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REGULAR CALENDAR

February 15, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Municipal and

County Government to which was referred HB 485,

AN ACT establishing deputy animal control officers.

Having considered the same, report the same with the

following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Josh Yokela

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The bill requires a deputy sheriff to be appointed to be the county animal cruelty investigator and
requires investigations and prosecutions to be handled by that deputy. The majority of the
committee believes this to be an unfunded mandate to the county, shifts responsibility from local
municipalities to the county for investigations, and shifts the prosecutions from the County Attorney
to a deputy sheriff. Additionally, there was no evidence given to the committee that any training has
been approved by the police standards and training council relative to animal cruelty. The majority
of the committee is not convinced that compliance within the 60-day effective date is possible and is
in agreement with the NH Sheriff’s Association opposition to the legislation.

Committee: Municipal and County Government

Bill Number: HB 485

Title: establishing deputy animal control officers.

Date: February 15, 2023

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 11-9.

Rep. Josh Yokela
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Municipal and County Government
HB 485, establishing deputy animal control officers. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Josh Yokela for the Majority of Municipal and County Government. The bill requires a deputy
sheriff to be appointed to be the county animal cruelty investigator and requires investigations and
prosecutions to be handled by that deputy. The majority of the committee believes this to be an
unfunded mandate to the county, shifts responsibility from local municipalities to the county for
investigations, and shifts the prosecutions from the County Attorney to a deputy sheriff.
Additionally, there was no evidence given to the committee that any training has been approved by
the police standards and training council relative to animal cruelty. The majority of the committee
is not convinced that compliance within the 60-day effective date is possible and is in agreement
with the NH Sheriff’s Association opposition to the legislation. Vote 11-9.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

February 15, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Municipal and

County Government to which was referred HB 485,

AN ACT establishing deputy animal control officers.

Having considered the same, and being unable to agree

with the Majority, report with the recommendation that

the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Latha Mangipudi

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill establishes the position of deputy animal cruelty investigator within the office of the County
Sheriff. It amends RSA 104 by adding a descriptor of the investigator, which includes a requirement
for training relative to animal cruelty and a mandate for all municipalities to notify the animal
cruelty investigator of such cases when they arise. Discussion centered around how this position
might fit within the existing chain of command in Sheriffs' offices and the need for more reporting
and follow-up on incidents of animal cruelty.

Committee: Municipal and County Government

Bill Number: HB 485

Title: establishing deputy animal control officers.

Date: February 15, 2023

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Rep. Latha Mangipudi
FOR THE MINORITY
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Municipal and County Government
HB 485, establishing deputy animal control officers. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Latha Mangipudi for the Minority of Municipal and County Government. This bill establishes
the position of deputy animal cruelty investigator within the office of the County Sheriff. It amends
RSA 104 by adding a descriptor of the investigator, which includes a requirement for training
relative to animal cruelty and a mandate for all municipalities to notify the animal cruelty
investigator of such cases when they arise. Discussion centered around how this position might fit
within the existing chain of command in Sheriffs' offices and the need for more reporting and follow-
up on incidents of animal cruelty.

REGULAR CALENDAR



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 485

BILL TITLE: establishing deputy animal control officers.

DATE: February 15, 2023

LOB ROOM: 301-303

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Yokela Seconded by Rep. R. Brown Vote: 11-9

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep John MacDonald, Clerk





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 485

BILL TITLE: establishing deputy animal control officers.

DATE: February 8, 2023

LOB ROOM: 301-303 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10:02 a.m.

Time Adjourned: 10:50 a.m.

Committee Members: Reps. Aylward, T. Cahill, Stavis, Tatro, Treleaven, Gilman,
Maggiore, Mangipudi, Gallager, Hicks, Howland, Preece, L. Turcotte, Pauer, J.
MacDonald, Guthrie, Lascelles and Yokela

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

 Rep. Comtois - one sherif appointed as the county animal cruelty. 83 animal control officers
in the state. Horses hut temperature couldn't get to water. Moved horses to another area.
Issue was resolved. They moved the horses back. They don't understand the laws. They are
talking cruelty cases, not chasing dogs. Can't fix a problem we can't qualify.

 Rep. Preece - how long for training?
 Rep. Comtois - PSTC working on a course.
 Yokela - no training available. Is this the right time they go to that training?
 Comtois - Friday, two courses. Not mandatory.
 Maggiore - 644:8 - one phrase, arresting officer. What is the relationship?
 Comtois - the local officer can ask the sheriff to get involved.
 Rep. Gallagher - confusion of duties between officers
 Comtois - animal control officer would be deputized
 Mangipudi - amend/replace original bill. Does the training exist?
 Comtois - amend/replace original bill. Yes there is training at Police Standard.
 Rep. Treleaven - this person who is trained, will they be there on duty?
 Comtois - no just trained.
 Stavis - reporting requirements - enforceable
 Comtois - no reporting requirements. Not reporting mental health issues.
 Yokela - enforcement
 Comtois - no enforcement
 Rep. Bixby - the enforcement is all in local law enforcement. County level understands

important to have an officer. Governor's council on treatment of animals. Cases matter of
neglect. Mental, hoarders, don't realize what the animals need. Great advantage for officers
to have some.

 Preece - number of cases
 Bixby - no I don't, no base of experience
 Stavis - was the sheriffs association?
 Turcotte - we have a speaker from the sheriffs association.
 Elizabeth Sargent - NH Sheriff - NH Association of Chiefs of Police -will need to get back to

committee with positions, costs could be a concern
 *Nancy Holmes - written testimony submitted
 Natch Greyes - NH Municipal Association - no position on original bill. Binder on

municipalities wants role on county. Last live - isn't clear when the changes are brought.

Rep. Comtois Rep. Aron Rep. Bixby
Sen. Pearl



 Kurt Ehrenberg - State Director of Human Society - supports. More attention to be paid to
this issue. Offers law enforcement training.

 Rep. Lascelles - local point is on the municipality. No local law enforced.
 Rep. Preece - seen a number of cases.

Respectfully submitted,
Representative MacDonald, Clerk



House Remote Testify

Municipal and County Government Committee Testify List for Bill HB485 on 2023-02-08
Support: 1    Oppose: 0    Neutral: 1    Total to Testify: 0

  Export to Excel

Name
City, State
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Hurley, Jack Claremont, NH
jrhurjd@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/3/2023 1:52 PM

Buttrick, Bruce Goffstown, NH
bbuttrick8468@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Neutral No No 2/3/2023 1:53 PM
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Bruce Buttrick

  

As long as "animal cruelty" is well defined.

 



HB 485 - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION
23-0357
08/05

HOUSE BILL 485

AN ACT establishing deputy animal control officers.

SPONSORS: Rep. Comtois, Belk. 7; Rep. Aron, Sull. 4; Rep. Bixby, Straf. 13; Sen. Pearl, Dist 17

COMMITTEE: Municipal and County Government

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill authorizes counties to establish the position of deputy animal cruelty investigator.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 485 - AS INTRODUCED
23-0357
08/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three

AN ACT establishing deputy animal control officers.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Section; Deputy Animal Cruelty Officers. Amend RSA 104 by inserting after section 3-f

the following new section:

104:3-g Deputy Animal Cruelty Investigators. In any county in which the county convention

establishes the office of deputy animal cruelty investigator, the sheriff may appoint one deputy

sheriff to be the county animal cruelty investigator. Such deputy shall be required to complete in-

person or digital training approved by the police standards and training council relative to animal

cruelty. The deputy animal cruelty investigator shall report, investigate, and prosecute animal

cruelty cases within the county, especially supporting those municipalities that do not have animal

cruelty officers.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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