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CONSENT CALENDAR

March 30, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

to which was referred SB 251,

AN ACT establishing a committee to study the long-term

impact of the New Hampshire adult parole system.

Having considered the same, report the same with the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. David Meuse

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill would establish a committee to study the long-term impact of the New Hampshire adult
parole system. Probation and parole are designed to lower prison populations and help people
succeed in the community; however, new data suggests that they may have the opposite effect. In
New Hampshire, 60% of state prison admissions are due to supervision violations, which is much
higher than the 45% national average. The committee unanimously felt this discrepancy warrants
further study, including taking a deeper look at our state prison admissions rate, how technical
violations are handled, the impact of supervision violations on local jails, whether supervisory fees
collected from parolees are placing an undue burden on them, and examining best practices used in
other states to minimize supervision violations.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: SB 251

Title: establishing a committee to study the long-term
impact of the New Hampshire adult parole
system.

Date: March 30, 2023

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Vote 20-0.

Rep. David Meuse
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
SB 251, establishing a committee to study the long-term impact of the New Hampshire adult parole
system. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. David Meuse for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill would establish a committee to
study the long-term impact of the New Hampshire adult parole system. Probation and parole are
designed to lower prison populations and help people succeed in the community; however, new data
suggests that they may have the opposite effect. In New Hampshire, 60% of state prison admissions
are due to supervision violations, which is much higher than the 45% national average. The
committee unanimously felt this discrepancy warrants further study, including taking a deeper look
at our state prison admissions rate, how technical violations are handled, the impact of supervision
violations on local jails, whether supervisory fees collected from parolees are placing an undue
burden on them, and examining best practices used in other states to minimize supervision
violations. Vote 20-0.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 251

BILL TITLE: establishing a committee to study the long-term impact of the New
Hampshire adult parole system.

DATE: March 29, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 3:31 p.m.

Time Adjourned: <<End
Time>>

Committee Members: Reps. Roy, Rhodes, A. Murray, Pratt, Proulx, Janvrin, D. Mannion,
Reid, Stone, Tenczar, Meuse, Bouldin, Bradley, N. Murphy, R. Newman, Newell, Selig and
Wheeler

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Senator Becky Whitley introduces her bill

 45% of the prison admissions nationally is due to parole violations, but in NH that is 60%

 Chairman Roy asks if a commission would be better suited for this issue regarding the

deadline, Senator Whitley says commissions take longer and we have all the data we

just need to collate it so a study should be sufficient

 Rep Meuse mentions the legislative assistant did a deep divide in to the NH parole

system and has Senator Whitley seen that report, Senator Whitley says yes and she

assumes it would be a great assistance to the study committee

Joseph Lascaze, ACLU

 Supports the bill

 NH is in the bottom 10 in prison admissions

 There are other possible remedies to parole violations that are more effective than

sending someone back to prison, which is both costly to voters and harmful to the

individual. We have halfway homes in NH which are being left completely unused.

 Lascaze shares that when he was released from prison his parole officer chose not to

charge him for supervision because of the volunteer and diversion work he was doing,

however Lascaze just got a letter in the mail from the NH Parole Board that backdated

his charges to the date of his release and was told that if he did not immediately pay that

amount in full he would be sent back to prison

 Chairman Roy asks how much supervisory fees are, Lascaze says they are prorated

depending on your income

Sen. Whitley Sen. Avard Sen. Perkins Kwoka
Sen. Watters Sen. Soucy Sen. D'Allesandro
Sen. Fenton Sen. Chandley Rep. Rhodes



 Rep Harriott-Gathright asks how often these fees are due, Lascaze says typically they

are monthly 

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Alissandra Murray, Clerk









HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 251

BILL TITLE: establishing a committee to study the long-term impact of the New Hampshire
adult parole system.

DATE: March 30, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS

Moved by Rep. Meuse Seconded by Rep. A. Murray Vote: 20-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Alissandra Murray, Clerk




