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2023 SESSION

23-0747
10/05
HOUSE BILL 443
AN ACT establishing a commission to study the withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO
New England.
SPONSORS: Rep. Bernardy, Rock. 36; Rep. Summers, Rock. 20; Rep. Porcelli, Rock. 19; Rep.

Plett, Hills. 29; Rep. Janvrin, Rock. 40; Rep. Polozov, Merr. 10

COMMITTEE: Science, Technology and Energy

ANALYSIS

This bill establishes a commission to study the withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO New
England.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [inbrackets-and-struckthrough:|

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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HB 443 - ASINTRODUCED

23-0747
10/05
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three
AN ACT establishing a commission to study the withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO

New England.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Section; Commission to Study the Withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO New
England. Amend RSA 362 by inserting after section 4-d the following new section:
362:4-e Commission to Study the Withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO New England.

I. There is established a commission to study the withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO
New England.

(a) The members of the commission shall be as follows:
(1) Four members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives.
(2) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
(38) The consumer advocate under RSA 363:28, or designee.
(4) The chairperson of the public utilities commission, or designee
(5) The commissioner of the department of energy, or designee.
(6) Additional members from the following entities, appointed by the governor, as
follows:
(A) One member from each utility company: Eversource, Liberty, Unitil, and
New Hampshire Electric Cooperative.
(B) Seven members from powers producers with one from each of hydroelectric,
gas, nuclear, coal, fuel oil, wood/biomass, and wind.
(b) Legislative members of the commission shall receive mileage at the legislative rate
when attending to the duties of the commission.

II. The commission shall enumerate and assess the advantages and disadvantages of New
Hampshire withdrawing from ISO New England and becoming independent in electric grid
operation, market administration and power system planning. The commission shall issue a report
regarding the advantages and disadvantages to the New Hampshire electric consumer and any
actionable recommendations.

III. The commission may solicit input from any person or entity the commission deems
relevant to its study.

IV. The members of the commission shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The

first meeting of the commission shall be called by the first-named house member. The first meeting



© 00 9 & O bk~ W N o+

=
(=)

HB 443 - AS INTRODUCED
- Page 2 -

of the commission shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. A majority of
members of the commission shall constitute a quorum.

V. The commission shall submit a report including its findings and any recommendations for
proposed legislation on or before December 1, 2023 to the speaker of the house of representatives,
the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the governor, and the state library.

2 Repeal. RSA 362:4-e, relative to a commission to study the withdrawal of New Hampshire
from ISO New England, is repealed.
3 Effective Date.
I. Section 2 of this act shall take effect December 1, 2023.

II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.



CONSENT CALENDAR

February 16, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Science, Technology and Energy to

which was referred HB 443,

AN ACT establishing a commission to study the
withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO New England.
Having considered the same, report the same with the
following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Tony Caplan

FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Science, Technology and Energy

Bill Number: HB 443

Title: establishing a commission to study the
withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO New
England.

Date: February 16, 2023

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill sets up a study commission on withdrawing New Hampshire from ISO-New England, the
regional power system operator. The committee was concerned that any conceivable withdrawal and
build out of self-sufficient grid capabilities seemed to entail higher risks of unstable supply and
higher costs with few apparent benefits for New Hampshire electricity customers. The committee
heard testimony that similar studies in Maine and Connecticut concluded that withdrawal from ISO-
NE was not feasible for those states, which enjoy much higher interconnections to neighboring power
systems than New Hampshire. The committee concluded that the study commission was not
convenient at this time.

Vote 19-1.

Rep. Tony Caplan
FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




CONSENT CALENDAR

Science, Technology and Energy

HB 443, establishing a commission to study the withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO New
England. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Tony Caplan for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill sets up a study commission on
withdrawing New Hampshire from ISO-New England, the regional power system operator. The
committee was concerned that any conceivable withdrawal and build out of self-sufficient grid
capabilities seemed to entail higher risks of unstable supply and higher costs with few apparent
benefits for New Hampshire electricity customers. The committee heard testimony that similar
studies in Maine and Connecticut concluded that withdrawal from ISO-NE was not feasible for those
states, which enjoy much higher interconnections to neighboring power systems than New
Hampshire. The committee concluded that the study commission was not convenient at this time.
Vote 19-1.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 443

BILL TITLE: establishing a commission to study the withdrawal of New Hampshire
from ISO New England.

DATE: January 30, 2023
LOB ROOM: 302-304 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1:30 p.m.
Time Adjourned: 2:03 p.m.
Committee Members: Reps. Vose, D. Thomas, Bernardy, Notter, Harrington, Merner,

Lewicke, Berezhny, Ploszaj, Summers, McGhee, McWilliams, Chretien, Parshall, Caplan,
Muns, Noel, W. Thomas, Cormen and Raynolds

Bill Sponsors:

Rep. Bernardy Rep. Summers Rep. Porcelli
Rep. Plett Rep. Janvrin Rep. Polozov
TESTIMONY

*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep Bernardy introduced
e (T and ME have done it, can get reports
e Rationale - skyrocketing costs, new capacity not reliable
e Just a commission

Josh Elliott - DOE
e ME and CT reports
e Neutral
e ME - Go alone or join Maritives Grid
e Legal consequences of contracts - Would they be broken?

William Hall - Durham, self
e Hydro - opposed by Governor Candidates
e Other things would be more productive
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HB443 AN ACT establishing a commission to study the withdrawal of New
Hampshire from [ISO New England.

Honorable Members of the House of Representatives Committee on Science Technology and
Energy,

For the record, I am Daniel C. Itse. I represented the town of Fremont from 2001 to 2018.
I served as Chairman of Constitutional Review and Statutory Recodification in 2011/2012 and
Vice Chairman of Children and Family Law in 2017/2018, and I rise in full support of HB443.

In addition to being a former member of the New Hampshire House of Representatives, |
have 43 yr of experience in the design of combustion and steam generation equipment for
electric power generation.

We would do well to remember that in the power blackout of 2003, when a squirrel in
Niagara Falls took out power in States including Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New
York, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island, the power failure stopped at the borders of New
Hampshire and Vermont (protecting Maine), because we were not intimately part of their power
grid.

Currently, New Hampshire has is a net power exporter. We have enough coal fired,
nuclear and wood fired electric power generation to keep natural gas at less than about 30% of
our electric power supply. This would give us a potentially lower cost of power generation than
we now suffer. In fact, though New Hampshire generates power at lower cost than the rest of
New England, and enables New England to make up its deficit in power generation, New
Hampshire consistently has among the highest wholesale costs of electricity of all the members
of ISO New England, even if only by about 1%.

The people of New Hampshire are constantly under the threat of summer and winter
rolling blackouts due solely to our membership in ISO New England. If the Committee on
Science, Technology and Energy is seriously committed to reducing the cost, and increasing the
reliability of electric power in New Hampshire, the short path may be removing ourselves from
ISO New Englad. Therefore, exploring what it would require, and what all the impacts would be
is of paramount importance, mandating the recommendation of ought-to-pass on HB443.

Hon. Daniel C. Itse
Tyranny is government in defiance of reality.
(603) 702-0381



Daniel Richardson

We have to take action no electric rates and this is a good first step ... define the specifics of the
problem.



Rebecca MacKenzie

We do not want to withdraw from the electric grid in New England. This will create an "electric island"
for NH and eliminate our ability to get out-of-state power. We need the flexibility of the marketplace to
find the power we want to purchase.



bruce berk

Really? We are willing to go backward in our energy policy and energy data? Even a consideration
of withdrawing from ISO -NE is shortshighted. Why stick our heads in the sand when what is needed
is as much accurate data as possible.



Donna Reardon

This bill will will establish a commission to study withdrawal from ISO-NE. Withdrawal of NH from
ISO-NE will create an "electrical island" for NH and leave it without any ability to utilize out of state
generating resources. This bill is dangerous and will harm NH electric customers, with no benefits.
There is no legitimate reason for doing this.



Sharon Racusin

Do the sponsors of this incredibly stupid bill think that we should follow Texas' lead? Kill this ridiculous
bill.



Jessica LaMontagne

| see no benefit to NH to head backwards in terms of regional energy supply.



Linda Tanner

| oppose this bill



NA

Cindy Raspiller



NA

Howard Brown



William Thomas

Am strongly in support of HB 208.



Greg Davis

| oppose this legislation. By mistake | previously said | supported it. | do NOT support it. Thank you.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 443

BILL TITLE: establishing a commission to study the withdrawal of New Hampshire from ISO
New England.

DATE: February 16, 2023

LOB ROOM: 302-304

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. McWilliams Seconded by Rep. Muns, C Vote: 19-1

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep JD Bernardy, Clerk
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