STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Thursday, January 29, 2026
THE COMMITTEE ON Commerce
to which was referred SB 440

AN ACT relative to the adoption of energy efficient and
clean energy districts by municipalities.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
BY AVOTE OF:  5-0

AMENDMENT # 2026-0353s

Senator Denise Ricciardi
For the Committee

This bill would modify the requirements for adoption of energy efficient and clean energy districts,
also known as C-PACER, by municipalities. Last session, the Legislature modified the C-PACER
statute to help streamline funding to enable the construction of commercial and multi-family
housing developments. With its passage, however, only cities and communities with charters could
opt in through their town or city council. The Committee Amendment clarified that municipalities
could opt in through a select board hearing rather than wait for the annual town meeting. It also
clarified notice requirements for meetings, the process for municipalities to opt out, and that county
commissioners in unincorporated areas could opt in on their behalf.
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SB 440, relative to the adoption of energy efficient and clean energy districts by municipalities.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0.

Senator Denise Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill would modify the requirements for adoption of energy efficient and clean energy
districts, also known as C-PACER, by municipalities. Last session, the Legislature modified the
C-PACER statute to help streamline funding to enable the construction of commercial and multi-
family housing developments. With its passage, however, only cities and communities with
charters could opt in through their town or city council. The Committee Amendment clarified
that municipalities could opt in through a select board hearing rather than wait for the annual
town meeting. It also clarified notice requirements for meetings, the process for municipalities to
opt out, and that county commissioners in unincorporated areas could opt in on their behalf.



