STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Tuesday, March 31, 2026
THE COMMITTEE ON Election Law and Municipal Affairs
to which was referred HB 1272
AN ACT providing an option for each candidate's party

affiliations to be printed on the town or school
district ballot.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
IS INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

BY AVOTE OF: 4-0

Senator Pat Long
For the Committee

HB 1272 would enable municipalities or school districts to decide whether to adopt
partisan town or school elections. If a municipality decides to adopt this option,
candidates would then have the option to display their party affiliation next to their
names on the ballot. RSA 669:12 already authorizes municipalities to implement
partisan elections if they choose to do so, and voters may access the voter checklist
to verify any candidate's party. Therefore, the committee considers this bill
unnecessary and recommends Inexpedient to Legislate.
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HB 1272, providing an option for each candidate's party affiliations to be printed on the town or
school district ballot.

Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 4-0.

Senator Pat Long for the committee.

HB 1272 would enable municipalities or school districts to decide whether to adopt
partisan town or school elections. If a municipality decides to adopt this option,
candidates would then have the option to display their party affiliation next to their
names on the ballot. RSA 669:12 already authorizes municipalities to implement
partisan elections if they choose to do so, and voters may access the voter checklist
to verify any candidate's party. Therefore, the committee considers this bill
unnecessary and recommends Inexpedient to Legislate.



