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March 30, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

to which was referred SB 29,

AN ACT relative to repealing the statute relating to

police matrons. Having considered the same, report the

same with the recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO

PASS.

Rep. Karen Reid

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill seeks to remove police matrons from statute. The term and role of police matron is
antiquated and is no longer relevant. Currently in New Hampshire there is no one filling the role of
police matron nor is there a police matron position. Women in law enforcement today are highly
trained and qualified to fulfill the role of a police officer and this outdated title and role should be
retired to the history books.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: SB 29

Title: relative to repealing the statute relating to
police matrons.

Date: March 30, 2023

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Vote 19-0.

Rep. Karen Reid
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
SB 29, relative to repealing the statute relating to police matrons. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Karen Reid for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill seeks to remove police matrons
from statute. The term and role of police matron is antiquated and is no longer relevant. Currently
in New Hampshire there is no one filling the role of police matron nor is there a police matron
position. Women in law enforcement today are highly trained and qualified to fulfill the role of a
police officer and this outdated title and role should be retired to the history books. Vote 19-0.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 29

BILL TITLE: relative to repealing the statute relating to police matrons.

DATE: March 29, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 9:00 a.m.

Time Adjourned: 9:08 a.m.

Committee Members: Reps. Roy, Rhodes, A. Murray, Proulx, Pratt, Janvrin, D. Mannion,
Reid, Stone, Tenczar, Meuse, Bouldin, Bradley, N. Murphy, R. Newman, Newell, Selig and
Wheeler

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Senator Carson introduces her bill

 This is an antiquated term that does not properly convey respect to our female officers

Chief Emily Cobb

 Supports the bill

 NH law enforcement has evolved and this term is outdated and limiting. Women in blue

do more than just supervise other women and children. 

 Rep Roy asks if there is anyone in the state appointed as a matron, Chief Cobb says no

there are not. Rep Roy asks how in a department that doesn’t have female officers how

do they search women, Chief Cobb says they are trained in the police academy how to

appropriately examine people of the opposite gender

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Alissandra Murray, Clerk

Sen. Carson Sen. Abbas Sen. Perkins Kwoka









































HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 29

BILL TITLE: relative to repealing the statute relating to police matrons.

DATE: March 30, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS

Moved by Rep. Reid Seconded by Rep. Rhodes Vote: 19-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Alissandra Murray, Clerk




