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April 19, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

to which was referred SB 244-FN,

AN ACT relative to false public alarms. Having

considered the same, report the same with the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Terry Roy

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill makes false reports of a shooting or bomb threat a felony. The committee heard testimony
regarding the danger, expense, and psychological damage that can be caused to everyone in a
"swatting" incident. This trauma is all the worse when children are the target. With these crimes
becoming a trend across the nation, including New Hampshire, the committee agrees that we must
send a message to anyone contemplating such an act, that it will not be tolerated and the penalty
will be severe. 

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: SB 244-FN

Title: relative to false public alarms.
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Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Vote 20-0.

Rep. Terry Roy
FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Criminal Justice and Public Safety
SB 244-FN, relative to false public alarms. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill makes false reports of a shooting or
bomb threat a felony. The committee heard testimony regarding the danger, expense, and
psychological damage that can be caused to everyone in a "swatting" incident. This trauma is all the
worse when children are the target. With these crimes becoming a trend across the nation, including
New Hampshire, the committee agrees that we must send a message to anyone contemplating such
an act, that it will not be tolerated and the penalty will be severe.  Vote 20-0.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 244-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to false public alarms.

DATE: March 29, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10:30 a.m.

Time Adjourned: 11:13 a.m.

Committee Members: Reps. Roy, Rhodes, A. Murray, Pratt, Proulx, Janvrin, D. Mannion,
Reid, Stone, Tenczar, Meuse, Bouldin, Bradley, N. Murphy, R. Newman, Newell, Selig and
Wheeler

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Senator Debra Altschiller introduces her bill

 Gun violence is now the #1 cause of death for children. There have already been 130

mass this year. Every threat must be treated seriously now because of the likelihood of

these crimes being carried out, which causes a lot of trauma for students and teachers

as well as costs taxpayers a lot of money. This bill would create penalties for such crimes

of 3 ½ to 7 years in jail.

 Chairman Roy asks if any arrests were made in the hoax calls made in NH, Senator

Altschiller says no

 Rep Wheeler asks what the penalty is now for a false report, Senator Altschiller says it is

only a violation. Rep Wheeler asks if these reports are not mostly made by children,

Senator Altschiller says she is not aware of that. Rep Wheeler says he is concerned with

charging children with these kinds of crimes and potentially sending them to jail for 7

years, Senator Altschiller says that would only happen if they were tried as an adult for

which a case would have to be made by the county attorney

 Rep Harriott-Gathright asks if Senator Altschiller would be open to an amendment that

would prevent teenagers from being charged with felonies, Senator Altschiller says that

is up to the committee

 Rep Meuse asks is it not true that we already have such penalties for false biohazard

reports, Senator Altschiller says that is true so the legal precedent is here. 

Sen. Altschiller Sen. Perkins Kwoka Sen. Rosenwald
Sen. Soucy Sen. Chandley Sen. Whitley
Sen. Fenton Sen. Watters Sen. Prentiss
Rep. M. Paige



 Rep Selig asks if Senator Altschiller has numbers of how much it costs communities to

respond to these hoax calls, Senator Altschiller doesn’t have exact numbers as the costs

vary per community

 Rep Newell asks if social media posts like from TikTok trends would be criminal under

this bill, Senator Altschiller says it likely depends on the municipality and how they

respond to those kinds of posts. The bill specifically references calls.

Zandra Rice Hawkins, GunSenseNH

 Supports the bill

 Shares her frustration with the committee on the lack of support for previous gun control

measures, and how these hoax calls are not a victimless crime. Kids are genuinely

traumatized by drills and hoax calls, sometimes even considering jumping out of two

story windows to escape a potential shooter. 

Chief Joe Hoebeke, Hollis Chief of Police

 Supports the bill

 For small towns like Hollis, when calls like this require large scale responses they are

required to rely on overtime and mutual aid, which are even more costly

 Chairman Roy asks if there are any arrests made for this crime, Chief Hoebeke says no,

but this has become such a huge issue the FBI has created a national training to help

departments know how to respond to swatting and hoax calls

 Rep Janvrin mentions how if someone calls Fish & Game with an issue and is found

without a license they are then required to reimburse the department for search costs,

would it make sense to add such a stipulation to this bill? Chief Hoebeke says potentially

but it’s hard to mandate restitution for services as it can be complicated 

 Rep Murray asks if it is true that some potential shooters will make these calls to test

response times and be able to make better plans for their crimes, Chief says yes that

does happen, and agrees with Rep Murray that charging these people with felonies

could stop a potential shooting before it happens

 Rep Selig asks if the Chief would speak to how responding to these calls could trigger

PTSD in first responders, Chief Hoebeke says these could definitely be triggers for those

who are previously diagnosed, but even those without such conditions have high stress

and anxiety during these calls. Mentions how you can audibly hear the officers’ anxious

breathing in the recording of the Nashville shooting response. Rep Selig follows up to

ask if there are officers leaving the force because of the stress, Chief says departments

are losing a lot of officers and definitely some may be because of these issues

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Alissandra Murray, Clerk







































HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 244-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to false public alarms.

DATE: April 19, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS

Moved by Rep. Janvrin Seconded by Rep. Stone Vote: 20-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Alissandra Murray, Clerk




