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SB 174 - AS INTRODUCED
2023 SESSION

23-0861
06/05

SENATE BILL 174
AN ACT relative to veterans access to health care.

SPONSORS: Sen. Carson, Dist 14; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Rep. Massimilla, Graf. 1; Rep.
‘Edwards, Rock. 31; Rep. Moffett, Merr. 4

COMMITTEE: Health and Human Services

ANALYSIS X

This bill repeals 2 unfunded statutes related to health care and mental health services for
veterans. The bill also instructs the department of health and human services and the department
of military affairs and veterans services to report.to the oversight committee on health and human
services regarding veterans' access to health care and mental health services.

The bill is a request of the department of health and human services and the department of
military affairs and veterans services.

~ Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italies.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struckthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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SB 174 - AS INTRODUCED
23-0861
06/05
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three
AN ACT relative to veterans access to health care.
Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:
1 Legislative Findings and Purpose. . S
I. The general court finds that New Hampshire’s veterans deserve effective and meaningful

access to health care including behavioral health services. With the establishment of the

department of military affairs and veterans services pursuant to 2019, 273:1 et seq., the adjutant

_general and the commissioner of the department of health and human services continued to

collaborate in leveraging ;slvailable resources and ceordinating interagency efforts to promote greater
access by veterans to health care and behavioral health programs available through the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and through New Hampshire’s network of health care
providers and behavioral health services.

II. The general court also finds that the isolated provisions of 2020, 34:4, codified at RSA
126-A:81 and RSA 126-A:82, lack sufficient funds for implementation and do not align with current
and evolving effective procedures and best practices that focus on optimizing veterans access to
health care including behavioral health services.

III. Therefore, the general court finds that these obsoclete provisions of law should be
repealed.

2 Department of Health and Human Services; Department of Military Affairs and Veterans
Services; Report on Veterans' Access to Health Care and Mental Health Services. On or before
November 1, 2023, the department of health and human services, in collaboration with the
department of military affairs and veterans ser-vices, shall report to the joint legislative oversight
committee on health and human services, established in RSA 126-A:13, on veterans' access to health
care and mental health services. The report shall include, but is not limited to, a review and
overview of existing programs enabling veterans to access health care and mental health services; a
description of coordination of efforts for the access and delivery of these programs and services
between federal and state agencies and providers; and making findings and recommendations for
future legislation as appropriate.

|3 End Veteran's Homelessness Program; References Removed. Amend RSA 110-B:73-¢, I(e) to
read as follows:

(@ Connecting veterans expeﬂencing homelessness to health, mental health,
employment, entrepreneurship, and training resources through the services described under [RSA
126-A:81RSA 126 A:83] RSA 162-A:9-b, RSA 282-A:117-b, RSA 282-A:117-¢, RSA 110-B:73-a, RSA
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110-B:73-b, RSA 153-A:20, XXV, RSA 187-A:20-d, RSA 188-F:16-b, RSA 326-B:9, XIII, and RSA 328-
D:10, I().
4 Repeal. The following are repealed: ]
I. RSA 126-A:81, relative to access to health care for veterans and the navigator training
program.
II. RSA 126-A:82, relative to access to mental health services for veterans.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.



SB 174 - VERSION ADOPTED BY BOTH BODIES

2023 SESSION

23-0861
06/05
 SENATE BILL 174
AN ACT relative to veterans access to health care.
SPONSORS: Sen. Carson, Dist 14; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Rep. Massimilla, Graf. 1; Rep

Edwards, Rock. 31; Rep. Moffett, Merr. 4

COMMITTEE: Health and Human Services

ANALYSIS

This bill repeals 2 unfunded statutes related to health care and mental health services for
veterans. The bill also instructs the department of health and human services and the department
of military affairs and veterans services to report to the oversight committee on health and human
services regarding veterans' access to health care and mental health services.

The bill is a request of the department of health and human services and the department of
military affairs and veterans services.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-bracketsand steuelethrough:)
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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SB 174 - VERSION ADOPTED BY BOTH BODIES
23-0861
06/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three
AN ACT relative to veterans access to health care.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Legislative Findings and Purpose.

I. The general court finds that New Hampshire’s veterans deserve effective and meaningful
access to health care including behavioral health services. With the establishment of the
department of military affairs and veterans services pursuant to 2019, 273:1 et seq., the adjutant
general and the commissioner of the department of health and human services continued to
collaborate in leveraging available resources and coordinating interagency efforts to promote greater
access by veterans to health care and behavioral health programs available through the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and through New Hampshire’s network of health care
providers and behavioral health services.

II. The general court also finds that the isolated provisions of 2020, 34:4, codified at RSA
126-A:81 and RSA 126-A:82, lack sufficient funds for implementation and do not align with current
and evolving effective procedures and best practices that focus on optimizing veterans access to
health care including behavioral health services.

III. Therefore, the general court finds that these obsolete provisions of law should be
repealed.

2 Department of Health and Human Services; Department of Military Affairs and Veterans
Services; Report on Veterans' Access to Health Care and Mental Health Services. On or before
November 1, 2023, the department of health and human services, in collaboration with the
department of military affairs and veterans services, shall report to the joint legislative oversight
committee on health and human services, established in RSA 126-A:13, on veterans' access to health
care and mental health services. The report shall include, but is not limited to, a review and
overview of existing programs enabling veterans to access health care and mental health services; a
description of coordination of efforts for the access and delivery of these programs and services
between federal and state agencies and providers; and making findings and recommendations for
future legislation as appropriate.

3 End Veteran's Homelessness Program; References Removed. Amend RSA 110-B:73-c, II(e) to
read as follows:

(e) Connecting veterans experiencing homelessness to health, mental health,
employment, entrepreneurship, and training resources through the services described under [RSA
126-A:81-RSA126-A:82] RSA 162-A:9-b, RSA 282-A:117-b, RSA 282-A:117-¢, RSA 110-B:73-a, RSA
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110-B:73-b, RSA 153-A:20, XXV, RSA 187-A:20-d, RSA 188-F:16-b, RSA 326-B:9, XIII, and RSA 328-
D:10, 1G). _
4 Repeal. The following are repealed:
I. RSA 126-A:81, relative to access to health care for veterans and the navigator training
program.
II. RSA 126-A:82, relative to access to mental health services for veterans.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.



CHAPTER 74
SB 174 - FINAL VERSION

2023 SESSION

23-0861
06/05

SENATE BILL 174
AN ACT relative to veterans access to health care.

SPONSORS: Sen. Carson, Dist 14; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Rep. Massimilla, Graf. 1; Rep.
Edwards, Rock. 31; Rep. Moffett, Merr. 4

COMMITTEE: Health and Human Services

ANALYSIS

This bill repeals 2 unfunded statutes related to health care and mental health services for
veterans. The bill also instructs the department of health and human services and the department
of military affairs and veterans services to report to the oversight committee on health and human
services regarding veterans' access to health care and mental health services.

The bill is a request of the department of health and human services and the department of
military affairs and veterans services.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [inbrackets-andstruckthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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CHAPTER 74
SB 174 - FINAL VERSION
23-0861
06/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three
ANACT relative to veterans access to health care.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

74:1 Legislative Findings and Purpose.

) I. The general court finds that New Hampshire's veterans deserve effective and meaningful
access to health care including behavioral health services. With the establishment of the
department of military affairs and veterans services pursuant to 2019, 273:1 et seq., the adjutant
general and the commissioner of the department of health and human services continued fo
collaborate in leveraging available resources and coordihating interagency efforts to promote greater
access by veterans to health care and behavioral health programs available through the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and through New Hampshire’s network of health care
providers and behaviorai health services.

II. The general court also finds that the isolated provisions of 2020, 34:4, codified at RSA
126-A:81 and RSA 126-A:82, lack sufficient funds for implementation and do not align with current
and evolving effective procedures and best practic.es that focus on optimizing veterans access to
health care including behavioral health services.

TII. Therefore, the general court finds that these obsolete provisions of law should be
repealed.

74:2 Department of Health and Human Services; Department of Military Affairs and Veterans
Services; Report on Veterans' Access to Health Care and Mental Health Services. On or before
November 1, 2023, the department of health and human services, in collaboration with the
department of military affairs and veterans services, shall report to the joint legislative oversight
committee on health and human services, established in RSA 126-A:13, on veterans' access to health
care and mental health services. The report shall include, but is not limited to, a review and
overview of existing programs enabling veterans to access health care and mental health services; a
description of coordination of efforts for the access and delivery of these programs and services
between federal and state agencies and providers; and making findings and recommendations for
future legislation as appropriate. r

74:3 End Veteran's Homelessness Program; References Removed. Amend RSA 110-B:73-c, II{e)
to read as follows:

(e) Connecting veterans experiencing homelessness to health, mental health,
employment, entrepreneurship, and training resources through the services described under [RSA
126-A:81 BSA 126 A:82] RSA 162-A:9-b, RSA 282-A:117-b, RSA 282-A:117-¢c, RSA 110-B:73-a, RSA
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110-B:73-b, RSA 153-A:20, XXV, RSA 187-A:20-d, RSA 188-F:16-b, RSA 326-B:9, XIII, and RSA 328-
D:10, 1G).
74:4 Repeal. The following are repealed:
I. RSA 126-A:81, relative to access to health care for veterans and the navigator training
program.
II. RSA 126-A:82, relative to access to mental health services for veterans.

74:5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved: June 07, 2023
Effective Date: June 07, 2023






AMENDED
SENATE CALENDAR NOTICE
Health and Human Services

Sen Regina Birdsell, Chair

Sen Kevin Avard, Vice Chair
Sen Jeb Bradley, Member

Sen Rebecca Whitley, Member
Sen Suzanne Prentiss, Member

Date: January 24, 2023

HEARINGS
Wednesday | 02/01/2023
(Day) (Date)
Health and Human Services Legislative Office Building 101  9:00 a.m.
(Name of Committee) (Place) (Time)
9:00 a.m. SB 86-FN relative to health care workforce development and making

appropriations therefor.

9:15 a.m. SB 178-FN-A relative to certain specialty formulas under Medicaid.
9:30 a.m, SB 170-FN relative to small group child day care centers.
9:45 a.m. SB 176-FN relative to insurance coverage for pelvic floor therapy.

The Committee will break at the conclusion of the hearing on

SB 176-FN.

1:00 p.m. SB 172-FN allowing court-appointed guardians to receive Temporary Assistance
to Needy Families benefits.

1:15 p.m. SB 173-FN relative to surprise medical bills.

1:30 p.m. SB174 relative to veterans access to health care.

1:45 p.m. SB 91 relative to the qualifications of dentists to administer general

anesthesia or deep sedation.

2:00 p.m. SB 171 relative to the definition of youth recreational programs.

EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY FOLLOW



Sponsors:
SB 86-FN
Sen. Rosenwald
SB 178-FN-A
Sen. Rosenwald:
Rep. Nordgren
SB 170-FN
Sen. Perkins Kwoka
Sen. Rosenwald
Sen. Chandley
SB 176-FN
Sen. Perkins Kwoka
Sen. Whitley

SB 172-FN
Sen. Carson

Sen. Soucy

SB 173-FN
Sen. Carson

SB 174

Sen. Carson

Rep. Moffett

SB 91

Sen. Innis

SB 171

Sen. Ricciardi
Sen. Avard

Sen. Innis

Sen. Birdsell

Sen. Bradley

Sen. Whitley
Rep. N. Murphy

Sen. Watters
Sen. Soucy
Sen. Fenton

Sen. Watters
Sen. Carson

Sen. D'Allesandro
Rep. Long

Sen. Bradley

Sen. D'Allesandro

Sen. Ward

Sen. Perkins Kwoka
Sen. Fenton

Sen. Soucy

Sen. Chandley

Sen. Altschiller

Cameron Lapine 271-2104

Sen. Prentisg
Rep. Nutter-Upham

Sen, Gannon
Sen. Lang
Sen. Prentiss

Sen. Fenton
Rep. Cannon

Sen, Whitley
Rep. McMahon

Sen. Prentiss

Rep. Massimilla

Sen. Watters

Sen, Rosenwald
Sen. D'Allesandro
Sen. Gannon
Rep. Rombeau

Regina Birdsell
Chairman

Rep. McMahon

Sen. Altschiller
Sen. Whitley

Sen. Altschiller
Rep. Grote

Sen. Rosenwald
Rep. W. MacDonald

Rep. Edwards

Sen. Whitley
Sen. Carson
Sen. Prentiss
Sen, Pearl
Rep. L. Gould



Senate Health and Human Services Committee
Cameron Lapine 271-2104

SB 174, relative to veterans access to health care.
Hearing Date:  February 1, 2023
Time Opened: 1:51 p.m. Time Closed: 2:05 p.m.

Members of the Committee Present: Senators Birdsell, Avard, Bradley and
Prentiss

Members of the Committee Absent: Senator Whitley

Bill Analysis: This bill repeals 2 unfunded statutes related to health care and
mental health services for veterans. The bill also instructs the department of health
and human services and the department of military affairs and veterans services to
report to the oversight committee on health and human services regarding veterans'
access to health care and mental health services.

The bill is a request of the department of health and human services and the
department of military affairs and veterans services.

Sponsors:
Sen. Carson Sen. D'Allesandro Rep. Massimilla
Rep. Edwards Rep. Moffett

Who supports the bill: Senator Sharon Carson (Senate District 14), Warren Perry (Deputy
Adjutant General, DMAVS), Wendi Aultman (DHHS), Paula Minnehan (NH Hospital
Association), and Kevin Grady (State Veterans Advisory Committee).

Who opposes the bill: None.
Who is neutral on the bill: None,
Summary of testimony presented in support:

Senator Sharon Carson
Senate District 14

e Senator Carson said SB 174 was a request of the Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) and the Department of Military Affairs and Veterans Services
(DMAVS).
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Sen. Carson said the two departments are already working in collaboration to leverage
resources for servicemembers and their families, rendering the need for navigators
moot, '

Sen. Carson said RSA 126-A:81 and RSA 126-A:82 do not improve current practices by
either department. She said RSA 126-A:81 requires DHHS to train and use veterans
service officers employed by DMAVS, impacting their ability to connect veterans with
federal Department of Veterans Affairs services and other state resources.

Sen. Carson said the intent of RSA 126-A:82 is already being met through existing
resources within DMAVS.

Sen. Carson said neither RSA 126-A:81 nor RSA 126-A:82 have been implemented due
to a lack of sufficient funding and adding funding to force their implementation would
be redundant and wasteful.

Sen. Carson said the statutes would be throwing funds at a problem that was solved by
the creation of DMAVS in 2019.

Warren Perry and Wendi Aultman

Deputy Adjutan{: General, DMAVS; Bureau Chief, Bureau of Elderly and Adult
Services, DHHS '

Mr. Perry said the establishment of DMAVS has been a success and the Department
has a robust relationship with DHHS. He said SB 174 will continue the departments
down the same path, not create a new direction.

Mr. Perry said DMAVS received $1.25 million in appropriations in the previous
biennium and has requested the same funding. He said the Department is working to
continue to provide access to care, reduce social isolation, and support the mental
health of veterans. He said DMAVS has two contracts — a $400,000 contract with Easter
Seals and a $350,000 contract with the Partnership for Public Health — to improve
access to services.

Mr. Perry said DMAVS has a toolkit for providers across the state, including a YouTube
video series to help providers identify veterans in need of services and cultural
competencies for providing care to veterans. ‘

Mr. Perry said DMAYVS is looking at a marketing contract to increase awareness and
help teach veterans and their families without the need for navigators.

Mzr. Perry said the concepts of RSA 126-A:81 and RSA 126-A:82 were good but
implementing them would take away the capacity of veterans service officers to attend
to their primary directive. He said these statutes try to make veterans service officers
into insurance experts, while their purpose is to connect veterans with services.

Mr. Perry said there are seven veterans service officers in New Hampshire, serving
about 300 veterans per month. He said the average case time with the federal
Department of Veterans Affairs is six months and the veterans service officers do not
need the additional distraction of becoming insurance experts.

Mr. Perry said that healthcare navigators are a solution in search of a problem.

Ms. Aultman said DHHS and DMAVS work in tandem to address the needs of the
individuals they are serving. She said they have close collaboration with, and support
from, the federal Department of Veterans Affairs.

Page 2



e Ms. Aultman said DHHS has a full-time staff member who focuses on working with
DMAVS to meet the needs of veterans experiencing homelessness.

e Ms. Aultman said the DHHS and DMAVS systems are integrated through NH Care
Path and ServiceLink to ensure that veterans in need can be connected with the
appropriate services, She said they even offer joint appointments when appropriate to
make the most of a veterans time.

* Ms. Aultman said that the community mental health centers have identified military
liaisons to support servicemembers and veterans.

* Ms. Aultman said that DHHS agrees with DMAVS that funding RSA 126-A:81 and RSA
126-A:82 in order to force implementation would be redundant.

Summary of testimony presented in opposition: None.

Neutral Information Presented: None.

cml
Date Hearing Report completed: February 2, 2023
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Senate Health & Human Services Committee
SIGN-IN SHEET

Date: Wednesday February 1st, 2023

SB 174

Time: 1:30 p.m.

Name/Representing (please print neatly)

AN ACT relative to veterans access to health care.

Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No

= 6..3\4\4_-%4. 5\"‘\"-"" C-G\,rgav- D;Q-"_ 1“1 E D D E D

Warran Deivy Doy, PLi-Gracml P Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No

N ) D avs -

Lvznmdy BuVrava puns = U [l 8 0O

%Mq" W A.)?i\( #«wM Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No
Assoesatzon | B 0 0 o X

{_w I 6 iy | Shela V.Q(’Wms Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No
P vis g Gonmiliee | K a | O M|

/ Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No

O a | a 0

Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No

W | | a O

Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No

a O QO Q Q0

Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes - No

Q | | a 0

Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No

O O O a o

Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No

a ad O Q 4

Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No

| 0 | a 0

Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes  No

0l 4 d a

Support Neutral Oppose Speaking? Yes No

O Q a o 4




Testimony



Cameron LaEine

om: Jonathan Esposito <jespo2006@gmail.com>
sent: Sunday, February 5, 2023 10:09 AM
To: Cameron Lapine
Subject: Repeal of unfunded bills per SB 174
1
[. Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

Cameron, when | try to email the entire Committee from the official link, my email won't recognize it.
Please farward to entire HHS committee as testimony concerning and request for response RE SB 174

| am a veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan who has resided in New Hampshire for approximately 7 years. Prior to moving to
'New Hampshire | had begun to plan for a transition here and | began receiving my healthcare at the Manchester New
Hampshire Department of Veterans affairs veterans Health Administration medical center around the time | started
employment there in the summer of 2014.

I served my fellow veterans honorably, being a passionate advocate for expansion of access to care, rising steadily
through the ranks at a rapid rate and impacting change across service lines of the organization, until | became a
whistleblower of my own in the wake of the 2017 scandal that broke, and the follow on cronyism that was investigated
by the Office of Special Counsel.

watched the VA administration hold town halls and publicly lie to Veterans about closing the urgent Care 24 hours and
snunting veterans to the community, stating that the patient census was going down and that less veterans were
utilizing off hours services. The problem with that report was, | was the duty administrator on nights and weekends as
the directors representative, and | personally prepared the reports being sent to leadership- the patient census numbers
were going up. More veterans were using the urgent Care services after hours rather than less, at the time that they
closed access to those services back in 2019.

You will note at this time despite having a brand new Urgent Care facility that the Department of Veterans affairs
medical center in Manchester still does not have 24-hour access to care. In fact, among other statistics that New
Hampshire as a state should not be proud of, we are

-the only-

State in the continuous 48 states of the nation that does not have 24-hour access to VA care. Care that is critical
specifically for meeting the unique Health needs of the disabled veterans who carried the burden of what we have come
to refer to as the "20 years war".

May | ask why we are repealing State provisions relative to access to care and services for New Hampshire veterans
rather than funding them? The bill text is not very clear.

It states repeal is necessary because current provisions under law "do not align with current and evolving effective

procedures and best practices that focus on optimizing veterans access to health care including behavioral health
sgrvices."

could you kindly advise specifically what respective portions of RSA 126 A:81 and A:82 do not align with current and
evolving effective procedures that focus on optimizing veterans access to healthcare?

1



Could you also kindly advise specifically what respective portions of these RSAs being focused on for repeal are not in
accordance with current best practices that focus on optimizing veterans access to healthcare?

| would love it if members of this committee could clearly define what they feel is an optimal level of veterans access t¢
healthcare, once again noting the above that as a veteran | can't get check in for VA care in this state after 4:30 p.m.

We haven't had a VA emergency room in this state in over a decade. If New Hampsbhire is the best place to work play and
live, why do we tell our veterans, too bad, drive to White River Junction or Boston or Augusta? Oh sorry Mr veteran, you
need a mental health and patient bed? Better hope we can get you a ride down to Providence or out to Central
Massachusetts. That is what | used to routinely tell veterans who came for after hours care and were failed by the va.

Trust me, those services are NOT being made up for at cmc, the elliot, dartmouth-hitchcock, Portsmouth regional, lakes
region, Southern New Hampshire, concord, or any of the new solution health systems that have subsumed these
hospitals.

Do you know what happens when you're a veteran with a condition that is chronic that is not outwardly apparent? Such
as many conditions that have become presumptive under the pact act, nervous system disorders, migraines, post-
traumatic stress, traumatic brain injuries, respiratory diseases from burn pit and medical waste exposure, IBS and gerd
and cancers and bad water exposures.

When you show up to an emergency room in New hampshire, and present your VA ID card, even if you have private
insurance to back it, you can virtually guarantee that you will be treated like those on state human Service programs
who are frequently marginalized and looked down upon. They know they are going to get paid at the Medicare rate for
services and no more and their attitudes reflect as such.

Do you know how many veterans in New Hampshire will not go to the community for services or resources because of
being accused of med seeking or doctor shopping? If you were to take a poll or survey of New Hampshire veterans and
ask respondents to identify if they felt they had been wrongly accused or "side-eyed" by clinical staff in the civilian
Health setting, especially in the emergent care setting, | think the percentage of respondents that would identify as
having been marginalized as such would shock you.

In replace of the bills that are being repealed, and without waiting for the marginally useful reports from the respective
veterans committees to report back to you as Health and human services committee, may | also ask what this
committee is doing currently to focus on optimizing access to healthcare services for veterans, including mental Health
services?

Because | resigned with my honor and dignity from the VA in 2019, no longer willing to be an apologist for a broken
system that underserved veterans, and even taking COVID 19 and the disruption on the entire healthcare community
into consideration, | can personally assure you that access to health services in new hampshire, including mental health
services, for Veterans is still absolutely suboptimal.

If you are going to make repeals for bills that have been allowed to be unfunded (who is responsible for that?) 1 certainly
hope this committee will also be recommending and reviewing where else funds can be utilized to actually make
improvemenits to access to Veterans care. | have not seen any improvements in access to veterans care in the last
several years. Period.

Respectfully submitted
Jonathan Esposito

OIF/OEF
Londonderry
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Thursday, February 16, 2023
THE COMMITTEE ON Health and Human Services
to which was referred SB 174

AN ACT relative to veterans access to health care.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS

BY AVOTE OF: 5-0

Senator Regina Birdsell
For the Committee

SB 174-FN repeals two unfunded statutes related to health care and mental health services for
Veterans and instructs the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department

of Military Affairs and Veterans Services to report to the Oversight Committee on Health and
Human Services. This bill is a request of both departments and is supported by the State Veterans
Advisory Council. The work intended by these two statutes is being done and retaining the statutes,
even unimplemented, would inhibit this important work from being done.

Cameron Lapine 271-2104



FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

SB 174, relative to veterans access to health care.

Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0.

Senator Regina Birdsell for the committee.

SB 174-FN repeals two unfunded statutes related to health care and mental health services for
Veterans and instructs the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department

of Military Affairs and Veterans Services to report to the Oversight Committee on Health and
Human Services. This bill is a request of both departments and is supported by the State
Veterans Advisory Council. The work intended by these two statutes is being done and retaining
the statutes, even unimplemented, would inhibit this important work from being done.
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Official Docket of SB174.:
Date Body Description
1/20/2023 S Introduced 01/19/2023 and Referred to Health and Human Services; SJ
5
1/25/2023 S Hearing: 02/01/2023, Room 101, LOB, 01:30 pm; SC 8
2/16/2023 S Committee Report: Qught to Pass, 02/22/2023; Vote 5-0; CC; SC 11
2/22/2023 S Ought to Pass: MA, VV; OT3rdg; 02/22/2023; S]1 8
3/20/2023 H Intreduced (in recess of) 03/16/2023 and referred to Health, Human
Services and Elderly Affairs
3/23/2023 H Public Hearing: 03/29/2023 09:30 am LOB 201-203
47472023 “H Executive Session: 03/29/2023 09:30 am LOB 201-203
4/4/2023 H Committee Report: Ought to Pass 03/29/2023 (Vote 14-0; CC)
5/4/2023 H Ought to Pass: MA VV 05/04/2023 HJ 13 P. 15
5/31/2023 H Enrolled (in recess of) 04/18/2023
5/31/2023 S Enrolled Adopted, VV, (In recess 05/18/2023); SJ 16
6/8/2023 S Signed by the Governor on 06/07/2023; Chapter 0074; Effective
06/07/2023
NH House NH Senate
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