STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Thursday, February 12, 2026
THE COMMITTEE ON Health and Human Services
to which was referred HB 349-FN
AN ACT relative to the practice of optometry and

authorization to perform ophthalmic laser
procedures.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS

BY AVOTE OF:  5-0

Senator David Rochefort
For the Committee

This bill authorizes optometrists who meet criteria established by the Board of
Registration in Optometry to perform certain ophthalmic laser procedures. This bill
is intended to expand access to eye care for New Hampshire residents and contains
guardrails to ensure that optometrists prove and maintain competence to perform
these three ophthalmic laser procedures.
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HB 349-FN, relative to the practice of optometry and authorization to perform ophthalmic laser
procedures.

Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0.

Senator David Rochefort for the committee.

This bill authorizes optometrists who meet criteria established by the Board of
Registration in Optometry to perform certain ophthalmic laser procedures. This
bill is intended to expand access to eye care for New Hampshire residents and
contains guardrails to ensure that optometrists prove and maintain competence
to perform these three ophthalmic laser procedures.



