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2023 SESSION
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HOUSE RESOLUTION 8

A RESOLUTION urging Congress to enact legislation regulating and banning certain semi-
automatic assault weapons and large capacity ammunition feeding devices.

SPONSORS: Rep. Ames, Ches. 13; Rep. Bradley, Hills. 41; Rep. Shurtleff, Merr. 15; Rep.
Cote, Hills. 3; Rep. Wallner, Merr. 19; Rep. Harriott-Gathright, Hills. 10;
Rep. Vail, Hills. 6; Rep. Meuse, Rock. 37; Rep. M. Smith, Straf. 10; Rep.
Fellows, Graf. 8

COMMITTEE: State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This resolution urges Congress to enact legislation regulating and banning certain semi-
automatic assault weapons and large capacity ammunition feeding devices.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three

A RESOLUTION urging Congress to enact legislation regulating and banning certain semi-
automatic assault weapons and large capacity ammunition feeding devices.

Whereas, the safety and welfare of the people of New Hampshire is at extreme risk due to the

absence of federal rules setting and providing for the enforcement of reasonable limits on the

manufacture, sale, ownership and use in the United States of semiautomatic assault weapons and

large capacity ammunition feeding devices; and

Whereas, the extreme threat to the public safety posed by insufficient federal regulation of

semiautomatic assault weapons and large capacity ammunition feed devices extends beyond the

boundaries and legal authority of any single state and, therefore, requires uniform nationwide laws

and enforcement; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives:

That all members of Congress are hereby urgently requested to work together for the earliest

possible enactment of legislation providing for federal regulation of semiautomatic assault weapons

and large capacity ammunition feeding devices, including therein reasonable definitions, bans based

on extreme risk of harm of certain defined semiautomatic assault weapons and feeding devices,

appropriate legacy provisions and exceptions, and sufficient funding to enable timely and responsible

nationwide implementation; and

That the house clerk forward official copies of this resolution to the President of the United

States, the Speaker and the Minority Leader of the United States House of Representatives, the

Majority Leader and the Minority Leader of the United States Senate, and to all members of the

New Hampshire congressional delegation.
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Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

February 3, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on State-Federal

Relations and Veterans Affairs to which was referred

HR 8,

AN ACT urging Congress to enact legislation regulating

and banning certain semi-automatic assault weapons

and large capacity ammunition feeding devices. Having

considered the same, report the same with the following

resolution: RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO

LEGISLATE.

Rep. Tom Mannion

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This resolution would urge Congress to implement an assault weapons ban, which is in violation of
the 2nd Amendment to the US Constitution and, more importantly, Article 2a of the New Hampshire
Constitution. The riots of the summer of 2020 serve as an example of an armed populace being
capable of keeping the peace, as our cities did not burn unlike those in states with active assault
weapons bans. At all levels, courts have consistently ruled that law enforcement is under no
obligation to risk their lives to save ours, so it is up to each of us to be armed to defend our families,
businesses, communities, and homes. Despite the authors of the federal bill referring to common
semi-automatic rifles as "weapons of war" and "only useful for mass murder," their ban contains
carve-outs allowing the Department of Education, the Internal Revenue Service, US Department of
Agriculture, and other federal agencies to continue to purchase them, which is troubling.

Committee: State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs

Bill Number: HR 8

Title: urging Congress to enact legislation regulating
and banning certain semi-automatic assault
weapons and large capacity ammunition
feeding devices.

Date: February 3, 2023

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 10-8.

Rep. Tom Mannion
FOR THE MAJORITY
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State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs
HR 8, urging Congress to enact legislation regulating and banning certain semi-automatic assault
weapons and large capacity ammunition feeding devices. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Tom Mannion for the Majority of State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. This
resolution would urge Congress to implement an assault weapons ban, which is in violation of the
2nd Amendment to the US Constitution and, more importantly, Article 2a of the New Hampshire
Constitution. The riots of the summer of 2020 serve as an example of an armed populace being
capable of keeping the peace, as our cities did not burn unlike those in states with active assault
weapons bans. At all levels, courts have consistently ruled that law enforcement is under no
obligation to risk their lives to save ours, so it is up to each of us to be armed to defend our families,
businesses, communities, and homes. Despite the authors of the federal bill referring to common
semi-automatic rifles as "weapons of war" and "only useful for mass murder," their ban contains
carve-outs allowing the Department of Education, the Internal Revenue Service, US Department of
Agriculture, and other federal agencies to continue to purchase them, which is troubling. Vote 10-8.

REGULAR CALENDAR
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REGULAR CALENDAR

February 3, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on State-Federal

Relations and Veterans Affairs to which was referred

HR 8,

AN ACT urging Congress to enact legislation regulating

and banning certain semi-automatic assault weapons

and large capacity ammunition feeding devices. Having

considered the same, and being unable to agree with

the Majority, report with the recommendation that the

bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Steve Shurtleff

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill would ask Congress to pass legislation banning assault weapons and large capacity
magazine. For far too long, America has witnessed the mass killings in our nation caused by
individuals armed with assault weapons.  These shooters aren't sportsmen or responsible gun
owners. They are demented individuals, whose only goal is to kill as many people as quickly as they
possibly can, thereby causing death and terror in our schools, our churches, our synagogues, our
stores, entertainment venues, and the list goes on. There are those who believe the 2nd amendment
is sacrosanct text. That the passage of any gun safety regulations would be contrary to the intent of
the drafters of the U.S. Constitution. We respect their beliefs, but adamantly disagree with them.
The 2nd amendment was never an unrestricted right, because the constitution grants the right to
bear arms in the context of a well-regulated militia. Our Constitution is a living document. We can
see how our constitution has evolved over the centuries, especially with the passage of the 13th and
19th amendments. This resolution isn't about placing unnecessary restraints on gun ownership.
This resolution is simply about saving lives.

Committee: State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs

Bill Number: HR 8

Title: urging Congress to enact legislation regulating
and banning certain semi-automatic assault
weapons and large capacity ammunition
feeding devices.

Date: February 3, 2023

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Rep. Steve Shurtleff
FOR THE MINORITY
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State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs
HR 8, urging Congress to enact legislation regulating and banning certain semi-automatic assault
weapons and large capacity ammunition feeding devices. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Steve Shurtleff for theMinority of State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. This bill
would ask Congress to pass legislation banning assault weapons and large capacity magazine. For
far too long, America has witnessed the mass killings in our nation caused by individuals armed
with assault weapons.  These shooters aren't sportsmen or responsible gun owners. They are
demented individuals, whose only goal is to kill as many people as quickly as they possibly can,
thereby causing death and terror in our schools, our churches, our synagogues, our stores,
entertainment venues, and the list goes on. There are those who believe the 2nd amendment is
sacrosanct text. That the passage of any gun safety regulations would be contrary to the intent of the
drafters of the U.S. Constitution. We respect their beliefs, but adamantly disagree with them. The
2nd amendment was never an unrestricted right, because the constitution grants the right to bear
arms in the context of a well-regulated militia. Our Constitution is a living document. We can see
how our constitution has evolved over the centuries, especially with the passage of the 13th and 19th
amendments. This resolution isn't about placing unnecessary restraints on gun ownership. This
resolution is simply about saving lives.

REGULAR CALENDAR





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

PUBLIC HEARING ON HR 8

BILL TITLE: urging Congress to enact legislation regulating and banning certain
semi-automatic assault weapons and large capacity ammunition feeding
devices.

DATE: January 27, 2023

LOB ROOM: 206-208 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 9:30 am

Time Adjourned: 10:25 am

Committee Members: Reps. Seibert, Piemonte, Lundgren, Katsakiores, Jeudy, Shurtleff,
Moffett, Carey, Massimilla, Gagne, Toll, Phinney, Mannion

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

*Rep. Ames - Prime Sponsor
● Spoke in Support of HR8 and provided written testimony and hand-out from Duke Law.
● Reviewed the assertions in the bill which lead to the resolution that all members of Congress

work together on grandfathering provisions and limitations of all high capacity,
semi-automatic feeding devices and weapons (205 named military assault weapons).

● Those in current possession may keep their existing weapons acquired before the enactment
of this bill.

● Requires background check. Guns must be securely stored.
● This bill bans certain weapons and exempts 2200 guns for hunting, household defense or

recreational use.
● 39 mass shootings in the pass year were cited.
● California has the lowest gun death rate due to state gun laws.
● Referred to his Duke Law hand-out regarding assault weapons ban.

Rep. Gagne
● Asked: For statistics on gun violence in NH?

Rep. Mannion
● Asked: About exemptions for law enforcement and federal officials?

Rep. Ames
● Has a list.

Rep. Mannion
● Asked: About law enforcement using military style weapons because they have

more of a right to defend themselves.
Rep. Ames
● Says: They are in a different category than civilians.

Rep. Ames Rep. Bradley Rep. Shurtleff
Rep. Wallner Rep. Harriott-Gathright Rep. Vail
Rep. Meuse Rep. M. Smith Rep. Fellows



Rep. Hoell
● Spoke on behalf of the NH Firearms Commission and his constituents
● Oppose bill
● Questioned referencing the state of California as an example.
● The country as a whole 5.0 death rate. New England as a whole has 3.3 death rate.

1.5 Maine, 2.4 NH.
● Believes New England has reasonable laws regarding guns.
● Believes the bill mischaracterizes modern guns.
● Requests indefinite postponement or to kill the bill.

Rep. Massimilla
● Differences between semi-automatic and automatic?

Rep. Hoell
● Responds: Most people have semi-automatic. Most automatic are very regulated.

Rep. Massimilla
● How do criminals know which homes have firearms?

Rep. Hoell
● Police Departments used to publish lists of how many permits were issued.

His town had 20%. Criminals are deterred by knowledge that people own guns.

Rep. Mannion
● Asked: About defensive use of weapons statistics?

Rep. Ames
● Answered the Stats question - between 2-3 million times a year. He believes this

legislation would cause the Ruger 22 (most popular gun) to be banned in his
interpretation.

● Is concerned taking automatic weapons away will lead to taking away other types
of weapons.

● Believes the problems of weapons will never stop. Taking away weapons from innocent
people is not the answer.

Rep. Gagne
● Asked: About AR15 and the misconception of the public. This is a modern hunting rifle.

Rep. Phinney
● Would the passage of this legislation lead to loss of jobs in NH? Then weapons would be

purchased from overseas.
Rep. Ames
● Agrees with this sentiment. Approximately 20 million weapons are sold each year in

this country.

Rep. Phinney
● Cites the Constitution's wording and how the Second Amendment is not specific on the

types of weapons.

Rep. Selig
● Testifies in Support of the bill
● Believes the goal of the bill is to prevent deaths b restricting the use of military style weapons.

Rep. Gagne
● Asks: About the difference in hunting weapons and AR15?

Rep. Mannion
● Asks: About weapons in Ukraine and civilians being armed?

Rep. Selig
● Folks in Ukraine are being trained. Should civilians have arms in Ukraine?



Rep. Toll
● Asked: About how Rep. Selig's constituents feel on the issue?

They are in support of the Bill.

Rep. Phinney
● Stated there is no difference between an AR15 and hunting weapons.

Rep. Selig
● Does not agree

Zandra Rice Hawkins - Gun Sense NH
● Supports bill
● AR15 is the weapon of choice for mass shootings and she cited a list.
● AR15 are rooted in military design. 37% in shootings to 43% drop when restrictions

are put in place.
● Asks the legislature to act.
● U-MASS is the source of her data.

Rep. Gagne
● Believes these shootings are the result of by-standers not being armed.

Ms. Hawkins
● Says in all these states people are allowed to be armed.

Rep. Moffett
● Asks: Is your concern based on events outside of NH?

Ms. Hawkins
● Responds: This resolution is for Congress. We have a high suicide rate by gun as well as

a couple of school based events.

Rep. Toll
● Asks: If teachers would be in support of this bill as they work with her organization,

"Granite State Progress."
Ms. Hawkins
● Discusses public schools need to be locked due to prevention of gun violence.

Yes teachers would be in support.

Rep. Piemonte
● Asks: If the issue is more Mental Health and less about weapons?

Ms. Hawkins
● Responded: NO

Rep. Seibert
● Asked: About the "good guy with a gun?"

Ms. Hawkins
● Related a personal story and feels this situation does not often happen.

Rep. Phinney
● Asked: If Columbine happened after the Federal Assault Weapons Ban?

Ms. Hawkins
● Said: Yes

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Lorrie Carey, Clerk











































































HOUSE COMMITTEE ON STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HR 8

BILL TITLE: urging Congress to enact legislation regulating and banning certain semi-
automatic assault weapons and large capacity ammunition feeding devices.

DATE: February 3, 2023

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. T. Mannion Seconded by Rep. Phinney Vote: 10-8

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Lorrie Carey, Clerk




