STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Wednesday, February 11, 2026
THE COMMITTEE ON Executive Departments and Administration
to which was referred SB 573
AN ACT establishing certification standards for facility

comfort dogs.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
BY AVOTE OF:  5-0

AMENDMENT # 2026-0683s

Senator Howard Pearl
For the Committee

SB 573 establishes certification standards for facility comfort dogs, facility comfort
dog handlers, and facility comfort dog handling teams. The amendment revises the
chapter’s title, modifies the applicable time requirements, provides more detailed
training standards, requires that facility comfort dogs be owned by facilities, and
mandates that a veterinarian determines whether a facility-owned comfort dog
should be spayed or neutered.

Ben Mickens 271-1403



FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

SB 573, establishing certification standards for facility comfort dogs.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0.

Senator Howard Pearl for the committee.

SB 573 establishes certification standards for facility comfort dogs, facility
comfort dog handlers, and facility comfort dog handling teams. The amendment
revises the chapter’s title, modifies the applicable time requirements, provides
more detailed training standards, requires that facility comfort dogs be owned
by facilities, and mandates that a veterinarian determines whether a facility-
owned comfort dog should be spayed or neutered.



