CONSENT CALENDAR

November 9, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Executive Departments and

Administration to which was referred HB 449-FN,

AN ACT relative to the calculation of group 11
retirement benefits in the retirement system. Having
considered the same, report the same with the following
resolution: RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO

LEGISLATE.

Rep. Matthew Simon

FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Executive Departments and Administration

Bill Number: HB 449-FN

Title: relative to the calculation of group II
retirement benefits in the retirement system.

Date: November 9, 2023

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill was retained by the committee as a placeholder in case we needed to address any
insufficiencies in HB 436. HB 436 is currently retained in finance, and is now being reviewed by the
retirement benefits commission. Since HB 436 has already passed the House once and is therefore
further along in the legislative process, there is general agreement within the committee that it
would be more efficient to address any recommendations made by the retirement commission by
directly amending HB 436 as opposed to using HB 449 for this purpose. For this reason, the
committee finds that HB 449 has become superfluous and should be found inexpedient to legislate.

Vote 19-0.

Rep. Matthew Simon
FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




CONSENT CALENDAR

Executive Departments and Administration

HB 449-FN, relative to the calculation of group II retirement benefits in the retirement system.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Matthew Simon for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill was retained by the
committee as a placeholder in case we needed to address any insufficiencies in HB 436. HB 436 is
currently retained in finance, and is now being reviewed by the retirement benefits commission.
Since HB 436 has already passed the House once and is therefore further along in the legislative
process, there is general agreement within the committee that it would be more efficient to address
any recommendations made by the retirement commission by directly amending HB 436 as opposed
to using HB 449 for this purpose. For this reason, the committee finds that HB 449 has become
superfluous and should be found inexpedient to legislate. Vote 19-0.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



Rep. T. Lekas, Hills. 38
November 8, 2023
2023-2436h

08/10

Amendment to HB 644-FN

Amend the bill by deleting sections 5 and 6 and renumbering the original sections 6-10 to read as 5-

8, respectively.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 449-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the calculation of group II retirement benefits in the retirement
system.

DATE: November 8, 2023

LOB ROOM: 306-308

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Simon Seconded by Rep. Grote Vote: 19-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Shane Sirois, Clerk
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON Executive Departments and Administration

BILL NUMBER: HB 449-FN
BILL TITLE: relative to the calculation of group II retirement
benefits in the retirement system.

DATE: February 8, 2023

THE COMMITEE HAS VOTED TO RETAIN THIS BILL.

Rep. C. McGuire, Chair



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 449-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the calculation of group II retirement benefits in the retirement
system.

DATE: February 8, 2023

LOB ROOM: 306-308

MOTIONS: RETAINED

Moved by Rep. Goley Seconded by Rep. C. McGuire Vote: 20-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Shane Sirois, Clerk
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 449-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the calculation of group II retirement benefits in the
retirement system.

DATE: January 26, 2023
LOB ROOM: 306-308 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 2:00 p.m.

Time Adjourned: 2:26 p.m.

Committee Members: Reps. C. McGuire, Sirois, Bailey, True, T. Dolan, Abare, Gerhard,
Grote, Goley, Schuett, O'Brien, Grassie, F. Davis and Fitzpatrick

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Goley Rep. Proulx Rep. Bordes

Rep. O'Brien

TESTIMONY

*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

e BrianRyll
=  PFFNH
= |n favor of HB 449. Wants the changes made in 2011 to be fixed and “make things right.”
Recruitment is down substantially, and he states that the deteriorating retirement
benefit is partially to blame. Firefighters are leaving prematurely because they
understand that their retirement benefit amounts will not be sufficient.
e Mark Cavanaugh
= NHRS
= Talks about HB 449 taking a different approach. Bill would apply to anyone after 2011
change. This is laid out in the attached report. The bill would encourage people to stick
around. Employees can work up to 1,352 hours and keep their full pension.
e Rep. Goley
= Hillsborough 21
= |n favor of HB 449. Spoke of this bill being a solution to all groups.
e Frank Campo
= NH. Troopers Association
= State Troopers are at a twenty percent vacancy rate. Recruitment and retention are
worse than ever. Talked about 6 of his friends that were troopers that left directly after
the changes made in 2011. Believes increasing the retirement benefits would bring back
the workforce.
e Arthur Beaudry
= NHSPFFRA
= |n favor of HB 449. Talked about changes made in group II.
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Executive Departments and Administration Committee Testify List for Bill HB449 on 2
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dupuisr@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Portsmouth, NH, NH

DKEAVENY@CITYOFPORTMSOUTH.COM

Goffstown, NH
dacl111856@gmail.com

Portsmouth, NH
Kranse@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Greenland, NH
Maloneyj@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Portsmouth, NH

tondreaults@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Portsmouth, NH
Lckrans@gmail.com
Epping, NH
mark4epping@gmail.com

Derry, NH
robertcorwin@derrynh.org

Portsmouth, NH
conall.loughlin@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
bmorin@manchesternh.gov
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Mulcahey, Alexander

Fleming, Brian

April, Alex

Graham, Casey

Wheeler, Justin

Hale, Ralph

Cost, Christopher

Matthews, Kent

Persson, Amanda

DeFrancesco,

Anthony

Chandler, Eric

Pappalardo, Eric

Tompkins, Scott

Stewart, Canada

Watts, David

‘Lach, William

Yarosz, Jason

Carlson, Sarah

Stacy, Aaron

Dean, Brandon

Merchant, Brendan

Huard, Greg

Daigneault, Jordan

Ellston, Clifford

O'Connor, Matthew

Daniel, Tyler

Gott, Gary

Portsmouth, NH
mulcaheya@portsmouthnhpd.gov
Epping, NH
bfleming81@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
aapril@manchesternh.gov

Raymond, NH
grahamc(@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Manchester, NH
wheeler11bravo@yahoo.com

Franklin, NH
ralph.hale@yahoo.com

Laconia, NH
clcost8422(@gmail.com

Concord, NH
KMATTHEWS@FRANKLINNH.ORG

Fremont, NH
browna@portsmouthnhpd.com

Somersworth, NH
adefrancesco@somersworth.com

Somersworth, NH
echandler@somersworthnh.gov

Manchester, NH
e.pappalardo@hotmail.com

Derry, NH
scotttompkins@derrynh.org

Manchester, NH
Cstewart@manchesternh.gov

Somersworth, NH
dwatts@somersworthnh.gov

Somersworth, NH
wlach@somersworthnh.gov

Sullivan, NH
yarosz@myfairpoint.net

Moultonborough, NH
swmcarlson2007@gmail.com

Portsmouth, NH
stacya@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Claremont, NH
Bdean1108@comcast.net

Webster, NH
dpty16@aol.com
Epping, NH
g.huard@eppingpd.com

Manchester, NH
Jdaignea@manchesternh.gov

Auburn, NH
cliaarell96@gmail.com

Dunbarton, NH
moconner@manchesternh.gov

Derry, NH
tylerdaniel@derrynh.org

GREENLAND, NH
gott42(@gmail.com
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Stevens, Tessa

MEYER,

CHRISTINA

McLellan, Nicholas

Bennett, Marshall

Mattei, Christopher

Kidd, Victoria

Poggi, Brynda

Goldstein, Rachel

Talbot, Chris

Webb, Richard

LaBelle, Mark

Richardson, Daniel

Yarosz, Trish

Small, Nick

Bashaw, Christopher

Comeau, Angela

Clark, Kevin

Prescott, Michael

Bouse, Kim

Young, Matthew

Ruppel, Kevin

Faro, Mark

Bois, Paul

VanSteensburg, Adam

Murray, Brian

Murray, Angela

McGowan, Scott

Laconia, NH
t.stevens@gilfordpd.org

kittery, ME

meyerc@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Northwood, NH
Nnmclellan@comcast.net

Nottingham, NH
mbennett322@yahoo.com

15 Louisa Drive, NH
cmattei701@gmail.com

Allenstown, NH
miss.ghostly@gmail.com

Fremont, NH
calibl07@gmail.com

Auburn, NH
mylilflower@hotmail.com

Hampstead, NH
talbotc12(@gmail.com

Dover, NH
rwebb0228@yahoo.com

Swanzey, NH
mshmoo(@yahoo.com

Nashua, NH
daniel6_22@comcast.net

Sullivan, NH
tbsayshi@yahoo.com

Candia, NH
hpdsmall42@hotmail.com

Kingston, NH
cbashaw(@rockso.org

Wentworth, NH
akcomeau@gmail.com

Richmond, NH
Kclark@swanzeypd.com

Epping, NH
m.prescott@eppingpd.com

Derry, NH
kbouse@derrynhpolice.com

Portsmouth, NH

youngm@cityofportsmouth.com

Derry, NH
kevinruppel@derrynh.org

Bristol, NH
mafaro1989@gmail.com

Stratham, NH
pkleed@gmail.com

Gilford, NH
adam030380@yahoo.com

Gilford, NH
bmm§8272@gmail.com

Gilford, NH
ascrump2 1 @gmail.com

Laconia, NH
smcgowan@meredithnh.org
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Butcher, Thomas

Ryll, Brian

Houlis, Peter

Doyle, Anne

Turcotte, Evan

Glidden, Tyler

Dunford, Caitlyn

Sanctuary, noah

Hunter, Phillip

Lecuyer, Michael

Krawczyk, Lou

LeBlanc, Kevin

Wilson, Eric

Bates, Stephen

Donovan, Thomas

Rathman, Brian

Archambault, Rene

Rathman, Jennifer

Karoul, Lisa

Paquin, Nicholas

Collins, Jonathan

Heney, Christopher

Olsen, Ryan

McAllister, John

Uitts, Eric

McCann, Alexander

Houde, Brian

Seabrook, NH
tbutcher@seabrookpd.com

Concord, NH
tyler@pftnh.org

Bow, NH
peteah2456@gmail.com

Plymouth, NH
adoyle619@gmail.com

Alton, NH
evan_turcotte@yahoo.com

Alton, NH
Tglidden6@gmail.com

Meredith, NH
caitlyn.curran1@gmail.com

Chesterfield, NH
duck4 05@yahoo.com

Alton, NH
phillip.hunter@alton.nh.gov
Epping, NH
Mikelecuyer@hotmail.com

Pembroke, NH
loukrawczyk 1 @gmail.com

Northfield, NH
leblanc60@hotmail.com

Sullivan, NH
Ericsw74@hotmail.com

Manchester, NH
sdbates9(@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
trdonovan6115@yahoo.com

Northwood, NH
berl1975@gmail.com

Epping, NH
renearchambault@reagan.com

Northwood, NH
jpotvin333@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
Lisakaroul@yahoo.com

Swanzey, NH
npaquin@swanzeypd.com

Sullivan, NH
Jeollins@swanzeypd.com

Gilford, NH
cheney@meredithnh.org

Manchester, NH
rolsen@manchesternh.gov

Nashua, NH
Nfr5061@comcast.net

Concord, NH
Ericuitts@gmail.com
Epping, NH
a.mccann@eppingpd.com

Rollinsford, NH
brian.houde@hotmail.com

A Member of
the Public

A Lobbyist
A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

A Member of
the Public

Myself

PFFNH

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support



Boucher, Michael

Roy, Erika

Johnson, Christian

Tremblay, Jason

Kyzer, Ann

kozlowski, bobbie

Goulet, William

Clayton, William

Sheley, Loran

Mix, Thomas

Bassett, Richard

Tennis, Chad

Harrington, Nathan

Lukacz, Robert

Dente, Mark

Crump, Karen

Tennis, Lynda

Kennedy, Sean

Fredrickson, Jill

Harrington, Matthew

Joyal, Eric

Harrington, Erin

Blais, Alana

Bridges, Andrew

Jacques, Duane

Brandreth, Amy

Morin, Mike

Conway, NH
bouchie99@yahoo.com

Conway, NH
bourgoer37@gmail.com

Epsom, NH
nhk9coppa@yahoo.com

Alton, NH
jason.tremblay83@gmail.com
Epping, NH
a.kyzer@eppingpd.com

strafford, NH
bobbie_e@hotmail.com

Meredith, NH
wdg2434(@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
billclayton_99@yahoo.com

Chester, NH
sheleyloran@gmail.com

Wakefield, NH
tommix@roadrunner.com

Laconia, NH
rbassett@]laconiapd.org

Allenstown, NH
mpdtennis@yahoo.com

Bedford, NH
nathanharrington54@me.com

Portsmouth, NH
lukaczr@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Portsmouth, NH
dentem@portsmoutnhpd.gov

Concord, NH
Jkcrump1466@yahoo.com

Allenstown, NH
1919mom@gmail.com

Portsmouth, NH
kennedys@portsmouthnhod.gov

Rochester, NH
jillmfredrickson@gmail.com

Bedford, NH
mattdharrington2@gmail.com

Bedford, NH
ejoyall71@gmail.com
Bedford, NH
erinc0792@gmail.com

Portsmouth, NH
Blaisa@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Portsmouth, NH
Bridgesa@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Barrington, NH
dmjacques@gmail.com

Chester, NH
abrandreth528@gmail.com

Kingston, NH
mmorinl991@gmail.com
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George, Chris

Paquette, Brian

Doyle, Benjamin

Maloney, Michael

Rohde, Cassidy

Kotsonis, Michael

Mahoney, William

Davis, James

Thomas, Lynn

Defina, Thomas

Eaton, Sean

Harrington, Mark

MacKinnon, Ashley

Curtis, Rich

Gray, Jonathan

LaMonica, Adam

Wright, Jeremy

Chase, Frank

Wittman, Bryan

Jordan, Greg

Potvin, Mark

Faucher, Thomas

Potvin, Katie

Felch, Jabe

Felch, Faith

Faucher, Lindsay

Lavallee, Nicole

Manchester, NH
Cgeorge2@manchesternh.gov

New Boston, NH
bpaquette@iaff856.com

Merrimack, NH
bdoyle45@yahoo.com

Portsmouth, NH
maloneym@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Portsmouth, NH
rohdec@portsmouthnhpd.gov

PORTSMOUTH, NH
Kotsonism@yahoo.com

Portsmouth, NH
Mahoneyw@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Portsmouth, NH
davis530@yahoo.com

Portsmouth, NH
thomasl@portsmouthnhpd.gov

PENACOOK, NH
mfd222r1@yahoo.com

Swanzey, NH
seaton25@gmail.com

Derry, NH
M_harrington13@hotmail.com

Derry, NH
ashleymackinnon@comcast.net

Seabrook, NH
richardcurtis68@yahoo.com

Franklin, NH
190leatherworks@gmail.com

Plaistow, NH
adam.colby85@gmail.com

Seabrook, NH
jrwright@gmail.com

Seabrook, NH
fchase0204@gmail.com

Seabrook, NH
bryanwittman@hotmail.com

Newmarket, NH
gjordan@newmarketnh.gov

Seabrook, NH
potvin9@outlook.com

Manchester, NH
tfaucher522@comcast.net

Seabrook, NH
kpotvin75@gmail.com

Seabrook, NH
jwf62686(@aol.com

Seabrook, NH
faithc830@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
Ibfaucher@gmail.com

Merrimack, NH
nic41683@aol.com
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Chamberlain,

Kenneth

Mclntosh, Kevin

Edwards, William

Edwards, Shannon

Newport, Mark

Gosselin, Zachary

Adams, Eric

Pitts, Ryan

Truman, Jennifer

Lundin, Donald

Lippincott, Andrew

Ellston, Susan

‘Nault, Diana

Fournier, Timothy

Wells, Jordan

Lavoie, Jeremy

O’Leary, Brian

Ort, Richard

Haile, Joshua

Ellston I1I, Clifford

Snow, Jonathan

Spanos, Matthew

Sylvester, Matt

Grande, Jake

Sullivan, Breanne

Holmes, Stephen

Holmes, April

Auburn, NH
kchamber@manchesternh.gov

Meredith, NH
kmcintosh@sanborntonpolice.org

Seabrook, NH
Wedwards@seabrooknh..org

Seabrook, NH
Sre101782@gmail.com

Portsmouth, NH
mnewport48(@msn.com

Berlin, NH
zachary.e.gosselin@doc.nh.gov

Tilton, NH
esadams1976@gmail.com

Rochester, NH
rpitts | @hotmail.com

Keene, NH
jtruman@ci.keene.nh.us

KEENE, NH
dlundin@keenenh.gov

Keene, NH
alippincott@keenenh.gov

Sandown, NH
sellston@gsinet.net

Candia, NH
dfd71@msn.com

Nashua, NH
fourniertimothy@gmail.com

Rochester, NH
jpwellsO4@gmail.com

Auburn, NH
JlavoieS544@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
Obeef2@yahoo.com

Tilton, NH
rort@tiltonpd.org

Portsmouth, NH
hailej@portsmouthnhpd.gov

Sandown, NH
cellston@gsinet.net

Bedford, NH
clinicalsnow(@gmail.com

New London, NH
matthewspanos@gmail.com

Exeter, NH

matthewsylvester2018@gmail.com

Bedford, NH
jerande23@comcast.net

Bedford, NH
bsullivanl7@gmail.com

Exeter, NH
Sholmes@Exeternh.gov

Exeter, NH
AHolmes@Exeternh.gov
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Holmes, Alex

Holmes, Paul

Holmes, Lindsay

Holmes, Lauren

Holmes, Brent

Holmes, Christine

Towne, Richard

Hampton, NH
AHolmes@Hamptonnh.gov

Candia, NH
Ohgravy@yahoo.com

Hampstead, NH
Linpin@yahoo.com
Hooksett, NH
LHolmes @gmail.com

Sandown, NH
Orange@gmail.com

Hampstead, NH
Cbeauchesne52(@gmail.com

Hampstead, NH
RTowne47@gmail.com
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President
Wendy Piper
Grafton County Commissioner

Vice President
Cathy Stacey
Rockingham Register of Deeds

At Large Member
Toni Pappas

Hillsborough County Commissioner

At Large Member
Ross Cunningham

Merrimack County Administrator

January 20, 2023

Representative Carol McGuire

Chairman

Association of Counties

11 South Main Ste. 200
Concord, NH 03301

info@nhcouties.org

www.nhcounties.org

House Municipal & County Committee

NH House

Concord, NH 03301

Immediate Past President
Chuck Weed
Cheshire County Commissioner

Treasurer
Charles Nickerson
Rockingham Finance Director

Bylaws Chair
Chris Coates
Cheshire County Administrator

Chair McGuire and Members of the House Executive Departments & Administration

Committee,

The NH Association of Counties would like to express its opposition to HB 449, relative to the

calculation of group 2 retirement benefits in the retirement system.

This bill if passed would make significant changes to the group 2 retirement standards and
increase costs on the county government. This bill would lower the age of service standards and
increase the annuity multipliers. It would be a cost impact to the counties as public employers
and ultimately the county taxpayers. The Association would ask the committee to vote this bill

inexpedient to legislate.

If you have any questions, please reach out to Kate Horgan at khorgan@dupontgroup.com.

Sincerely,

e

President
NHAC
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PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS

O F N E W H A M P § H I R E

House Executive Departments and Administration Committee
Legislative Office Building

33 N. State Street

Concord, NH 03301

RE: Testimony in support of HB 449 relative to the calculation of group Il retirement benefits in
the retirement system

Dear Chairwoman McGuire and Members of the Committee,

The Professional Fire Fighters of New Hampshire express their full support for HB 449, relative
to the calculation of group Il retirement benefits in the retirement system.

When dedicating oneself to a career in public service, most recognize that they do so for a
modest wage, fair benefits, and a dignified retirement. For many years this was indeed the case.
However, monumental changes to the retirement system in 2011 forever changed what it meant
to be a public employee in New Hampshire.

Now, fire fighters, police officers, and correctional officers are wondering if the prolonged
physical and emotional stress of a dedicated career in public service is truly worth the
deteriorating retirement benefit. Over the years, the expectations of this job have become much
higher than ever before. The risks are far greater and retirement is less enticing. It cannot be
denied and is no longer anecdotal - people are leaving these jobs because we have failed to honor
our promise to them.

House Bill 449 will change this narrative. Not only does it represent a partial restoration of a
benefit removed from our members in 2011, but it is the one singular retirement bill being heard
by this committee that positively impacts all fire fighters, police officers, and corrections
personnel. In passing this legislation, the committee recognizes New Hampshire’s recruitment
and retention crisis and is willing to make meaningful, impactful changes to stop the bleeding.



B OL D P L AN S§ T RONG UNIT ON - FULLY | NVOLVETD M E M B E R 8

PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS

O F N E W H A M P § H I R E

Bipartisan lawmakers in all chambers of our State House have acknowledged New Hampshire is
suffering from a recruitment and retention epidemic like none we have ever seen. Many of these
same lawmakers have declared the urgency to pass positive and substantial retirement legislation
as the long-term solution. This opportunity is now before the members of this committee, as
House Bill 449 aims to combat this crisis. I would ask for your support in changing the narrative.

On behalf of the Professional Fire Fighters of New Hampshire, please vote OTP on HB 449.

Respectfully Submitted,

foted

Brian Ryll
President
Professional Fire Fighters of NH



Beau Bernard

Passing this Bill is detrimental to New Hampshire Police Departments.



Charles Chabot



Justin Mangum

| support HB449 - Calculation of Group Il Retirement Benefits



Ryan Boyton

| am in support of this bill.



Richard Brown

| am in favor of this bill!



Christopher Cunnigham

| support this bill to help restore the changes that were made back in 2012



Frank Hebert

| respectfully submit my supporting position on this Bill as it will return the select members to their
rightful place with respect to retirement thereby motivating this group of seasoned and knowledgeable
members to remain on the job to guide, mentor and shape the next generation.



Greg Atwood

This is an important change to help undo a wrong that was leveraged against those that protect us on
a daily basis. Thank you for reconsidering this.



Steven Orr

| 100% Support this Bill!



Erik Widerstrom

Please support this bill. It directly impacts retention issues police departments are facing with regard
to experienced officers whose retirement benefits were reduced years after they were hired.



Todd Leshney

| Support this bill



Eric Benson

| support this bill



Christian Cummings

| support this bill.



Richard Carlson

| am in support of the proposed legislation. This



Matthew Terry

| am in support of HB 449



Christopher Jacques

The time is now to strengthen our recruitment and retention of officers.



Tammy Maio

| support this bill.



Michael Brinkman

| am a Police Officer in NH and | was personally affected when they screwed over our group in 2011.
| signed up for 20 years and 50 percent of our high 3. They should calculate what we signed up for.
Make this right.



Charles Raizes

| support this bill as it restores a term of the retirement system that was in effect when many Group I
members were hired. It simply turns a wrong into a right as these Group Il members will receive a
benefit they were promised upon accepting their employment. A benefit that has unjustly and
arguably illegally been taken away from them would be restored.



Adam Kozlowski

| support this bill because it would make things right for those who were hired under a certain
premise. To change someone's retirement when they have already started working is wrong.



Benjamin Nugent

Support Law Enforcement



Daniel Poirier

It's only fair to give back the 20 year retirement that the employees were promised when they signed
up for this profession. | hope and believe this will be corrected. Thank you | hope and



Tom DuBois

| support this bill.



Scott Weiss

In support of



Stephen Soares

| started my career in NH Law Enforcement in 2005. When | did, | was promised a retirement that
was changed 7 years later. For those that took the job after the change, they did so knowing what
they were getting into. | did not have a choice and am now subject to whatever happens. | am
respectfully asking that the retirement system return back to what it was when | started. Thank you

for your time!



William Werner

Please consider adopting both this bill as well as HB579. Individuals from across the state have
voluntarily raised their hand and sworn an oath to protect the communities we love. As a state we
have to give back to this special group restore their confidence in their retirement system.



Brandon Montplaisir

| am in support of this bill. This will greatly impact those members in the NHRS which were not vested
prior to the change.



Austin Maguire

| am in support of returning the multiplier back to 2.5 percent. Help keep our veteran officers from
leaving the job.



Alex McMillen

| support this bill.



Christopher Cost

Please vote "Yes!"



Jason Yarosz

Please support this bill, although not perfect it will help retain experienced officers that this State
desperately need to keep. Law enforcement is currently at a critical and dangerous lower point that
we cannot afford to let get worse. Thank you and HB579 is a much better bill to support!



Sarah Carlson

| support this bill as it reverts back to the original retirement conditions which was the standing
contract when group 2 employees agreed to be hired at this time. It is more beneficial to their overall
health and wellness, as well as their commitment to a difficult job since they will feel supported and
not penalized by the community in which they protect.



Aaron Stacy

| support this bill



Nicholas McLellan

Passage of this bill is the right thing to do to support our public servants who put their lives on the line
every day at minimal compensation, and with full knowledge that their pension is not enough to
survive off of without working a second career after retirement.



Marshall Bennett

Recruitment and retention of public officials participating in Group Il retirement has been hampered
since increasing the qualification for retirement. Restoring the annual multiplier to 2.5 percent for the
first 20 years will make the retirement system more attractive to potential and existing employees.



Christopher Mattei

| am in support of this bill



Trish Yarosz

Please support this bill. We cannot afford to lose any more experienced officers. This bill would help
retain them.



Christopher Bashaw

Support for HB 579: Eliminating the 2011 transition provision for Group Il Retirement And HB 449:
Calculation of Group Il Retirement Benefits Dear committee members, As one of the individuals
that fell into the transition group in the retirement system. | would like to state my support for this bill,
and fixing the issues for those that were impacted by this transition language When | began my
career in the town of Newmarket in 2007. | was told the terms of the state retirement system and |
had no choice about whether or not | participated in them. | had given up a job in the private sector to
pursue serving my community further missing some of the service to others that | had found during
my time in the military. | took a substantial pay cut, and at the time | begin my career was making just
over $15 an hour as a police officer. When the legislation passed to change the retirement system, |
did not have 10 years in and | fell in the so-called semi grandfathered group of people and instead of
now doing 20 years, | would have to do 23 years to get to my retirement. This was a bigchange to
what | was promised when | began my career and my mandatory participation in the retirement
system. | am very blessed for the opportunities. | have had in law-enforcement and | have worked
tirelessly to advance my career at the Rockingham County sheriff’s office. | was excited to see
legislation that recently passed that would at least allow me to purchase back the three years that
were “taken” or “added” to my required service. However, when | submitted a request for payment
calculation, | was shocked to find out that it would cost me over $144,000 due within 90 days in order
to purchase those years. | have always said that if Group Il employee had 10 days on the job or 10
years they should have been keep under the terms of the retirement system when they entered the
system since it was mandatory to participate. Please support this bill to and have the State of New
Hampshire keep it promises that it made to its employees when they were hired. Thank you, Chris
Bashaw Kingston NH



Angela Comeau



Paul Bois

| have been working in NH for the pass 20+ year an sign a contract with this state 20 yrs ago and was
disappointed that the State changed our contract 9 yrs in.



Adam VanSteensburg

Lets Support 1st responders



Evan Turcotte

When first hired as a firefighter in 2009, The retirement system was straightforward and a benefit that
brought people to the profession. Currently we are facing a shortage of firefighters, law enforcement
officers, and correction officers. We should be doing what we can to recruit employees into these
professions. Having the retirement system (in which the employee has no option but to enroll into) as
a good thing is a tool that can be used to recruit and retain employees in the state. Thank you for your
consideration.



Lou Krawczyk

| am a police officer in Manchester NH. | had more than 9 years on the job when part of my pension
was stolen from me. The pension is not a give. | have been paying into the system for 20 years now
and it is a mandatory contribution. It's unbelievable to me that the state can tack on extra time of

service for a substantially lower pension.



Brian Rathman

| support HB449. | feel it will have a positive impact on current public safety professionals, as well as
help in the recruitment efforts for new employees.



Rene Archambault

| believe the state of New Hampshire should do the correct thing an return the



Jennifer Rathman

| support HB449 because it is highly beneficial to public safety employees.



Brian Houde

My name is Brian Houde. | am 38 years old. | became a police officer in 2005 in the State of Maine.
After 4 years as a full-time police officer, | came back to work in New Hampshire where | have always
lived. | was hired as a full-time police officer in 2009 and joined the NHRS under the impression that |
would be receiving a 20 year retirement. We know how the story goes, it got swept out from under me
and now | have to work 24 years to get 50% instead of 20 years. At 24 years under the system | was
hired under | would have earned 60%, now it's 50% after 24 years, quite a difference. My
contributions into the Maine retirement system were rolled over into an IRA because | never had an
intention on going back to work there. It is unfair how this was changed on me and my family. | am
hoping we can now make this right. Thank you for listening to me and | hope you will support this bill.
Brian



Michael Boucher

| am in support of this bill, as it basically reverts the retirement system back to how it was when | was
hired as a police officer in 2003. It should never have been allowed to be changed back in 2011, for
those of us already in the retirement system. The benefits of the NH retirement system were very
appealing to me, which was a big factor in me seeking employment with a NH municipality. To have
the rug pulled out from underneath me in 2011 was quite upsetting and frankly unacceptable. | had
served my town admirably for 8 years at that point, and to have the provisions of my retirement all of
a sudden altered was like being stabbed in the back. This bill fixes a wrong, and | believe it will help
retain those of us who it directly affects, who are still proudly serving the people of the State of NH.
Thank you.



Erika Roy

| am in support of this bill. It rights a wrong done to our public servants back in 2011.



bobbie kozlowski

As a member of the general public and with the way the world is today and more people migrating to
NH | like knowing we have the best Law Enforcement Officers here in the state of NH. We won't
attract qualified applicants that can just work in Massachusetts and get more pay and more benefits.



William Clayton

Please support your Retired Fire Fighters!



Eric Joyal

| am in support of this bill.



Amy Brandreth

| support this bill



Mike Morin

| am in support of this bill



Sean Eaton

I am in support of this bill. Thank you for supporting our first responders.



Rich Curtis

Hello, and thank you for taking the time. | got hired by the Exeter Fire Department in 2010. |
transferred over from the state of New York. That pension system is completely taxpayer funded. |
could not bring my benefits with me. | got hired at the age of 41 | was offered 2.5% over 20 years to
give me 50% of my best average. | decided that the best thing for my family would be to move to New
Hampshire and be close to our families and that | could work in firefighting in ENS until | was 61 or 62
years old.The 2011 bill change that drastically. | would have to work until 'm 66 years old as a
firefighter and paramedic. | have no choice currently- that is what | have to do. I’'m asking that you
support this bill and reinstate what was originally agreed upon.

| can tell you that if | decided to change the terms of a contract in a business setting to affect
transactions in the past, | would be sued.Thank you for your time and attention. This bill is fair. The
bill in 2011 was unfair.



Jeremy Wright

| support this



Frank Chase

| support HB 449



Bryan Wittman

Please pass this bill for our pensions.



Mark Potvin

| support this Bill, HB449.



Katie Potvin

| support this Bill, HB449.



Jabe Felch

| support this Bill, HB449.



Faith Felch

| support this Bill, HB449.



William Edwards

| support HB 449



Shannon Edwards

| support HB 449



Mark Newport

13339



Susan Ellston

| support bill 449



Jonathan Snow

| support this bill.



Matt Sylvester

| support this bill



Stephen Holmes

| support this bill



April Holmes

| support this bill



Alex Holmes

| support this bill



Paul Holmes

| support this bill



Lindsay Holmes

| support this bill



Lauren Holmes

| support this bill



Brent Holmes

| support this bill



Christine Holmes

| support this bill



Richard Towne

| support this bill



HB 449-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION

23-0398.1
10/08
HOUSE BILL 449-FN
AN ACT relative to the calculation of group II retirement benefits in the retirement
system.
SPONSORS: Rep. Goley, Hills. 21; Rep. Proulx, Hills. 15; Rep. Bordes, Belk. 5; Rep. O'Brien,
Hills. 10

COMMITTEE: Executive Departments and Administration

ANALYSIS

This bill increases the service retirement and disability retirement annuity multiplier for the

first 20 years of service of group II retirement system members under the transition provisions
adopted in 2011.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [inbrackets-and-struckthrough:|

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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HB 449-FN - AS INTRODUCED

23-0398.0
10/
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three
AN ACT relative to the calculation of group II retirement benefits in the retirement

system.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Retirement System; Service Retirement; Group II. Amend RSA 100-A:5, II(b)(2) to read as
follows:
(2) For members who are in vested status before January 1, 2012, a state annuity

which, together with his or her member annuity, shall be equal to 2- 1/2 percent of his or her average

final compensation multiplied by the number of years of his or her creditable service not in excess of

40 years, or for members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011 [a-state-annuity-which;

years;-and-group-H-members] or who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2012 shall

be as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d) with the maximum number of years
of creditable service not in excess of 40.5 years.

2 Retirement System; Service Retirement; Group II; Transition Provision. RSA 100-A:5, II(d) is
repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

(d) Active group II members who commenced service prior to July 1, 2011 and who have
not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2012, or members who commenced service on or after
July 1, 2011 shall be subject to the following transition provisions for years of service required for
regular service retirement, the minimum age for regular service retirement, and the multiplier used
to calculate the retirement annuity, which shall be applicable on or after January 1, 2012 according
to the following:

(1) Commenced service on or after July 1, 2011: 2.5 percent for first 20 years of
service, 2.0 percent for subsequent years.

(2) Less than 4 years of service on July 1, 2011: minimum 24 years of service;
minimum age 49; 2.5 percent for first 20 years of service, 2.1 percent for subsequent years.

(3) At least 4 years but less than 6 on July 1, 2011: minimum 23 years of service;
minimum age 48 ; 2.5 percent for first 20 years of service, 2.2 percent for subsequent years.

(4) At least 6 years but less than 8 years on July 1, 2011: minimum 22 years of
service; minimum age 47; 2.5 percent for first 20 years of service, 2.3 percent for subsequent years.

(5) At least 8 years but less than 10 years on July 1, 2011: minimum 21 years of

service; minimum age 46; 2.5 percent for first 20 years of service, 2.4 percent for subsequent years
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HB 449-FN - AS INTRODUCED
- Page 2 -

3 Retirement System; Disability Retirement; Group II. Amend RSA 100-A:6, II(b) to read as
follows:

(b) Upon ordinary disability retirement, the group II member shall receive an ordinary
disability retirement allowance which shall consist of: a member annuity which shall be the
actuarial equivalent of his or her accumulated contributions at the time of his or her ordinary
disability retirement; and a state annuity which, together with his or her member annuity, for
members who are in vested status before January 1, 2012, shall be equal to 2 1/2 percent of his or
her average final compensation at the time of ordinary disability retirement multiplied by the
number of years of his or her creditable service not in excess of 40 at the time of ordinary disability

retirement, or for members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011, [shall-be-equal-to-2

ordinary-disability retirementand-group-H-members] or who have not attained vested status prior
to January 1, 2012 shall be as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, 11(d) with the

maximum number of years of creditable service not in excess of 40.5 years provided, however, that
such allowance shall not be less than 25 percent of the member's final compensation at the time of
his or her disability retirement.

4 Supplemental Disability Retirement Allowance; Group II; Transition provisions. Amend RSA
100-A:6, I1(d)(2) to read as follows:

(2) For members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011, any group II
member who has more than 33 1/3 years of service, a supplemental disability retirement allowance
shall be paid. Such supplement shall be equal to [2-pereent] the corresponding multiplier as
provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d) of his or her average final
compensation multiplied by the number of years of his or her creditable service in excess of 33 1/3
but not in excess of 42.5 years.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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HB 449-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED
AN ACT relative to the calculation of group II retirement benefits in the retirement
system.
FISCAL IMPACT: [ X] State [ X] County [ X] Local [ ] None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026
Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $169,000+ $3,560,000

. . [ X ] General [ ] Education [ X ] Highway [ X'] Other -

Sp LA BIDDARE, Various State Agency Funds

POLITICAL

SUBDIVISIONS:

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $13,320,000

*The New Hampshire Retirement System states it is not able to separate the fiscal impact of this legislation
between county and local government, therefore the fiscal impact is shown together as political subdivisions.

METHODOLOGY:

This bill increases the service retirement and disability retirement annuity multiplier for the

first 20 years of service of group II retirement system members under the transition provisions

adopted in 2011.

The New Hampshire Retirement System (NHRS) assumes this bill will not only apply to the

group II retirement system members under the transition provisions adopted in 2011, but also

to members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011. Currently, members are not

subject to the transition rules, which only apply to members who commenced service prior to

July 1, 2011, but were not vested prior to January 1, 2012. The NHRS notes the bill would

increase the multiplier in the first 20 years for all current and future Group II members subject

to RSA 100-A:5(b)(2), not just the closed pool of active members subject to the transition rules

under RAS 100-A:5, I1(d). The fiscal impact assumes an increased multiplier will apply to both

cohort of members.




The NHRS actuary states since contributions rates for FY 2024-2025 have been certified they
are not subject to change and there will be no fiscal impact in FY 2024-2025. The NHRS
actuary states the FY 2026-2027 contribution rates will be set using the June 30, 2023
valuation. Since the rates for the 2026-2027 biennium are unknown at this time, only the net
impact for FY 2026 is shown. It should be noted the fiscal impact of this bill will go well beyond
FY 2026.

State Impact

Increase (Decrease) in Employer Pension Rates as a
Percent of Payroll

Net Impact of Proposal

Employees 0.00%
Police 3.26%
Fire 2.77%
Expected Employer Dollar Increase (Decrease) Due to Proposal
FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026
Employees - - - -
Police - - - $3,430,000
Fire - - - $130,000
TOTAL $0 $0 $0 $3,560,000
Political Subdivision Impact
Increase (Decrease) in Employer Pension Rates as a
Percent of Payroll
Net Impact of Proposal
Employees 0.00%
Teachers N/A
Police 3.26%
Fire 2.77%

Expected Employer Dollar Increase (Decrease) Due to Proposal

FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026
Employees - -
Teachers - -
Police . - - $8,800,000
Fire - - - $4.520,000




TOTAL $0 $0 $0 $13,320,000

The NHRS actuary indicates once all members in the active population are those hired on or
after July 1, 2011, and the liability is amortized it is expected the permanent employer
contribution rate increase as a result of the bill will be 1.91% and 1.99% for Police and Fire,

respectively

The NHRS actuary projects an increase in the actuarial accrued liability by $82.2 million based
on the provisions in the bill and will be amortized over a fixed period of no longer than 20-

years.

The NHRS states the proposed changes in the bill will involve significant administrative costs
relating to reprogramming of the pension administration system, revisions to administrative
procedures and staff training which will result in an indeterminable increase in expenditures.
The NHRS also states they are currently in the process of upgrading the pension
administration system and the proposed changes would require updates to the current and
future systems with $44,000 in reprogramming costs for the current system and $125,000 for
the future system starting in FY 2024. In addition, the NHRS states the changes would delay
the implementation of the new system by 4-6 months and any related staffing, professional and

consultant expenses are not included in this estimate of programming costs.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

New Hampshire Retirement System
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HB 449-FN FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT relative to the calculation of group II retirement benefits in the retirement

system.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X ] County [ X ] Local [ ]None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026
Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

$169,000+ $3,560,000

POLITICAL

SUBDIVISIONS:
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $13,320,000

*The New Hampshire Retirement System states it is not able to separate the fiscal impact of this legislation
between county and lecal government, therefore the fiscal impact is shown together as political subdivisions.

METHODOLOGY:

This bill increases the service retirement and disability retirement annuity multiplier for the
first 20 years of service of group II retirement system members under the transition provisions
adopted in 2011.

The New Hampshire Retirement System (NHRS) assumes this i)ill will not only apply to the
group II retirement system members under the transition provisions adopted in 2011, but also
to members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011. Currently, members are not
subject to the transition rules, which only apply to members who commenced service prior to
July 1, 2011, but were not vested prior to January 1, 2012. The NHRS notes the bill would
increase the multiplier in the first 20 years for all current and future Group II members subject
to RSA 100-A:5(b)(2), not just the closed pool of active members subject to the transition rules
under RAS 100-A:5, II(d). The fiscal impact assumes an increased multiplier will apply to both

cohort of members.



The NHRS actuary states since contributions rates for FY 2024-2025 have been certified they
are not subject to change and there will be no fiscal impact in FY 2024-2025. The NHRS
actuary states the FY 2026-2027 contribution rates will be set using the June 30, 2023
valuation. Since the rates for the 2026-2027 biennium are unknown at this time, only the net
impact for FY 2026 is shown. It should be noted the fiscal impact of this bill will go well beyond
FY 2026.

State Impact

Increase (Decrease) in Employer Pension Rates as a
Percent of Payroll

Net Impact of Proposal
Employees 0.00%
Police 3.26%
Fire 2.77%
Expected Employer Dollar Increase (Decrease) Due to Proposal
FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026
Employees - - - -
Police - - - $3,430,000
Fire . _— - $130,000
TOTAL >$0 $0 $0 $3,560,000

Political Subdivision Impact

Increase (Decrease) in Employer Pension Rates as a

Percent of Payroll
Net Impact of Proposal
Employees 0.00%
Teachers N/A
Police 3.26%
Fire 2.77%

Expected Employer Dollar Increase (Decrease) Due to Proposal




=

FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026
Employees - - - -
Teachers - - - -
Police - - - $8,800,000
Fire - - - $4.520,.000
TOTAL $0 $0 $0 $13,320,000

The NHRS actuary indicates once all members in the active population are those hired on or
after July 1, 2011, and the liability is amortized it is expected the permanent employer
contribution rate increase as a result of the bill will be 1.91% and 1.99% for Police and Fire,
respectively

The NHRS actuary projects an increase in the actuarial accrued liability by $82.2 million based

on the provisions in the bill and will be amortized over a fixed period of no longer than 20-years.

The NHRS states the proposed changes in the bill will involve significant administrative costs
relating to reprogramming of the pension administration system, revisions to administrative
procedures and staff training which will result in an indeterminable increase in expenditures.
The NHRS also states they are currently in the process of upgrading the pension
administration system and the proposed changes would require updates to the current and
future systems with $44,000 in reprogramming costs for the current system and $125,000 for
the future system starting in FY 2024. In addition, the NHRS states the changes would delay
the implementation of the new system by 4-6 months and any related staffing, professional and

consultant expenses are not included in this estimate of programming costs.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

New Hampshire Retirement System
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