REGULAR CALENDAR

March 11, 2025

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Election Law to

which was referred HB 356,

AN ACT enabling school districts to adopt partisan
school district elections. Having considered the same,
report the same with the following amendment, and the
recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH

AMENDMENT.

Rep. Robert Wherry

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Commuittee: Election Law

Bill Number: HB 356

Title: enabling school districts to adopt partisan
school district elections.

Date: March 11, 2025

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2025-0619h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill enables the establishment of a partisan ballot system for school district elections as a
means of increasing voter engagement. This enabling legislation does not mandate partisan
elections. Instead, the bill allows school districts to adopt a partisan ballot system if the voters
choose to do so. If the voters choose this approach, the partisan ballot system will provide additional
information on the school district elections to the voters, which should increase voter awareness and
voter turnout. The bill also provides appropriate methods for adopting and rescinding the partisan
ballot system. The amendment amends the 91-A provisions to allow for caucus meetings between
the school district elected members of the same political party.

Vote 10-7.

Rep. Robert Wherry
FOR THE MAJORITY

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




REGULAR CALENDAR

Election Law

HB 356, enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections. MAJORITY: OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Robert Wherry for the Majority of Election Law. This bill enables the
establishment of a partisan ballot system for school district elections as a means of increasing voter
engagement. This enabling legislation does not mandate partisan elections. Instead, the bill allows
school districts to adopt a partisan ballot system if the voters choose to do so. If the voters choose
this approach, the partisan ballot system will provide additional information on the school district
elections to the voters, which should increase voter awareness and voter turnout. The bill also
provides appropriate methods for adopting and rescinding the partisan ballot system. The
amendment amends the 91-A provisions to allow for caucus meetings between the school district

elected members of the same political party. Vote 10-7.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



REGULAR CALENDAR

March 11, 2025

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Election Law to

which was referred HB 356,

AN ACT enabling school districts to adopt partisan
school district elections. Having considered the same,
and being unable to agree with the Majority, report
with the following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. James Newsom

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Election Law

Bill Number: HB 356

Title: enabling school districts to adopt partisan

school district elections.

Date: | March 11, 2025

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
STATEMENT OF INTENT

Many bills have been said to be a solution in search of a problem and this is another one. It seeks to
enable school district elections to become partisan elections. The committee heard zero testimony in
support of it. We heard no constituents asking for this change. Towns and cities already have this
partisan option for local elections, and we heard testimony that only 1 city has gone this way.
Arguments in favor include that this bill acknowledges the reality that these elections are already
partisan, or that it will be easier for a voter to decide who to vote for based on party affiliation rather
than the person behind the name. These arguments ignore the importance of community unity and
the need for less vitriol at local levels. As for the potential argument that voter turnout will
increase, that is pure speculation with no actual proof other than absolute conjecture. With no
known constituent interest in this bill, and a whopping 2% support in online testimony, the minority
suggests the representatives give the people of NH what they are not asking for and achieve this
with a vote of Inexpedient to Legislate on this bill.

Rep. James Newsom
FOR THE MINORITY

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




REGULAR CALENDAR

Election Law

HB 356, enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. James Newsom for the Minority of Election Law. Many bills have been said to be a solution in
search of a problem and this is another one. It seeks to enable school district elections to become
partisan elections. The committee heard zero testimony in support of it. We heard no constituents
asking for this change. Towns and cities already have this partisan option for local elections, and we
heard testimony that only 1 city has gone this way. Arguments in favor include that this bill
acknowledges the reality that these elections are already partisan, or that it will be easier for a voter
to decide who to vote for based on party affiliation rather than the person behind the name. These
arguments ignore the importance of community unity and the need for less vitriol at local levels. As
for the potential argument that voter turnout will increase, that is pure speculation with no actual
proof other than absolute conjecture. With no known constituent interest in this bill, and a
whopping 2% support in online testimony, the minority suggests the representatives give the people
of NH what they are not asking for and achieve this with a vote of Inexpedient to Legislate on this
bill.

Original: House Clerk
Cec: Committee Bill File
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Rep. Wherry, Hills. 13
February 27, 2025
2025-0619h

07/08

Amendment to HB 356

Amend the bill by inserting after section 6 the following and renumbering the original section 7 to

read as 8:

7 Public Officers and Employees; Access to Governmental Records and Meetings; Meetings Open
to Public. Amend RSA 91-A:2, I(c) to read as follows:
(¢) A caucus consisting of elected members of a public body of the same political party
who were elected on a partisan basis at a state general election or elected on a partisan basis by a
town, school district, or city which has adopted a partisan ballot system pursuant to [RSA-669:12
erRSA44:2] RSAs 44:2, 671:30-b, or 669:12; or



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAW
EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 356
BILL TITLE: enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections.
DATE: March 11, 2025

LOB ROOM: 306-308

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
Moved by Rep. Wherry Seconded by Rep. Burnham AM Vote: 12-5
Amendment # 2025-0619h

Moved by Rep. Wherry Seconded by Rep. Burnham Vote: 10-7

[0 WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Claudine Burnham, Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAW
EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 356
BILL TITLE: enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections.
DATE:  Z[i/2¢
LOB ROOM: 306-308

MOTION: (Please check one box)

@71 OTP whius O Retain (1% year) O Adoption of
Amendment #
[] Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

Moved by Rep. w A@f fj Seconded by Rep. g L(//)Aé @ Vote:

MOTION: (Please check one box)

OoTP 0O OTPIA [ITL [J Retain (1% year) M Adoption of
Amendment #
[J Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

Moved by Rep. w/f el _(/4 Seconded by Rep. ;: %(Z 4] ZZCZ V74 Vote: [(9 ’S

MOTION: (Please check one box)

0 OTP [& OTP/A  OITL [J Retain (1% year) O Adoption of
Amendment #
[J Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

[ » -
Moved by Rep. //U jéf/j Seconded by Rep. (Rf'/(f/) ﬁ&y 2 Vote: £ 0- /

MOTION: (Please check one box)

J OTP [0 OTPtA [OITL [] Retain (15t year) [J Adoption of
Amendment #
[] Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:

[ WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

NO .
Minority Report? Aes No If yes, author, Rep: Mﬂ( C 7) Motion_&/ p {%
Respectfully submitted: %’/‘{ AL 16/« '4&\

Rep Claudine Burnham,b]érk




STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 1/11/2025 12:11:20 PM
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Rep. Wherry, Hills. 13
February 27, 2025
2025-0619h

07/08

Amendment to HB 356

Amend the bill by inserting after section 6 the following and renumbering the original section 7 to

read as 8:

7 Public Officers and Employees; Access to Governmental Records and Meetings; Meetings Open
to Public. Amend RSA 91-A:2, I(c) to read as follows:
(c) A caucus consisting of elected members of a public body of the same political party
who were elected on a partisan basis at a state general election or elected on a partisan basis by a
town, school district, or city which has adopted a partisan ballot system pursuant to [RSA-669:12
or-RSA44:2] RSAs 44:2, 671:30-b, or 669:12; or



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAW

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 356

Bill Title: enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections.

Date: 2/25/2025

ROOM: 306-308

Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10:00am
Time Adjourned: 10:25am

Committee Members: Chair-Berry, VC-Qualey, Burnham, Pradhomme-0'Brien, Wherry,
Wood, Harvey-Botia, See, Guzofski, Toner, Lane, Ward, Gilmore, Muirhead, Bay, Grilt,
Whtretr, Newsom

Bill Sponsors: Representative Wherry

*Use of asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

TESTIMONY

Rep. Toner — Introduction

Eric Paur* — Support, Self. Motivation is to increase voter turnout which is 2to 4

times higher. Amendment filed by Rep. Wherry providing sect. 7.

Q: Lane- Regarding a non-partisan bill which is strongly supported, this bill states

that partisan elections will increase voting participation. Where do you get these

statistics to support it?

A: Across other states, is where we are seeing an increase in turnout. The town

committees can choose to use this or resend it if it doesn’t work for them. Many

voters are not interested in voting for someone they do not know. Having a party

affiliation provides more information that they may vote.

Q: Gilmore — Seeing a partisan school election, is concerned with how that will work

if the town is orisn’t a partisan election?

A: It’s a choice on each town or school or both. Whichever makes better sense.

Q: Wood - Could you submit data in writing on partisan vs non-partisan elections?

A: Does not have date but does look at the difference between federal elections.
Portsmouth currently has partisan elections.



F/up: What is the increase and purpose of having a partisan election?
A: School elections does not provide a lot of information on candidates; this
provides voters more information.
Q: Newson- Is Portsmouth the only city that has this?
A: Not sure how many but does know that Portsmouth has this for the city.
e Rep. Mark Vallone-Oppose, Self.
o Q: Gilmore — Municpal City Charter, would this change the charter?
o A:Notsure.
o Q:Unaffiliated voters make up more than democrat voters?
o A:?
o Q:Burnham- Are you aware that the Voters Check-list is public information?
o A:notsure
o F/up:ltis, so anyone can review how a candidate voted in the previous
election.
A: If that is available, yes.
Q: Qualey - Do you know of any data how an undeclared vote in an election.
A: No not aware of that.
Q: Wood -This is only if towns want to enable voters.
A: This would only create mischief
Q: Lane — Do you think an unaffiliated candidate from running?
A: Everyone runs as independent.
F/up: An independent would have to change to a party affiliation?
A: Not sure they don’t for the state.

O ¢ O 0O O 0O 0O O O

Respectfully submitted: Rep. Claudine Burnham, Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAW
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 356
BILL TITLE: enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections.

DATE:  2/252/25

ROOM:  306-308 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: __/ %u
i
Time Adjourned: __/ COQ_ZJ———'

(please circle if present)

Committee Members: Reps. Berry, Qualey, Burnham, Prudhomme-0'Brien, Wherry;

Woed, Harvey-Beolia, See, Guzofski, Toner, Lane, Ward, Gilmore, Muirhead, Bay, Grill,

Withehiand Newsom

Bill Sponsors:

Rep. Wherry Rep. Aylward Rep. Boehm

Rep. Harvey-Bolia Rep. Pauer Rep. Creighton
TESTIMONY

*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.
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SIGN UP SHEET
Register Your Opinion If Not Testifying

Committee: Election Law
Date: 2/25/25
Bill #: HB356

**Please Print All Information**

Name Address Phone Representing | Pro | Con
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House Remote Testify

Election Law Committee Testify List for BilWEHiB88§6ion 2025-02-25
Support: 10 Oppose: 444 Neutral: 0 Total to Testify: 0

S
Export to Excel |

City, State Non-

Name Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Germane Signed Up

Kolesar, Max Hooksett, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/20/2025 8:16 AM
maxkolel 5@gmail.com Public

Steinberg, Ken Nashua, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/20/2025 12:29 PM
Kdstonehill@gmail.com Fublic

Eherts, Faith Nashua, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/20/2025 1:08 PM
feherts(@gmail.com Public

Gentile, Amy Hollis, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/20/2025 5:43 PM
amikins13@aol.com Public

McCarthy, Sarah Manchester, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/20/2025 6:38 PM
SWOODMANO13@gmail.com Public

Sumner, Deborah Jaffrey, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/21/2025 9:27 AM
dsumner@myfairpoint.net Public

Cullum, Molly Conway, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/21/2025 10:53 AM
itsmolls@outlook.com Public

Konze, Margaret Pembroke, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/21/2025 11:34 AM
maggickonze@yahoo.com Public

Arabas, Jill Hollis, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/21/2025 1:47 PM
jaarabas(@yahoo.com Public

Wood, Sara Hanover, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/21/2025 2:46 PM
saldwood@gmail.com Public

MCILROY, Hanover, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/21/2025 4:30 PM

DOUGLAS douglas.mcilroy(@dartmouth.edu Public

Makris, Richard Litchfield, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/21/2025 4:51 PM
rmakris@gmail.com Public

Meyer, Abigail Peterborough, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/21/2025 5:28 PM

Public

abbymeyer(@earthlink.net



Slothower, Patsy

Huberman, Anne

Stich, Elizabeth

Weber, Jill

Rains, Devon

Johnson, Diana

Winkler, AnneMarie

Schuman, Diana

Schuman, Robert

Hallberg, Seana

Emus, Joanne

Custer, Joshua

Montana, Trois

Field, Bryan

Carrillo-Rivera,

Janeth

Beaudette, Kim

Heider, Kathryn

Cook, Lu

Sandwich, NH
patsyslothower@gmail.com

Peterborough, NH
Anne.Huberman@gmail.com

New London, NH
bethstich@gmail.com

Mont Vernon, NH
jill@frajilfarms.com
Epping, NH
Devonmmm(@gmail.com

HAMPTON, NH
dianajohnson721@gmail.com

Dover, NH
amwinkler81@gmail.com

DOVER, NH
deeschu@comcast.net

DOVER, NH
bob208gw@comcast.net

Dover, NH
seanahallberg@gmail.com

Milford, NH
jremus0322(@aol.com

Milton Mills, NH
Joshecuster@gmail.com

Pembroke, NH
Kedy33@gmail.com

PETERBOROUGH, NH
bryguy350@yahoo.com

Brentwood, NH
janduarte@hotmail.com

Nashua, NH
kbeaudette4(@gmail.com

Francestown, NH
Katygrowheider@hotmail.com

Hooksett, NH
moclac@comcast.net
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Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

No

No

2/21/2025 5:34 PM

2/21/2025 5:36 PM

2/21/2025 5:39 PM

2/21/2025 5:49 PM

2/21/2025 5:57 PM

2/21/2025 7:12 PM

2/21/2025 7:29 PM

2/21/2025 7:36 PM

2/21/2025 7:36 PM

2/21/2025 8:03 PM

2/21/2025 8:56 PM

2/22/2025 2:08 AM

2/22/2025 5:58 AM

2/22/2025 6:36 AM

2/22/2025 6:48 AM

2/22/2025 6:52 AM

2/22/2025 6:55 AM

2/22/2025 7:05 AM



Rainey, Deborah

Smeltzer, Cherie

Perry, Cynthia

Abbene, Laura

Kiliulis, Tyler

Moffett, Blair

Brooks, Jan

Zammer, Joanne

Tisbert, Kendra

Austin, Lorna

Koller, Diane

Buelvas, Natalie

Grant, Rebecca

Thorne, Sarah

Westhoff, Kayla

Erickson, Amy

Bunap, Linda

Braley, Gabriel

Harrisville, NH
songrain.rainey@gmail.com

Salem, NH
Csmeltzie@gmail.com

RUMNEY, NH
cperry786(@gmail.com

Orford, NH
abbene6(@gmail.com

Milford, NH
tyler.kiliulis@gmail.com

Wolfeboro, NH
rbmoffett@mindspring.com

Wolfeboro, NH
Brooksjen64(@gmail.com

Exeter, NH
joanne386(@gmail.com

Goffstown, NH
Alkendra.34@comcast.net

Pembroke, NH
laustinthyme(@gmail.com

Peterborough, NH
dianekoller9@gmail.com

Dover, NH
Natalie92493@gmail.com

Sandwich, NH
rebeccagrant9 14@gmail.com

Holderness, NH
scthorne350@gmail.com

Derry, NH
kwesthoff@mansd.org

Wolfeboro, NH
Ableacres(@outlook.com

Wolfeboro, NH
decals-con-4n@icloud.com

Weare, NH
mubbedjunk@yahoo.com
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Oppose

Oppose
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Oppose

Oppose
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No

No

No
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2/22/2025 9:00 AM
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2/22/2025 9:46 AM

2/22/2025 9:57 AM

2/22/2025 9:59 AM

2/22/2025 10:00 AM
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Smith, Angela

Nixon, Sherrill

toms, bill

Craigie, Kathryn

Pittendreigh, Lynn

Carlson, Ann

Stavseth, Deborah

Davis, Joanne

Gallant, Jessica

Hirai, Barbara

Till, Mary

Piscetta, Patricia

Swope, Roshan

Cranage, Amy

Richardson, Daniel

Raymond, Susan

Evans, Christine

Collins, Ruth

Grantham, NH
Angrlajrsmith@hotmail.com

Exeter, NH
sherri.nixonl@gmail.com

keene, NH
william.b.toms{@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
kathryncraigie@hotmail.com

Exeter, NH
Mompittendreigh@gmail.com

Keene, NH
acarlson@widomaker.com

Westmoreland, NH
tfethompson@myfairpoint.net

CONCORD, NH
jdavis101855@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
jessicagallant28@yahoo.com

Lebanon, NH
bphirai@gmail.com

Concord, NH
maryforderry@yahoo.com

Belmont, NH
djppisce@atlanticbb.net

Harrisville, NH
roshanswope@gmail.com

Grantham, NH
aehcranage@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
daniel6_22@comcast

Tamworth, NH
susanjaneraymond@yahoo.com
Epping, NH
chrisevans.lafond@gmail.com

Newbury, NH
rme@lmeollins.com
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Support
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2/22/2025 12:48 PM

2/22/2025 12:56 PM
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Leite, Carolyn

Roos-Unger, Ellen

Barber, Tory

Whitman, Michael

Ewing, Louise

Nash, Lisa

Pingree, Seth

Miller, Peter

Taylor, Louise

Hayes, Lorri

Freilich, Pam

LaFleur, Jessica

COOPER,

BARBARA

Champigny, Sarah

Champigny, Kevin

Kubit, Joy

PERKINS, EDITH

Kusch, Dan

Manchester, NH
in2kahlua@yahoo.com

Amberst, NH
eroosunger(@gmail.com

New Boston, NH
Peaceinelevation@gmail.com

Lyme, NH
m3whitman@gmail.com

Antrim, NH
louisejunc04@gmail.com

Bedford, NH
lisa@eight-stars.com

Bow, NH
sethpingree@gmail.com

Durham, NH
nhpeterm@gmail.com

Tamworth, NH
Itaylormary@gmail.com

Mont Vernon, NH
hayes1986@aol.com
Dunbarton, NH
pam@gmavt.net

Litchfield, NH
j-lafleur@comcast.net

LONDONDERRY, NH
cooperwp545(@gmail.com

Brookline, NH
sadiebb134@hotmail.com

Brookline, NH
sadiebb134@hotmail.com

New london, NH
joykubit@gmail.com

Bow, NH
edithperkins(@comcast.net

CENTER SANDWICH, NH
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HB356 “Enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections”
Sponsors: (Prime) Wherry (R), Aylward (R), Boehm (R), Harvey-Bolia (R), Pauer (R), Creighton (R)
Committee Hearing: House Election Law, 25 Feb 2025 @ 10:00 am

Purpose of bill: allow legislative body of a school district to choose to use the partisan official ballot system

HB356 is “Enabling Legislation” — school districts may choose to adopt partisan elections. If partisan elections
are adopted, school district may later rescind in the future.

Top Reasons for Partisan School District Elections

e Increased Voter Engagement and Turnout
o Non-Partisan Municipal & School District Election turnouts top out ~25%, 10-15% or less common
=  Towns and School Districts with SB2 voting have the higher turnouts
o Partisan State-wide elections have 2X to 3X higher turnout (especially Presidential years)
o Partisan ballots have more information for voters, creating more interest and turnout
= Most voters have a general idea what “Republican” and “Democrat” represents and find this
information useful
e Enables opportunity for Town Republican and Democrat Committees to hold caucuses to identify, select,
nominate candidates
o Not mandatory - each year, each town party can decide if they want to caucus to nominate
candidates (or not)
o Candidates not nominated via a caucus can self-nominate as a Republican or Democrat candidate,
with 50 voter signatures from their party (nomination papers)
e (Candidates not interested in a partisan nomination can file for office as “Unaffiliated”
e Partisan School District Ballot will have three columns: Republican, Democrat, Unaffiliated
o Random ordering of party columns per Secretary of State
e School boards while officially non-partisan, are truly partisan. Many local education policy and budgeting
choices are often driven by partisan beliefs.
e School board elected under the partisan system can hold non-public caucuses (exempt from RSA 91-A)
o Same as party caucuses used by House Committee Members or House Members
o Helps to organize and negotiate with the “other” side to find common ground

Recommended HB356 amendment:
7 Caucus. Meetings Open to Public. Amend RSA 91-A:2 | (c) as follows:

(c) A caucus consisting of elected members of a public body of the same political party who were elected on a
partisan basis at a state general election or elected on a partisan basis by a town, school district, or city which
has adopted a partisan ballot system pursuant to RSA 669:12, RSA 671:30-b, or RSA 44:2; or

Please vote OTP/A on HB356 to provide school districts
the option for partisan elections to help increase voter
engagement and turnout.

Testimony by Eric Pauer, Brookline eric@pauerhome.com



Technical Summary of Partisan School District Elections

Existing statute in RSA Chapter 669 “Town Elections” provides for option to use partisan official ballot system
(RSA 669:12). “School District Elections” are covered in RSA Chapter 671.

Like other school district statutes that refer to town or municipal statutes, HB356 amends RSA 671 with
references to RSA 669. The method to adopt the partisan official ballot system for school districts is in RSA
671:30-b.

At each school district election, partisan nominations are available to a political party which at the state
election next preceding polled at least 3 percent of the entire vote cast in the state for the office of governor.
Currently, that is two parties: Democrat and Republican.  (Note: Libertarian candidate got 1.99% in 2024)

Partisan nominations for school district offices under the partisan official ballot system are done by a party
caucus via secret ballot. Party caucuses may be held by the Republican Town Committee and the Democrat
Town Committee.

Under the partisan official ballot system, persons seeking nominations for school district offices have three
options:

1. A person files name with clerk of the town political party for the school district office of interest. The
caucus meets selects their nominee or nominees (if multiple vacancies) via caucus ballot, and notifies
the school district clerk of the nominees. The person(s) is/are the partisan nominee(s) for that office.

2. A person collects 50 nomination papers from school district voters of their political party and presents
the papers to the school district clerk. This person is also a partisan nominee for that office.

3. Person who does not seek any partisan affiliation simply files for the school district office with their
school district clerk, same process at today. This person is an unaffiliated nominee for office.

If held, caucuses for selecting school district officer nominees must be held before the sixth Friday before the
school district election. The caucus selection process is outlined in RSA 669:18 and RSA 669:37-53 involving
notice, location, checklists, ballots, hours, and filing certificates of nomination. Each party can nominate one
candidate for each open office in the school district.

For cooperative school districts, the caucuses of the towns of the pre-existing school districts combine votes
for nominees for at-large positions like moderator, clerk, and treasurer.

Like the state general elections that are partisan, partisan ballots will have three columns: Republicans,
Democrats, Other. The order of columns is determined annually by a random draw by the Secretary of State.

Many town and school district elections while officially non-partisan, are truly partisan. This enabling
legislation provides a formal avenue for the major parties to optionally identify and select candidates, and for
the ballot to clearly identify the political party of candidate who go through the caucus or nomination papers
process.

A school board elected under a partisan system can hold caucuses during school board meetings with
members of the same party, similar to what as happens in the General Court at the committee level, House
level, or Senate level.

Testimony by Eric Pauer, Brookline eric@pauerhome.com



| Oppose HB356

Honorable Representatives:
| am glad that this bill is not facing the rigors of House Rule 44.

New Hampshire towns and cities are known for their ability to approach education,
locally, as an issue oriented and federated manner.

This bill is not about school elections.

This bill is a partisan attempt to create division in the town and make the elections more
volatile and the education process more contentious.

It has no place in New Hampshire law.

Please oppose this bill for the respect for the NH Constitution. “all government of right
originates from the people, is founded in consent, and instituted for the general good.”

Leonard Campbell

Meredith, NH

Max Kolesar

I'm so sick and tired of opposing these horrible bills. Get a grip.

B 256



Ken Steinberg

As citizens of the US, our government has no right to restrict our voting to only the parties THEY
choose. We have the constitutional right to vote for any partisan or non-partisan candidate of our
choosing. This is an obvious attempt to rig the outcome of elections for one group or the other and
we will challenge it in court if it is approved.

Faith Eherts

The more we label one another as D or R or |, the less likely we are to truly engage in conversation
and find common ground. When voting for something as local as a school board, knowing the
national political affiliation of a candidate adds undue prejudice to the decision-making process. |
might disagree with someone on federal tax programs but be on the same page when it comes to our
children’s education - the only topic that matters in this case - and the fewer barriers in place, the
better.



DOUGLAS MCILROY Devon Rains

Partisan politics has jerked schools around on side issues that have nothing to do with pedagogy, to A totally unnecessary bill. We should be above partisan politics on a local level. It's ridiculous.
the detriment of real educational concerns, such as the US's poor showing in the international PISA
rankings.



AnneMarie Winkler Laura Abbene

All votes on todays bills remanding elections will be counted, printed and mailed to constituents with | oppose HB 356, as allowing partisan school board elections will inject unnecessary political division

narrative of implications to them. into our education system, distracting from the focus on student achievement and well-being. School
boards should prioritize the needs of students over party politics, and this bill undermines that
objective.



Natalie Buelvas Sarah Thorne

Decisions about education should be about the best interest of children and our future, not about Please do not allow partisanship in local elections. We must maintain civility at the local level. Our
politics. country is being torn asunder. Please maintain nonpartisanship in our schools and town affairs.

Thank you.



Joanne Davis Roshan Swope

| support using criteria for redistricting that allows fair representation for all voters in NH, not one We are divided enough in this country. School boards should not be partisan!!
group or party in particular.



Susan Raymond

Dear Representatives | urge you to oppose this bill. This bill makes changes to our election laws that
are absolutely unnecessary. What matters when voting for a local school board are the issues in our
local children's education, not whether someone is a registered Democrat or Republican. Let us not
change our non-partisan system for school district elections and so SUPPORT TRUE
CONVERSATIONS. You must encourage citizens to find common ground without prejudice.

Carolyn Leite

It doesn't matter if a school board member is a republican, a democrat or an independent. They are
running to support their local school district and public education. We do not need more politics in
public education! | urge you to vote this bill down.



Michael Whitman Peter Miller

NH school district and town elections should be non-partisan. It's hard to imagine a worse idea than partisan school board elections. Please recommend to kill this
bill.



Louise Taylor Christine Hodsdon

We must not let any party gerrymander districts and counties. Fair elections demand this. We need to We do not need more partisan politics in education so please oppose this bill. Thank you for your
establish rules. time.



Mary Burdett Elizabeth lacovelli

This could be influenced by palitical polarization....not healthy in a democratic society. | oppose HB 356, as allowing partisan school board elections will inject unnecessary political division
into our education system, distracting from the focus on student achievement and well-being. School
boards should prioritize the needs of students over party politics, and this bill undermines that
objective.



Nicolas lacovelli

| oppose HB 356, as allowing partisan school board elections will inject unnecessary political division
into our education system, distracting from the focus on student achievement and well-being. School
boards should prioritize the needs of students over party politics, and this bill undermines that
objective.

Alexander Templeton

As an educator, all we care about is ensuring the children of our state are given the proper knowledge
and passion to pursue their dreams when they grow up. Anyone trying to make the education of
children a political battleground at the level of individual schools has clearly never had to go through
the struggles of teaching and taking care of a class within a system that already makes our jobs hard
enough. It is fine and necessary to discuss education within political bodies dedicated to these
discussions, but that is not the job we educators have signed up for and not one that should take up
even more time out of the already stressful schedules teachers deal with.



Mary Nichols Paul Nichols

School board members should be non-partisan. Partisan Politics has no place at this level of local School Board membership should remain non-partisan.
governance.



Blossom Dodge

This bill is an important step in empowering our school districts by providing them with the choice to
adopt a partisan ballot system if they believe it will better serve their community’s needs.

Enhancing Local Choice and Transparency

HB 356 offers local school districts the flexibility to choose between a partisan and a non-partisan
election system. This decision empowers communities to select the method that aligns best with their
unique political and educational contexts. By mirroring established procedures used in town
elections—while tailoring them to the needs of school districts—the bill promotes consistency and
clarity in our local governance. With clear filing requirements, standardized ballot preparation, and
transparent nomination processes, voters are better equipped to understand the candidates and
make informed decisions.

Strengthening Accountability in Local Elections

The bill's structure ensures that if a school district adopts a partisan system, it follows strict
procedural guidelines to prevent any undue influence or confusion. The requirement that political
party clerks share candidate declarations across districts, along with clear rules for adopting and
rescinding the partisan system, bolsters accountability and transparency. This framework helps
maintain integrity in local elections, ensuring that the focus remains on effective governance rather
than partisan maneuvering.

Caveats and Considerations

While | strongly support HB 356, | acknowledge that the introduction of a partisan ballot system does
carry certain risks. There is potential for increased politicization of school district elections, which
could divert attention from critical educational issues. Additionally, the transition to a partisan system
may cause some voter confusion, particularly among those who are accustomed to the traditional
non-partisan approach. There is also the possibility of an increased administrative burden for smaller
districts with limited resources. However, these risks can be effectively managed through careful
implementation, voter education, and ongoing oversight to ensure that the system serves its intended
purpose.

Conclusion

In conclusion, HB 356 represents a thoughtful approach to enhancing local electoral choice while
maintaining the integrity and transparency of our school disfrict elections. By allowing districts to
select the system that best reflects their community's needs—and by putting safeguards in place to
address potential challenges—we can foster a more engaged, informed, and accountable local
governance structure. | urge you to support HB 356, recognizing both its significant benefits and the
importance of mitigating the associated risks.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



Joseph Wood

Why do you need to know what political party a school board official is running for? there is no need

for this.

Jacquelyn Benson

Right now, our school district candidates are chosen based on their experience, merits, and ties to
the community. Voters are encouraged to get to know the candidates as individuals and think about
how they will serve the school and the district. Introducing partisanship into these elections will
discourage independent candidates from serving and promote people voting by party and not person.
It would also end a long-standing, valuable NH tradition that is working very well exactly as it is.



Ellen Phillips

It seems to me that we should have non partisan elections in our NH House and Senate. It would be
much more Democratic and people would actually need to pay attention to the candidate’s views,
rather than just filling in an oval for a party. Changing school district elections to become partisan is

less democratic and requires less voter interaction with the candidates. It would be a terrible mistake.

Wendy Lapham

This is a disastrous idea that will undermine the professionalism of school administrators and harm
public education, and | oppose this bill wholeheartedly.



Steven Borne

We should completely remove Partisan Voting systems because it only helps the Party, not the
people. How does a Partisan Election improve the return on all of our investment in education.
Partisanship does not belong in education. We should all focus on making sure the products of our
schools understand civic responsibility and are prepared to succeed for where ever they are every
September.

Judy Brophy

The only qualification needed for school board is to want to do right by the children. Adding party
affiliation will sew divisions.



Alexis Eynon Gabriele Lieberg

We don't need more partisan politics in education! | oppose this bill. | strongly oppose this bill.



Sarah Leland Jim Miller

School Boards need to non-partisan. Politics need to stay out of schools and schaool boards. Why mess with what has worked for decades? Why promote partisanship, instead of trying to get
citizens to run for volunteer office who can put their political feelings and information (or
misinformation) sources aside to work for the best interests of all people in the district?



Jeffrey Smith Gregory Davis

| respectfully urge the committee to OPPOSE HB356 because it would transform school district Partisanship has no place in school district elections
elections from collaborative processes focused on very local issues, and into partisan cafeteria food
fights. There’s enough of that going on these days.



| am opposed to HB 356.

Allison Snyder

Michelle Roberge

| am writing to express my strong opposition to HB356, the bill that would enable school districts to
adopt partisan school district elections. While | understand the intent behind offering local fiexibility in
election processes, | am deeply concerned that introducing partisanship into school board elections
will further exacerbate the already polarized political environment in our state.

Our current non-partisan system has, by and large, served our communities well. It has kept the focus
on local issues—such as educational quality and the efficient management of school
resources—rather than on party politics. At a time when our political discourse is highly charged and
divisive, adding another layer of partisanship in our schools risks shifting attention away from the core
mission of providing quality education. Instead of fostering collaboration among educators, parents,
and community leaders, partisan contests are likely to intensify political divisions, detract from
important educational debates, and ultimately undermine the effectiveness of our school governance.

Moreover, the introduction of partisan elections could lead to a scenario where political allegiances
overshadow the real needs of our children and communities. Our schools should remain a space
where local issues are discussed without the filter of national political battles—a space where
decisions are made based on the merits of educational programs and community needs rather than
party platforms.

In light of these concerns, | respectfully urge you to reject HB356. Our political process is already too
polarized, and introducing partisan elections in our school districts is a step in the wrong direction.
The existing non-partisan framework, which has worked satisfactorily, should be preserved to
maintain a focus on the issues that truly matte—educational excellence and the well-being of our
children.

Thank you for considering my views. | trust that you will act in the best interests of our schools and
communities by keeping our election process focused on local issues rather than partisan divisions.



Raymond Waterman Patricia Waterman

none none



Gail McPeek Melanie Levesque

| strongly oppose this bill. We SHOULD NOT enable schools to adopt partisan school district Local governments works best when people of all strips deal with issues to find solutions.
elections. Making these roles partisan only ensures that more walls will be built rather than bridges.



Deborah Lievens Vanessa Gravell

we sould keep partisan politics out of town/city business. | oppose this bill and feel it will lead to voter suppression.



Marie Straiton Kathleen Bean

No party politics on our school board. Period! Although many have chosen a particular party when voting in statewide and national elections, this
should not be part of local elections.



bonnie bruno Christine Bane

| only wish | could be in person in the hearing room to provide the testimony written below: Heck ya! | Unnecessary.
support cacr2 - full stop. Mic drop. (Though | would not drop the mic used in the hearing room =)



Jamie Carreau Kristine Trow

We do NOT need to drag politics into our schools! | oppose this bill



Martha Jane Rich

Adopting partisan school district elections would cause significant and unnecessary harm to the
process of recruiting and electing the best school board members. We appreciate and honor the
service these people provide apart from their party affiliations. In our district, we often have no idea

what party our candidates might favor. This works well. It's a system that "ain't broke," so there's no
need to "fix" it.

Injecting politics in education is not wise.

Maura Willing



Kevin Blanchette Julie Laracy

Keep partisan politics out of our schools Let's keep partisan politics out of our school. This pits neighbor against neighbor. A solid public
education system, regardless of partisan disagreements is a foundation of a strong democracy.



Bob Perry Michael Silva

politics have no place in the school district elections



Benjamin Stinson Jennifer Smith

There is absolutely no good reason to make school board elections explicitly part of the party political A truly dumb idea that should get an ITL on consent.
process.



James Argeriou Linda Bundy

I oppose this bill. School board members work to make the best decisions for their own schools. The goal is to provide
the best possible public education. Partisan politics has no place in these elections. Please vote ITL
on this bill.



Kevin Fleming

This is a bold attempt to make school elections PARTISAN!
Shame on you for picking school elections.
Why not make all elections partisan?

You're showing your true colors in making schools partisan.

Shame, shame, shame...

Michelle Conner

The only benefit | see to making school board positions partisan is to support lazy and biased voters
to remain lazy and biased. | prefer the state encourage voters to be discerning, to learn about the
values and positions of each candidate for office, regardless of that candidate's political leaning. | am
submitting comment this knowing full well that | would almost necessarily vote "D" should my district
adopt partisan voting for school board members (| am sometimes quite lazy and biased), and | prefer
being forced to do the work of getting to know the folx in my community who | elect to represent me
and my family.



Sharon Racusin

This bill would seek to make local elections partisan and create political polarization in local elections
(School District and Town Meeting elections). Even thought some cities currently have partisan
school elections, this bill would open it up to all towns and school districts. | OPPOSE PARTISAN
elections in all towns & cities.

James Hiltz

This bill would allow school districts to make school board elections and candidates partisan. Allowing
party politics into school boards and their elections could greatly affect communities and public
education in our state. Members of a school board should be focused on managing their district's
budget and ensuring their school's curriculum is working to better all students, not fransform it into yet
another battleground in the pointless culture war and potentially directly attack the students in the
district that simply want to attend school.



Aline Flores Sarah Hoffman

Partisan politics are not in the best interest of our students. We should be voting for the best School boards, long locally focused and nonpartisan, will get dragged into the national political culture
candidate to represent our students , not a political platform wars taking the focus away from political free, arcuate and balanced educational curriculum.



Courtney Wason Patricia Anastasia

Hello, citizen of of Derry here, and | firmly OPPOSE further politicizing school boards and all manner School boards should prioritize the needs of all students over party politics.
of school leadership. Public schools are a space for ALL of our children, regardless of their parents’
political affiliation, and to affect those kids by pushing political agendas through would hurt everyone.



Leigh Hutchinson Gary Hamer

If you're not sure who you're voting for - simply do your homework on the candidates. Manchester

Focuses the election to two parties and attempts to consolidate power by party vs. others, more
has non-partisan elections. We research our candidates being either R or D and learn what they

independent candidates.
support and not support.

Do your homework before you go into the voting booth.



Jonathan Doherty Peggy Sheets

School board positions should NEVER be partisan. Kill this bill!! Party politics don't belong in our school board elections. The local focus and non-partisan nature of
school board elections has served NH public schools well for many years. Introducing partisanship
would be detrimental to our schools and communities.



Andrea Seddon Ellen Moore

Non partisan all the way! School elections should be non-partisan. Keep it that way.



raphael zack

It is much easier for elected board members to work together in non-partisan role.

janet ward

This is an ill-advised and dangerous bill. Please vote against HB356. This bill would bring
partisanship and national political considerations into what has long been local and non-partisan
school board affairs and elections. There is no logical or defensible reason to upend local school
board business and elections.

PLEASE VOTE AGAINSTS HB 356. Thank you for your consideration.



Sue Nastasi

HB356 isn't necessary especially when schools must be organized in a nonpartisan manner. New
Hampshire's Education Commissioner Edelbutt will be or at should be ending his term this Spring.
Partisanship doesn't have any place or need in New Hampshire schools. Please kill this bill or it
should not move any further from the House Election Law Committee. The sponsors for this are all
Republicans which is sad to read and | would want to believe Republicans support faimess.

Julie Levesque

| do not support partisan school district elections. Partisan politics are already so divisive at a national
and state level, and we do not need this cancer to further infiltrate our communities and hurt our
schools.



Amy Burt Jana Sellarole

Do not let this pass. We do not need politics to be significant determiners of our school boards. We Get rid of gerrymandering! It's un-American, and anti-democratic!
need people chosen based on their knowledge of schools, their interest in the position, and the things
they bring to the tables. Political affiliation should not ever be on the table in this situation.



Claudia Damon Sally Patton

With all due respect, itis a terrible idea to make school district elections partisan. Regardless of School districts MUST remain non-partisan!!!!
which side of the so-called "culture wars" you are on, the tables may turn at some point and you will
be faced with a partisan political solution that you do not like. Let's keep the elections non-partisan.



Mary Wilke

We need less partisanship and divisiveness in our communities, not more. School boards should be
elected to do what's best for their communities, not to represent a political party's platform.

Debra Putnam

| have been a Ballot Clerk since COVID hit in 2020. All representatives should be working to make
voting to make voting easier for residents not harder. In Hudson we have a very low turnout for the
March elections where important decisions are made about the future of our town. Many only vote at
Primaries so making it harder to vote will effectively silence people’s voices. Going against the basic
principles upon which the US Constitution was created.



Patricia Bass Ashley Desrochers

School boards should remain nonpartisan and locally focused. Partisan politics have no place in our communities - especially in our schools. Communities and
schools deserve to live free and be non-partisan.

OPPOSE this bill.

Ashley Desrochers



Patricia Martin mollie allen

This would negatively impact consumers and small businesses. | strongly oppose this bill. | oppose HB 356. | don't agree to having partisan school district elections. Keep things as they are.



Elven Ealy

It seems obvious that we would want something that is fair, impartial and will cut down on the ill will
and chaos. We are living in a time where there is a fight or violence for almost everything. This is
actually caused by people taking unfair advantage and those that are cheated wanting payback. |
hope that we will start to move in a more fair impartial and peaceful direction.

Rina Petit

Please vote HB356 Inexpedient to Legislate. School boards have enough to do without dealing with
party politics. The focus of school board members should strictly be to make the best decisions for
their own schools with the goal being providing the best possible public education for their students.
And why would party caucuses be involved in screening cooperative school board candidates? What
happens to all the Undeclared registered voters ability to run for school board? There are 70,000 plus
more Undeclared voters in New Hampshire than Republicans or Democrats. Keep all school board
elections nonpartisan.



John Petit

Please vote no for HB356. Party politics should stay at the national and state levels not local
elections...especially not school board elections. School board members need to make the best
decisions for their own schools without any consideration for party politics. New Hampshire needs to
keep the goal to provide the best possible public education. It's alarming to see the convoluted
partisan process HB356 would create for cooperative school districts. Please just vote HB356
Inexpedient to Legislate. Thank you.

Leane Garland

This is not a bipartisan bill. We do not need partisan politics in our School Boards or
Superintendents' offices. Party loyalty gets in the way of negotiation, compromise, and open
communication. Vote Inexpedient to Legislate.



HB 356 - AS INTRODUCED

2025 SESSION

25-0413
08/11
HOUSE BILL 356
AN ACT enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections.
SPONSORS: Rep. Wherry, Hills. 13; Rep. Aylward, Merr. 5; Rep. Boehm, Hills. 14; Rep.

Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Rep. Pauer, Hills. 36; Rep. Creighton, Hills. 30

COMMITTEE: Election Law

ANALYSIS

This bill enables school districts to choose whether or not to adopt partisan school district
elections.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [inbrackets-and struektheough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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HB 356 - AS INTRODUCED
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Five
AN ACT enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court conuvened.:

1 Filing; School District Elections. Amend RSA 671:19 to read as follows:

671:19 Filing. [AH] For all districts which have adopted a non-partisan ballot system
pursuant to RSA 671:30, the provisions of RSA 669:19-669:22 relative to filing for office and
withdrawal of candidacy for a non-partisan town election shall apply to school district elections. For
school districts which have adopted a partisan ballot system pursuant to RSA 671:30-a, all
the provisions of RSA 669:18 and RSA 669:22 relative to filing for office and withdrawal of
candidacy for a partisan town election shall apply to school district elections. In both non-
partisan and partisan ballot systems, [exeept-that-inthosestatutes] where there is a reference
to a town or a town clerk in the referenced statutes, it shall be read to refer to a school district or a
school district clerk.

2 New Section; Additional Requirements for Official Partisan Ballot System in Cooperative
School Districts. Amend RSA 671 by inserting after section 19 the following new section:

671:19-a Additional Requirements for Official Partisan Ballot System in Cooperative School
Districts. In addition to the requirements of RSA 671:49, a cooperative school district that has
adopted the partisan official ballot system pursuant to RSA 671:30-a shall do the following:

I. The clerk of the political party accepting a declaration of office for a candidate for an at-
large school district office shall, within 2 business days, provide a copy of the declaration of office to
the clerks of the same political party in the other towns of the pre-existing districts.

II. For each school district officer elected at-large, the votes from all caucuses of the same
political party in the towns of pre-existing districts shall be combined by the clerks of the political
party and a plurality of votes shall be sufficient to nominate a candidate for the school district office.

ITI. After the caucuses, certificates of nomination shall be made and shall indicate the name
and domicile of each candidate, the at-large office for which the person is nominated and the political
principles or party they represent, and shall be signed by the chairman and clerk of the caucus or
convention for the town where the candidate is domiciled; and, when practicable, such certificates of
nomination shall be signed by each candidate; but the absence of the signature of the candidate shall
not invalidate a certificate of nomination.

3 Preparation of Ballots; By School District Clerk. Amend RSA 671:20 to read as follows:

671:20 By School District Clerk. The school district clerk shall prepare ballots for school district

elections in the same manner as town clerks for non-partisan or partisan town elections, as
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provided in RSA 669:23 and 669:24, except that the ballot shall be of a different color than any other
ballot used at the election

4 Official Ballot System; Conduct of Election; Elections at School District Meeting. Amend RSA
671:30 to read as follows:

671:30 [Nen-Partisan]| Official Ballot System. Every school district in the state, except one
having a special statute relative to election of its district offices, or one that has adopted a
partisan ballot system pursuant to RSA 671:30-a, shall use the non-partisan ballot system for
the election of district officers, in the same manner as in towns as provided in RSA 669:19-669:25,
except that all references to towns or town clerks shall be read to refer to school districts or school
district clerks.

5 New Sections; Partisan Ballot System. Amend RSA 671 by inserting after section 30 the
following new sections:

671:30-a Partisan Ballot System. Every school district in the state that has adopted a partisan
ballot system pursuant to RSA 671:30-b, shall use the partisan ballot system for the election of
district officers, in the same manner as in towns as provided in RSA 669:18, RSA 669:22 through
RSA 669:29, and RSA 669:37 through RSA 669:53, except that all references to towns or town clerks
shall be read to refer to school districts or school district clerks. A plurality shall elect in school
districts using the partisan ballot system.

671:30-b Partisan Official Ballot System; Method of Adoption. Any school district may vote to
adopt the partisan official ballot system for election of school district officers under an article in the
warrant for any school district meeting. In any school district in which the non-partisan ballot
system is in effect, adoption of the partisan ballot system shall be by ballot. Whenever in such school
district there shall appear in the warrant for any school district meeting an article relating to the
adoption of the partisan ballot system, the school district clerk shall cause to be printed on the
official ballot the question, "Shall the partisan ballot system for the election of school district officers
be adopted by this school district?", which questions shall be followed by boxes in which the voter
may indicate "Yes" or "No.". If the majority of the qualified voters present and voting at such
meeting shall answer said question in the affirmative, the partisan ballot system shall be deemed to
have been adopted by said school district. The partisan ballot system shall not be in effect until the
school district election first following the school district meeting at which such system is adopted. A
plurality shall elect in school districts using the partisan ballot system.

671:30-c Partisan Official Ballot System; Method of Rescinding. Any school district may vote to
rescind the partisan official ballot system for election of school district officers under an article in the
warrant for any school district meeting. In any school district in which the partisan ballot system is
in effect, adoption of the non-partisan ballot system shall be by ballot. Whenever in such school
district there shall appear in the warrant for any school district meeting an article relating to the

rescinding of the partisan ballot system, the school district clerk shall cause to be printed on the



© 00 =3 & Ot s~ W N =

— =
N o= O

HB 356 - AS INTRODUCED
- Page 3 -

official ballot the question, "Shall the partisan ballot system for the election of school district officers
be rescinded by this school district, returning to the non-partisan ballot system?", which question
shall be followed by boxes in which the voter may indicate "Yes" or "No". If the majority of the
qualified voters present and voting at such meeting shall answer said question in the affirmative,
the partisan ballot system shall be deemed to have been rescinded by said school district. The non-
partisan ballot system shall not be in effect until the school district election first following the school
district meeting at which such partisan ballot system is rescinded.
6 Composition of Cooperative School Boards. Amend RSA 195:19-a, VI1I to read as follows:

VII. Whenever the bylaws or articles of agreement provide for the election of cooperative
school board members pursuant to this chapter, said election shall be with the use of the [ren-
partisan| official ballot system under [RSA-669] RSA 671.

7 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.



