CONSENT CALENDAR

March 6, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Education to which was referred HB

536,

AN ACT relative to the chartered public school joint
legislative oversight committee. Having considered the

same, report the same with the recommendation that

the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Rick Ladd

FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Education
Bill Number: HB 536
Title: relative to the chartered public school joint
legislative oversight committee.
Date: March 6, 2023
Consent Calendar: CONSENT
Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS
STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill revises the structure and duties of the Chartered Public School Joint Legislative Oversight
Committee. The committee is responsible for submitting recommendations to the legislature
regarding regulations and operations of public charter schools. The committee shall meet twice per
year.

Vote 20-0.

Rep. Rick Ladd
FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




CONSENT CALENDAR

Education

HB 536, relative to the chartered public school joint legislative oversight committee. OUGHT TO
PASS.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This bill revises the structure and duties of the Chartered Public
School Joint Legislative Oversight Committee. The committee is responsible for submitting
recommendations to the legislature regarding regulations and operations of public charter schools.
The committee shall meet twice per year. Vote 20-0.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 536

BILL TITLE: relative to the chartered public school joint legislative oversight committee.
DATE: Mazrch 6, 2023

LOB ROOM: 207

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS

Moved by Rep. Ladd Seconded by Rep. Tanner Vote: 20-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Arlene Quaratiello, Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill#_ 1353 L .

suLminie:  aiten Aetiorl s /”W%?LC;’%W
DATE: 3 /[,, /2 3

LOB ROOM: /ﬂf ,507

MOTION: (Please check one box)

OTP OITL [J Retain (1%t year) O Adoption of
' Amendment #
[0 Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

Moved by Rep. M Seconded by Rep. W Vote: 2___0

MOTION: (Please check one box)

O OoTp O oTp/A OITL [ Retain (1%t year) O Adoption of
Amendment #
O Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:

MOTION: (Please check one box)

O OTP 0O oTP/A OITL [0 Retain (1¢t year) O Adoption of
Amendment #
[0 Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:

MOTION: (Please check one box)

O oTP O oTP/A OITL O Retain (1%t year) O Adoption of
Amendment #
[0 Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:
CONSENT CALENDAR: 24 NO
Minority Report? Yes _“ No If yes, author, Rep: Motion _______

Respectfully submitted: m M
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 536

BILL TITLE: relative to the chartered public school joint legislative oversight
committee.

DATE: February 16, 2023
LOB ROOM: 205-207 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 9:30 am
Time Adjourned: 9:45 am
Committee Members: Reps. Ladd, Cordelli, A.Lekas, O. Ford, Belcher, Drye, McDonnell,

Noble, Quaratiello, Myler, Cornell, Luneau, Ellison, Woodcock, Hall, Balboni, Cascadden
and Damon.

Bill Sponsors:

Rep. Tanner Rep. Wallner Rep. Luneau
Rep. Massimilla Rep. Telerski
TESTIMONY

*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Hope Damon
e Introduced bill in absence of Prime Sponsor
e Reviewed history of charter schools
e (Read from Rep.Tanner's written remarks) and purpose of oversight committee which
has not met in last six years
e This bill will facilitate mission of committee and better provide legislative oversight.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Arlene Quaratiello, Clerk
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Priscilla Dube

| write in strong support of HB 536.

Oversight of the Chartered Public School program in New Hampshire has been negligible to the
present. Millions of dollars of public funds (much of it extravagantly over budget) have been spent
without oversight or reporting to the public on the program's expansion, expenditures and success.

The current, Chartered Public School Joint Legislative Oversight Committee has neglected its
duty, rarely met and failed to report as required by law. We must establish a structure and list of
duties and requirements of this committee that will result in an informed public and give public
understanding of the New Hampshire Chartered Public School program, which - to this point in
time - has operated in the shadows.



Kimberly Lavallee

| am opposed to this bill for several reasons. Public charter schools have a tremendous amount of
oversight from the Office of Public Charters at the DOE. They also have annual reporting on their
progress, annual financial audits and five year renewal hearings before the State Board of
Education. Will public charter schools be involved in this process with input on suggested
legislation and the potential impact it may have? We have already seen multiple bills submitted
that were intended to help but would have negative consequences because of a lack of
understanding of public charter school funding and RSA 194-B. | am also curious if the current
committee has a calendar of scheduled meetings and can point out what the results were of
changes to legislation and reduced paperwork.



Nicholas Zumbo

Is there a need to change the existing language? Has the existing committee met as scheduled
over the years and had a positive impact on charter schools? | am not sure why this is necessary.



Timothy Zumbo

Has something happened to trigger the need for this committee to do additional work? Is there a
need for more members to handle additional work? What purpose and impact will a larger
committee have on the day to day operations of a public charter school? If an existing committee
has not met regularly it seems unclear why more meetings with additional people are needed.



Stephen Lavallee

Opposed to growing a committee that already exists when charters have quite a bit of oversight
compared to many public schools, including a five year renewal requirement.



Leane Garland

It would be valuable for the General Assembly to have systematic, institutionalized oversight over
charter schools.
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536

Legislative Oversight

Current Statute 194-B:21 Oversight Committee Report

The original concept of the charter schools first originated in the 1970s by a Massachusetts
educator by the name of Ray Budde. His idea was that groups of teachers could set up
contracts or “charters” with their local school board to discover new approaches and ideas
in the field of education. Charter schools were developed as a way to discover new
approaches and ideas in the field of education.

Charter schools were enacted in law in NH in 1996. These schools were designed to be a type
of hybrid between public and nonpublic schools. Charter schools have open enrolment, operate
independent of any school board and are registered as nonprofits managed by a board of
trustees. In NH they receive education funding from the State, use fund raising and gifts. They
are exempt from state statutes and rules that apply to public schools, nonpublic schools, local
school boards, or districts except where specifically stated in statute. Charter schools are
required to only have at least 50% of their school teaching staff to be certified or have three
years teaching experience. These are just some of the major differences.

As part of the original law in 1996, a joint legislative oversight committee was established
and charged with an annual report and review a report from the State School Board on
charter school approvalis.

This committee met many times and delivered the annual reports until 2009 when the term
expired. In 2007 a complete review was conducted of the NH charter school program. At
that time the recommendations of that were review stated

“The state should invest urgently in the necessary administrative capacity to provide
meaningful oversight of the charter school program and fulfill statutory requirements.
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment

There should be a full curriculum study to determine the quality of the curricula in use in
charter schools and their alignment with New Hampshire State Frameworks before re-
authorization.

There should be a school-by-school review of the quality of classroom instruction and the
assessments in use, both formative and summative. Further the study recommended “The
implementation of a formal accountability process begun last year should be strengthened
so as to develop clarity and consensus within and between schools regarding the nature of
the required accountability plan. Measurable goals should be developed by the schools and
demonstrated in their yearly report.”

The oversight committee was reinstated in 2010. (Please note the committee report | have
attached.) The oversight committee has not met for at last 6 years. It had not filed or issued
a report as required in statute since 2011 and only 4 reports between 2013 and 2016.
Charter schools are reviewed yearly for fire safety and audited financially. The full review of
curriculum, staff etc. is on a 5-year cycle. These reviews, several in backlogs due to a
lapse of a charter school coordinator position, are being handled through an outside vendor.



There are many reasons standing committee fail to meet. This bill offers changes to help
facilitate a new committee composition that will involve the chairs from the House and
Senate Education Committees or their designee. In addition, it adds a member from the
Finance committee, appointments from the Senate President and Speaker of the House. It
adds a non-voting representative from the Department of Education who specializes in
charter schools. It allows for mileage.

The oversight committee remains charged to meet twice a year, receive a report from the
state school board on the charter school program, and to deliver an annual report with
possible recommendations for legislation. The committee will also be able to receive
reports from the State Board as listed in 194-B:17,

VI The state board shall convene one or more working committees to study and make
recommendations regarding the implementation and effectiveness of chartered public schools.
The recommendations shall be provided to the legislative oversight committee. AS well as
section VIl the state board shall annually report to the joint legislative oversight committee
regarding approvals and denials for the preceding 12 months and reasons for approval or
denial.

| urge you to support this change that will provide the spirit of the original development of
the Charter School program and once again, provide legislative oversight from elected
officials.
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HB 536 - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION

23-0887

05/10
HOUSE BILL 536
AN ACT relative to the chartered public school joint legislative oversight committee.
SPONSORS: Rep. Tanner, Sull. 5; Rep. Wallner, Merr. 19; Rep. Luneau, Merr. 9; Rep.

Massimilla, Graf. 1; Rep. Telerski, Hills. 11

COMMITTEE: Education

ANALYSIS

This bill revises the structure and duties of the chartered public school joint legislative oversight
committee.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struekthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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HB 536 - AS INTRODUCED

23-0887
05/10
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three
AN ACT relative to the chartered public school joint legislative oversight committee.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Chartered Public Schools Oversight Committee. RSA 194-B:21 is repealed and reenacted to
read as follows:
194-B:21 Oversight Committee; Report.

I. There is hereby established a joint legislative oversight committee. The committee shall
meet jointly at least twice a year and shall monitor the effect of this chapter, review the chartered
public school system, and make recommendations for any legislative changes. Where appropriate,
the committee shall also make recommendations to the legislature to reduce the scope of, ease the
administration of, simplify compliance with, eliminate regulations of, and reduce the amount of
paperwork required.

II. The committee shall include the chairperson of the house education committee or
designee, the chairperson of the senate education committee or designee, the chairperson of the
house finance committee or designee, one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives, one senator appointed by the president of the senate, and one nonvoting
representative of the department of education with expertise in chartered public schools, appointed
by the commissioner of the department of education, who shall not be counted in the quorum.

III. Legislative members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when
attending to the duties of the committee.

IV. The members of the oversight committee shall elect a chairperson from among the
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the chairperson of the house
education committee or designee. The first meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of
the effective date of this section. Three members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.

V. The committee shall submit a written report of its findings and recommendations to the
president of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, and the chairperson of the house
education committee and the senate education committee by September 1 of each year.

2 Duties of the State Board of Education. Amend RSA 194-B:17, VI to read as follows:

VI. The state board shall convene one or more working committees to study and make
recommendations regarding the implementation and effectiveness of chartered public schools. The
recommendations shall be provided to the legislative oversight committee in RSA 194-B:21 by July 1
of each year.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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