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REGULAR CALENDAR
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

to which was referred SB 209, relative to providing

menstrual hygiene products at no cost to individuals

who biologically menstruate in state and county

correctional facilities.



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill is similar to HB 421, which has already passed in
the House. It would support basic human dignity for women by requiring all county and state
correctional facilities to provide menstruation hygiene products to all female inmates that menstruate,
at no cost to the inmate. While this is already being done in the state correctional system, at the county
level the committee heard stories of women not being provided with a sufficient supply and being forced
to use toilet paper and other ineffective and unsanitary methods to deal with their menstruation. Unlike
the House bill, this bill would also include juvenile detention facilities and defines sufficiency, at
minimum, as 20 standard issue menstrual hygiene products per individual’s menstrual cycle.

Amendment:
Rep. David Meuse

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: Half of the committee believes that this bill
should be found inexpedient to legislate, because there is already a House sponsored version of this bill
that accomplishes more than this bill does. This version would require significant amending to make it
as thorough as the version that unanimously passed out of committee and, with bipartisan support, on
the House floor. Passing duplicate legislation is unnecessary, and ignores the significant work of the
House members who conceived the bill, the subcommittee members who worked with the stakeholders
to hone it, and the entire House who debated and decided it was worthy of becoming law.

Amendment:
Rep. Jennifer Rhodes
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Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

Criminal Justice and Public Safety
SB 209, relative to providing menstrual hygiene products at no cost to individuals who biologically
menstruate in state and county correctional facilities. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill is similar to HB 421, which has already passed in
the House. It would support basic human dignity for women by requiring all county and state
correctional facilities to provide menstruation hygiene products to all female inmates that menstruate,
at no cost to the inmate. While this is already being done in the state correctional system, at the county
level the committee heard stories of women not being provided with a sufficient supply and being forced
to use toilet paper and other ineffective and unsanitary methods to deal with their menstruation. Unlike
the House bill, this bill would also include juvenile detention facilities and defines sufficiency, at
minimum, as 20 standard issue menstrual hygiene products per individual’s menstrual cycle.

Rep. David Meuse
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: Half of the committee believes that this bill
should be found inexpedient to legislate, because there is already a House sponsored version of this bill
that accomplishes more than this bill does. This version would require significant amending to make it
as thorough as the version that unanimously passed out of committee and, with bipartisan support, on
the House floor. Passing duplicate legislation is unnecessary, and ignores the significant work of the
House members who conceived the bill, the subcommittee members who worked with the stakeholders
to hone it, and the entire House who debated and decided it was worthy of becoming law.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 209

BILL TITLE: relative to providing menstrual hygiene products at no cost to
individuals who biologically menstruate in state and county
correctional facilities.

DATE: March 29, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1:45 p.m.

Time Adjourned: 2:08 p.m.

Committee Members: Reps. Roy, Rhodes, A. Murray, Pratt, Proulx, Janvrin, D. Mannion,
Reid, Stone, Tenczar, Meuse, Bouldin, Bradley, N. Murphy, R. Newman, Newell, Selig and
Wheeler

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Senator Becky Whitley introduces her bill

 Senator Whitley gives an overview of the bill’s history and her work with advocates and

the commissioner of the DoC. Menstruation is something that affects people in different

ways and therefore different inmates will have different needs. 

 The differences between the house version and senate version are not many but the

senate version includes juvenile detention centers and also names a specific number for

a minimum amount of menstrual products at 20. There are also different definitions of

menstrual products in the bills, and the house version includes underwear. 

Tony Sculunebrene, lawyer in Nashua

 Supports the bill

 Using the word “reasonable” vs “actual” could invite litigation 

Devan Quinn, Policy Director of NH Women’s Foundation

 Supports the bill

 Handout includes the three differences between the senate and house bill versions

Commissioner Helen Hanks

 Supports the bill

 Line 16 says superintendent instead of warden or director, small mistake that should be

corrected. 

Sen. Whitley Sen. Prentiss Sen. Chandley
Sen. Perkins Kwoka Sen. D'Allesandro Sen. Rosenwald
Sen. Altschiller Sen. Fenton Sen. Watters
Sen. Soucy Rep. Simpson Rep. Read
Rep. Harriott-Gathright



 Naming a specific number of products will ensure there aren’t arbitrary limits put in place

that can be exploited by inmates or correction officers

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Alissandra Murray, Clerk













































HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 209

BILL TITLE: relative to providing menstrual hygiene products at no cost to individuals who
biologically menstruate in state and county correctional facilities.

DATE: March 30, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Rhodes Seconded by Rep. Stone Vote: 10-10

MOTIONS: WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Alissandra Murray, Clerk




