STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Thursday, February 12, 2026
THE COMMITTEE ON Health and Human Services
to which was referred SB 501

AN ACT relative to authorization of seclusion or restraint
during a personal safety emergency by a physician,
physician associate, or advanced practice registered
nurse.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS

BY AVOTE OF:  5-0

Senator Suzanne Prentiss
For the Committee

This bill is a request of the Department of Health and Human Services. It
authorizes a physician, physician associate, or advanced practice registered nurse
to order seclusion or restraint during a personal safety emergency at New
Hampshire Hospital and other designated receiving facilities. This is a technical
change to existing law, broadening the group of providers who can order these
important safety measures in necessary situations.
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HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

SB 501, relative to authorization of seclusion or restraint during a personal safety emergency by a
physician, physician associate, or advanced practice registered nurse.

Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0.

Senator Suzanne Prentiss for the committee.

This bill is a request of the Department of Health and Human Services. It
authorizes a physician, physician associate, or advanced practice registered
nurse to order seclusion or restraint during a personal safety emergency at New
Hampshire Hospital and other designated receiving facilities. This is a technical
change to existing law, broadening the group of providers who can order these
important safety measures in necessary situations.



