holding state contracts with DEI provisions to be
void as a matter of law and establishing a right of
action for citizens where public entities or state
agencies engage with contracts with DEI
provisions.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill

BE REFERRED TO INTERIM STUDY

BY A VOTE OF: 5-0

Senator Tara Reardon
For the Committee

House Bill 1788-FN, as amended by the House, voids state and local contracts containing diversity,
equity, and inclusion (DEI) provisions and establishes a private right of action allowing citizens to
sue public entities for violations or failure to investigate such contracts. The Committee recommends
the bill for Interim Study after raising concerns about potential conflicts with federal law and
existing legal requirements, the breadth of standing allowing any citizen to initiate litigation,
separation of powers questions related to requiring courts to void contracts, and the potential for
increased litigation, administrative burden, and uncertainty for state agencies and municipalities,
warranting further review.
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FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

JUDICIARY
HB 1788-FN, holding state contracts with DEI provisions to be void as a matter of law and
establishing a right of action for citizens where public entities or state agencies engage with
contracts with DEI provisions.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0.
Senator Tara Reardon for the committee.

House Bill 1788-FN, as amended by the House, voids state and local contracts containing
diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) provisions and establishes a private right of action
allowing citizens to sue public entities for violations or failure to investigate such contracts. The
Committee recommends the bill for Interim Study after raising concerns about potential conflicts
with federal law and existing legal requirements, the breadth of standing allowing any citizen to
initiate litigation, separation of powers questions related to requiring courts to void contracts,
and the potential for increased litigation, administrative burden, and uncertainty for state
agencies and municipalities, warranting further review.


