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THE COMMITTEE ON Health and Human Services

to which was referred SB 613

AN ACT relative to licensing requirements for health care
facilities established within a 15 mile radius of a
critical access hospital.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill

OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

BY A VOTE OF: 5-0

AMENDMENT # 2026-1177s

Senator Suzanne Prentiss
For the Committee

This bill requires a health care facility to provide certified, written notice to a
critical access hospital if the facility will be located within a 15 mile radius of the
critical access hospital. This effort recognizes that critical access hospitals are a
lifeline for rural communities and protects access to care in those communities. A
committee amendment has been adopted to emphasize patient safety and continuity
of care by establishing standards for the transfer of patients from freestanding
hospital emergency facilities to acute care hospitals.
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FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 613, relative to licensing requirements for health care facilities established within a 15 mile
radius of a critical access hospital.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0.
Senator Suzanne Prentiss for the committee.

This bill requires a health care facility to provide certified, written notice to a
critical access hospital if the facility will be located within a 15 mile radius of the
critical access hospital. This effort recognizes that critical access hospitals are a
lifeline for rural communities and protects access to care in those communities.
A committee amendment has been adopted to emphasize patient safety and
continuity of care by establishing standards for the transfer of patients from
freestanding hospital emergency facilities to acute care hospitals.


