STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Thursday, March 19, 2026
THE COMMITTEE ON Executive Departments and Administration
to which was referred HB 1204

AN ACT relative to the grading and use of timber grown in
New Hampshire.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS

BY AVOTE OF: 4-0

Senator Debra Altschiller
For the Committee

HB 1204 finds that wood density should be a latitudinal demarcation rather than
an arbitrary designation of density based upon political borders. Viewed as latitude,
New Hampshire encompasses 42 degrees, 40 minutes north up to 45 degrees, 18
minutes. Timber harvested to produce building lumber between the latitude of 43
degrees, 45 minutes, 18 seconds north to 45 degrees, 18 minutes north warrants the
same density demarcation as Canadian SPF (spruce-pine-fir) unless otherwise
designated by a licensed architect or structural engineer. It also amends the state
building code to allow New Hampshire SPFS (spruce-pine-fur-south) lumber to be
used when SPF is specified. The legislation does not prohibit the use of SPF lumber
and does not prevent a licensed architect or engineer from specifying higher
strength materials if needed.
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FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

HB 1204, relative to the grading and use of timber grown in New Hampshire.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0.

Senator Debra Altschiller for the committee.

HB 1204 finds that wood density should be a latitudinal demarcation rather than
an arbitrary designation of density based upon political borders. Viewed as latitude,
New Hampshire encompasses 42 degrees, 40 minutes north up to 45 degrees, 18
minutes. Timber harvested to produce building lumber between the latitude of 43
degrees, 45 minutes, 18 seconds north to 45 degrees, 18 minutes north warrants the
same density demarcation as Canadian SPF (spruce-pine-fir) unless otherwise
designated by a licensed architect or structural engineer. It also amends the state
building code to allow New Hampshire SPFS (spruce-pine-fur-south) lumber to be
used when SPF is specified. The legislation does not prohibit the use of SPF lumber
and does not prevent a licensed architect or engineer from specifying higher
strength materials if needed.



