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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Education

Bill Number: HB 429-FN-LOCAL

Title: requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in
all public and chartered public schools.

Date: February 3, 2023

Consent Calendar: Regular Calendar

Recommendation: WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would require all public schools to
participate in the National School Breakfast Program (SBP) and to make both breakfast and lunch
available to all students. Currently, of the 456 schools that offer lunch under the National School Lunch
Program (NSLP), only 27 schools provide lunch but do not also offer breakfast under the SBP. Six
public schools do not operate either a NSLP or SBP. Under this bill, 27 schools would need to
implement a SBP and 6 would need to operate both a NSLP and a SBP. However, there is no
information about whether any of the schools without a SBP are not already providing breakfast, albeit
not under the federal guidelines. It is impossible to know whether the goal - that those students who
need breakfast can get it - is not already being met. Because this bill mandates compliance, it could
create a Part I, Article 28-a constitutional issue if the costs of implementing the new programs and
complying with federal standards fall to the local districts. Each local school board is responsible for the
operation and funding of all programs and services offered by the district. In accordance with RSA
189:11-a, the local school board may provide meals that meet minimum, nutritional standards to
students through programs other than the National School Lunch Program or the School Breakfast
Program. This is a local decision made by locally elected school board members and citizens in
accordance with the statutory waiver process. This is a “one size fits all” policy that negates the many
unique operational characteristics of Granite State schools.

Rep. Margaret Drye

Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: The purpose of the bill and amendment
is to require all public school districts in the state to offer a breakfast and lunch program under the
Federal National School Breakfast Program (SBP) and the National School Lunch Program (NSLP).
The amendment removes charter schools from the bill's requirements. Currently, 456 schools
participate in the National School Lunch Program. Under the program, 27 schools provide lunch but not
breakfast, and 6 provide neither. Income guidelines are in place for eligibility for both free and reduced
price meals under the program. This bill is the result of an Education Committee subcommittee that
met throughout the summer and fall investigating the role that schools can play in feeding children in
our state. Approval of the bill and amendment will ensure that the children of every NH public school
family of limited means can be provided with a healthy breakfast and lunch.

Rep. Arthur Ellison
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Rep. Ellison, Merr. 28
January 27, 2023
2023-0170h
10/05

Amendment to HB 429-FN-LOCAL

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all school districts.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Schools; Food and Nutrition Programs. Amend RSA 189:11-a, I to read as follows:

I. Each school board shall make [at least one meal] breakfast and lunch available during

school hours to every pupil under its jurisdiction. Such meals shall be served without cost or at a

reduced cost to any child who meets federal income eligibility guidelines. The state board of

education shall ensure compliance with this section and shall establish minimum nutritional

standards for such meals as well as income guidelines set for the family size used in determining

eligibility for free and reduced price meals. [Nothing in this section shall prohibit the operation of

both a breakfast and lunch program in the same school.]

2 Schools; Food and Nutrition Programs. Amend RSA 189:11-a, VII(a) to read as follows:

VII.(a) Each school district [which participates] shall participate in the National School

Breakfast Program unless the school district is granted a waiver by the department to

implement its own breakfast/lunch program, for which the school district shall comply

with the minimum nutritional standards for such meals as well as income guidelines set

for the family size used in determining eligibility. Each school district shall maintain annual

statistics on the number of breakfast meals served to pupils.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
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Amendment to HB 429-FN-LOCAL
- Page 2 -

2023-0170h

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires school districts to offer both breakfast and lunch programs to students, and
allows a district to receive a waiver if it implements its own breakfast/lunch program.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 429-FN-LOCAL

BILL TITLE: requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered public
schools.

DATE: February 3, 2023

LOB ROOM: 207

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Drye Seconded by Rep. Belcher Vote: 10-10

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS Amendment #: 2023-0170h

Moved by Rep. Ellison Seconded by Rep. Woodcock Vote: 10-10

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS

Moved by Rep. Ellison Seconded by Rep. Woodcock Vote: 10-10

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Arlene Quaratiello, Clerk















HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 429-FN-LOCAL

BILL TITLE: requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered
public schools.

DATE: January 18, 2023

LOB ROOM: 205 - 2077 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 2:00 pm

Time Adjourned: 3:00 pm

Committee Members: Reps. Ladd, Cordelli, A.Lekas, O. Ford, Belcher, Drye, McDonnell,
Myler, Cornell, Tanner, Ellison, Woodcock, Hall, Cascadden.

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Ellison Rep. Woodcock Rep. Hall
Rep. A. Murray Rep. Horrigan Rep. Seibert
Rep. Rombeau

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep.Ellison
● 6 NH Schools- no Breakfast, 27-no breakfast, DE, ME, NH and VT B + 4

*Sue Mullen
● Supports bill
● Submitted written testimony

Rep. Woodcock
● Supports bill
● Meals open to all

Rep. Horrigan
● Supports bill
● Prefer all schools don't pass what we can with this bill.

*Lara Millican - NH Hunger Solutions
● Supports bill

Kelly Rambeau- NHED
● Available as needed

Becky Wilson - NHSBA
● Supports bill

Rep. Ladd
● Information from National School Breakfast Program



Rep. Balboni
● Question: Will districts without programs now have to XXXXXX

Rep. Lekas
● Answer: Create programs, Cost? not known.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Oliver Ford, Clerk





House Remote Testify

Education Committee Testify List for Bill HB429 on 2023-01-18
Support: 69    Oppose: 27    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0

  Export to Excel
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Richardson, Daniel Nashua, NH
daniel6_22@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/13/2023 12:50 PM

Smith, Hayden Hanover, NH
hasmith1520@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/14/2023 2:02 AM

Smith, Julie Nashua, NH
cantdog@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/15/2023 3:00 PM

Hackmann, Kent Andover, NH
hackmann@uidaho.edu

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/15/2023 6:47 PM

Perencevich, Ruth Concord, NH
rperence@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/15/2023 9:30 PM

Podlipny, Ann chester, ND
apodlipny57@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 6:52 AM

Liberman, Sheryl Merrimack, NH
saml54@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 8:50 AM

Spielman, Kathy Sue Durham, NH
jspielman@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 3:35 PM

Torpey, Jeanne Concord, NH
jtorp51@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 3:38 PM

Geary, Fiona Atkinson, NH
fionamaegeary@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 4:38 PM

Lavallee, Kim Mont Vernon, NH
Lavalleekim@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/16/2023 5:21 PM

Richman, Susan Durham, NH
susan7richman@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 5:24 PM

Brennan, Nancy Weare, NH
burningnan14@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 8:44 PM
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Brennan, Arthur Weare, NH
arete201314@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 8:49 PM

Brennan, Jane Weare, NH
janelb@gsinet.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 8:55 PM

Rasmussen, Kyle Brookline, NH
kyle_rasmussen@icloud.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 8:57 PM

Rasmussen, Elissa Brookline, NH
elissa@evanshatz.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 9:05 PM

Istel, Claudia Acworth, NH
cistel79@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 9:10 PM

Racusin, Sharon Hanover, NH
sdracusin@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2023 9:26 PM

Lima, Veronica Dublin, NH
Vlima115chr@outlook.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 8:30 AM

Stewart, Colleen Salem, NH
cm.stewart024@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 8:31 AM

Sellarole, Jana Walpole, NH
jgsellarole@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 8:33 AM

Lavallee, Steve Mont Vernon, NH
Sjlavallee@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 8:44 AM

Newton, Jay Gilford, NH
jjnewt@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 8:53 AM

Kuenning, Keith Concord, NH
KuenningK@waypointnh.org

A Lobbyist Waypoint Support No No 1/17/2023 9:01 AM

Kaw-uh, Bryce Manchester, NH
bryce.kawuh@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 9:10 AM

Nassiopoulos,
Vasilios

Mont vernon, NH
Vasilios2@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 9:37 AM

MERKT, RICHARD Westmoreland, NH
merkt.richard@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 9:41 AM

Bliss, Sally New London, NH
Bliss.sally@gmail

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 9:48 AM

Bliss, Peter New London, NH
bliss53@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 10:09 AM

Bedard, Kerry Hancock, NH
KerryBedardNH@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 10:18 AM



Newton, Carolyn Gilford, NH
lynnenewton7@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 10:35 AM

McWilliams, Rebecca Concord, NH
rebecca.mcwilliams@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Merrimack 30 Support No No 1/17/2023 11:45 AM

Donahue, Sean Windham, NH
Sp_donahue@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 11:47 AM

Gilman,
Representative Julie

Exeter, NH
julie.gilman@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Town of Exeter Support No No 1/17/2023 12:56 PM

Miller, Renee Alton Bay, NH
rtavares.miller@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 1:14 PM

Greenawalt, Jon Sandwich, NH
Jgreenawalt@pmpcoach.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 1:16 PM

LeClerc, Dan Amherst, NH
djl91862@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 2:54 PM

Spier, Carry Nashua, NH
carry.spier@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 3:09 PM

Weiss, Frank Mont Vernon, NH
fjweiss@earthlink.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 3:18 PM

Boucher, Elizabeth Concord, NH
Eliztaber@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 3:40 PM

Vaughan, Nancy Manchester, NH
nancy.vaughan@heart.org

A Lobbyist American Heart Association Support No No 1/17/2023 4:22 PM

Warden, Matthew Concord, NH
matwarden@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 5:18 PM

Warden, Karalynn Concord, NH
karalynn@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 5:18 PM

Cartwright, Walter Windham, NH
w3cartwright@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 5:51 PM

Fricchione, James Windham, NH
jfricchione@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No Yes 1/17/2023 5:58 PM

Claus, Marion New Durham, NH
Clauses@fastmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 6:04 PM

Korzen, Lori Berlin, NH
lekorzen@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 6:53 PM

Hayes, Cassie Manchester, NH
cassie.hayes@tfanh.org

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 6:55 PM



King, Jordan Milford, NH
Jordan.king@outlook.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 6:58 PM

Steuerwald, Carissa Portsmouth, NH
Logicalunderpants@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 7:26 PM

Manning, Holly Milton, NH
hollysusan1218@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 7:59 PM

Mack, Barbara Candia, NH
sunhunter@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 8:01 PM

Mack, Donald Candia, NH
12dm34@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 8:06 PM

Van Camp, Jonathan MANCHESTER, NH
jvancamp515@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 9:13 PM

O'Neill, Jaime MANCHESTER, NH
oneillje07@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 9:21 PM

Mott-Smith, Wiltrud Loudon, NH
wmottsm@worldpath.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 9:22 PM

Feder, Marsha Hollis, NH
marshafeder@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 9:24 PM

Demers, Haley Portsmouth, NH
hmdemers@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 9:42 PM

Boudreau, Chandra Exeter, NH
cboudreau42@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 9:45 PM

Spencer, Louise Concord, NH
lpskentstreet@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 10:24 PM

Spencer, RobLouise Concord, NH
rfspencer@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 10:24 PM

Diamond, Meg Derry, NH
bedrickm@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2023 10:46 PM

Jones, Madeline Manchester, NH
Madeline.Elizabeth.jones@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2023 11:08 PM

Loughlin, Joycelyn Barrington, NH
cooliobluechicken@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 4:24 AM

Houle, Autumn Manchester, NH
autumnkatherinehoule@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 5:36 AM

Brackett, Glenn Hooksett, NH
president@nhaflcio.org

A Lobbyist NH AFL-CIO Support No No 1/18/2023 6:17 AM



Doherty, David Pembroke, NH
ddoherty0845@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 8:56 AM

Koch, Laurie Concord, NH
kochlj@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 8:58 AM

Parshall, Lucius Marlborough, NH
lucius.parshall@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 9:12 AM

Ford, Eva Dover, NH
evacamilleford@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 9:16 AM

Zumbo, Timothy Mont Vernon, NH
timothyzumbo@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2023 9:32 AM

Zumbo, F. Nicholas Bradford, NH
frankzumbo10@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2023 9:35 AM

Anderson, Morgan Bradford, NH
kumosaki9001@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2023 9:37 AM

Murray, Grace Amherst, NH
graceelysemurray@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 9:42 AM

Cilley Foisy,
Michelle

Temple, NH
michelle.cilley@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 9:54 AM

Covert, Susan Contoocook, NH
scovert@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 10:03 AM

Hinebauch, Mel Concord, NH
melhinebauch@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 10:09 AM

Provencher, Emily Manchester, NH
epro306@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 10:26 AM

Knaack, Frank Concord, NH
fknaack@aclu-nh.org

A Lobbyist ACLU of NH Support No No 1/18/2023 10:35 AM

Howes, Debrah Bow, NH
president@aft-nh.org

A Lobbyist American Federation of Teachers -
NH

Support No No 1/18/2023 10:36 AM

Peguero, Jamila Manchester, NH
jamila.peguero@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 10:37 AM

Peck, Theresa Plymouth, NH
tjpecknh@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 10:57 AM

Hamer, Gary Manchester, NH
grhamer@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 11:16 AM

Hamer, Heidi Manchester, NH
heidi.hamer@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 11:27 AM



Corringham, Josh Dover, NH
corringham@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 11:58 AM

hatch, sally concord, NH
sallyhatch@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 12:59 PM

Janvrin, Jason Seabrook, NH
jason.janvrin@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2023 1:09 PM

Fox, Kyle Amherst, NH
kyle.fox@tfanh.org

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2023 1:12 PM

Sajeev, Narayan Nashua, NH
narayansajeev1@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 3:51 PM

Pauer, Eric Brookline, NH
secretary@BrooklineGOP.org

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2023 4:31 PM

Dell, Susan Bedford, NH
sdell337@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 6:44 PM

Schapiro, Joe Keene, NH
joe.schapiro@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Cheshire 16 Support No No 1/18/2023 7:14 PM

Koch, Helmut Gilmanton, NH
helmut.koch.2001@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 7:46 PM

MacGregor, Leslie Grantham, NH
lsmacgregor@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 8:34 PM

Dubois, Jillian Concord, NH
jillianadubois@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2023 9:15 PM



 

 

American Heart Association 

   2 Wall Street | Manchester, NH 03101 

 

January 18, 2023 

House Education Committee 

Re: HB 429, requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered public schools 

 

Chairman Ladd and Education Committee Members; 

The American Heart Association appreciates this opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 

429.   

The American Heart Association has prioritized our support of public policy change to ensure every 

child has access to healthy school meals, preferably without cost to families.  The Association 

encourages states and local school districts to maximize federal resources to provide school meals 

to as many children as possible, especially for students in under-resourced school districts. It is 

important for child health and readiness for learning for students to also have access to no-cost, 

potable water during the school day. The Association has been working at the federal, state and 

local levels to update nutrition standards for children to limit added sugars, lower sodium levels 

and provide whole grain-rich food items as part of the school nutrition meal pattern. 

Nutritious school meals help to combat unhealthy weight and poor cardiovascular health as well 

as establish a foundation for a lifetime of healthy behaviors, reduce the risk of chronic diseases, 

and support cognitive development and academic success.  

School meals benefit children, especially those from low-income families, by providing access to 

more fruit, vegetables, whole grains and lower calories, saturated fat and sodium.  School meals 

provide students from families with low income the food they need to learn and grow. Students 

from food-insecure and marginally secure households get more of their food and nutrients from 



school meals than other students.1 Kids who have more nutritious diets tend to perform better and 

pay more attention in school.2 

Each day, tens of millions of students receive free, low-cost or full-priced meals at school as part 

of the National School Breakfast Program and the National School Lunch Program. In 2019 (pre-

pandemic), the National School Lunch Program provided low-cost or free lunches to nearly 22 

million children daily, and the School Breakfast Program provided low-cost or free breakfasts to 

more than 12 million children daily.3 

Increasing the number of schools in New Hampshire offering breakfast and lunch programs 

undoubtedly will benefit our students. 

Thank you for your consideration of this bill and my testimony.  I urge a vote of Ought to Pass on 

HB 429. 

Submitted by, 

Nancy Vaughan 

Director of Government Relations, NH 

American Heart Association 

Nancy.vaughan@heart.org; 603-566-5658 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 US Department of Agriculture; Economic Research Service. Children’s Food Security and Intakes from School 
Meals. Final Report. May 2010. https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/download/42320/pdf. 
 
2 Lott M, Miller L, Arm K, Story M. Rapid Health Impact Assessment on USDA Proposed Changes to School Nutrition 
Standards. March 2020. https://healthyeatingresearch.org/research/rapid-health-impact-assessment-on-usda-
proposed-changes-to-school-nutrition-standards/. Accessed April 6, 2020. 
 
3 U.S. Department of Agriculture; Food and Nutrition Service. National School Lunch Program: Participation and 

lunches served (data as of September 9, 2021). https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-
files/%20slsummar-9.pdf. Accessed September 2021. U.S. Department of Agriculture; Food and Nutrition Service. 
School Breakfast Program: Participation and meals served (data as of September 9, 2021). https://fns-

prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/%20sbsummar-9.pdf. Accessed September 2021 
 
 



President Glenn Brackett

The New Hampshire AFL-CIO

161 Londonderry Turnpike

Hooksett, NH 03016

January 17th, 2022

The Honorable Members of the New Hampshire House Education Committee

107 North Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

Re: House Bills 424 and 429

Dear Honorable Members of the New Hampshire House Education Committee:

I write today to express our support for House Bills 424 (relative to school lunch payment policies)

and 429 (requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered public schools). As

every parent and educator well knows, a hungry child is a child that is unlikely to learn and both of

these bills will make hungry children less common in New Hampshire.

According to No Kid Hungry's Center for Best Practices, one in eight children will face hunger this

year and one in three teachers will teach hungry children.
1

Research confirms that hungry students

are more likely to score lower on standardized tests, repeat a grade, be suspended from school,

get sick more often, and be hospitalized more frequently.
2

New Hampshire, the eighth most-affluent

state in the nation, has no excuse to allow hunger to derail the education of our school children.

Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of these bills and all the work you do for the

citizens of New Hampshire.

2

http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/playbook/schools/learn-how-hunger#learn-how-hunger-affects-your-s
chool

1 http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/research/hunger-and-food-insecurity
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Do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide any further information.

With best regards:

Glenn Brackett

President, New Hampshire AFL-CIO
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Daniel Richardson

  

There is no need to bloat the non-education costs of education beyond that already required by the

Federal funding bait we so readily grab at.

 



Kim Lavallee

  

I oppose HB429 at this point in time due to funding. I would like to see all charter schools receive

enough funding to provide breakfast and lunch with staffing to oversee this. Die to the increase in

utilities and other expenses I am not sure how this will impact all public charter schools which are

very tight at $7,338 per pupil. Thank you. 

 



Steve Lavallee

  

I believe this would place a financial burden on charter schools in New Hampshire. Funding to

support this effort should be included. 

 



Bryce Kaw-uh

  

Kids need proper nutrition to succeed. Requiring the availability of two meals makes a lot of sense

because students often arrive very early in the day and may also stay later for extracurricular

activities.

 



RICHARD MERKT

  

Dear Honorable Representatives:  Allow me to register my strong objections to this bill.  It is, flat out,

an unfunded government mandate expressly intended to place an additional financial, operating, and

infrastructure burden on New Hampshire's charter schools.  Parents understand when they register

their children as students in charter schools that there are certain things the schools do not provide.

They make charter schools their voluntary educational choice for their children anyway.  The General

Court should not enact this kind of legislation.  You know as well as I do the source of this bill and its

real purpose.  Please continue New Hampshire's policy of allowing parents a say in what schools

their children attend and give this anti-charter school bill the thumbs-down in the Education

Committee.  Thank you for considering this letter.  Respectfully,  Richard A. Merkt Westmoreland

(908) 507-5033

 



Sally Bliss

  

Given that public charter schools receive only a fraction of the funding that public district schools

receive; it is illogical to require that public charter function to provide the full array of services that a

public district school school provides unless you fully fund the public charter school.  

 



Peter Bliss

  

This bill is requiring charters to provide breakfast and lunch without any additional resources to cover

the food or program. The funding source needs to be clear as charter schools are currently

underfunded by the state and additional unfunded mandates will continue to destroy school choice

freedoms in nh. 

 



Rebecca McWilliams

  

If children are hungry, they cannot retain information. This bill extends the Federal support for

breakfast in schools that NH used during the height of the Covid pandemic. Adding breakfast to the

food menu and income eligibility guidelines is a win for all students, to ensure they have access to

breakfast so they can learn with a full belly every day. 

 



Renee Miller

  

Charter schools receive no funding for lunch programs and in general are run on a much more frugal

budget than the general public schools are and are therefore handling meals for students in a creative

and oftentimes parent involved process which works in the vast majority of applications. Supports

would need to be set in place to make other school meal options available.

 



Dan LeClerc

  

Many students in NH do not have breakfast and lunch offered at home. It's nice that they can have

these two meals at school.

 



Frank Weiss

  

I oppose this bill in total.  The requirements of this bill place an unrealistic burden on charter schools.

This bill provides no means to fund this requirement, and charter schools do no have the

infrastructure or financial resources to support the requirements of this bill

 



James Fricchione

  

I oppose.

 



Lori Korzen

  

Everytime a new "requirement" is allowed to pass the House and senate, we loss a freedom.  

 



Cassie Hayes

  

Charter school have limited funding and resources. This law would not be sustainable for charter

schools with the current funding. Most do not have kitchens or  staff the prepare and severe meals

every day. Students who do not have food are given meals as available.  

 



Wiltrud Mott-Smith

  

This bill would help somewhat to reduce family poverty, which has been increasing in NH, and

contribute to good nutrition for school children

 



Joycelyn Loughlin

  

As a child who received free lunch at my school for years this bill is a no brainier. Food is fuel for

learning. If we are not feedings kids our tax dollars are truly wasted by not providing an environment

that nurtures learning. Please consider to distraction being hungry causes and the reality of being

"hangry" could have on that one student and their whole class. This the is best option for students,

teachers, and the future of New Hampshire.

 



Lucius Parshall

  

As a 20 year public school teacher (retired) I have seen the educational and behavioral effect of

undernourished students, This is common sense legislation to level the playing field for all students,

regardless of their home situation.

 



Timothy Zumbo

  

As a graduate of a charter school a few years ago I 

 



F. Nicholas Zumbo

  

I would like to see additional resources to fund this.

 



Morgan Anderson

  

Charter schools are challenged with their funding. Adding additional funding to support this program

seems necessary. 

 



Mel Hinebauch

  

Kids cannot learn if they are hungry.  Every child needs to be feed.  Please provide breakfast and

lunch to all children in NH schools.  It will make a huge difference.  Thank you.  

 



Josh Corringham

  

I hope this passes with no controversy. Please.

 



Jason Janvrin

  

HB 429-FN-L violates Part the First, Article 28-A of the New Hampshire Constitution because it

mandates a program for school districts who are political subdivisions of the State without funding the

program.[Art.] 28-a. [Mandated Programs.] The state shall not mandate or assign any new, expanded

or modified programs or responsibilities to any political subdivision in such a way as to necessitate

additional local expenditures by the political subdivision unless such programs or responsibilities are

fully funded by the state or unless such programs or responsibilities are approved for funding by a

vote of the local legislative body of the political subdivision.November 28, 1984

 



Kyle Fox

  

Thank you for providing the opportunity to provide comment on this bill.  Though a worthwhile goal,

this bill would have devastating effects on Charter Schools.

 



































































HB 429-FN-LOCAL - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION
23-0341
10/08

HOUSE BILL 429-FN-LOCAL

AN ACT requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered public
schools.

SPONSORS: Rep. Ellison, Merr. 28; Rep. Woodcock, Carr. 1; Rep. Hall, Merr. 9; Rep. A.
Murray, Hills. 20; Rep. Horrigan, Straf. 10; Rep. Seibert, Hills. 21; Rep. Rombeau,
Hills. 2

COMMITTEE: Education

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill requires school districts and chartered public schools to offer both breakfast and lunch
programs to students.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 429-FN-LOCAL - AS INTRODUCED
23-0341
10/08

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three

AN ACT requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered public
schools.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Schools; Food and Nutrition Programs. Amend RSA 189:11-a, I to read as follows:

I. Each school board shall make [at least one meal] breakfast and lunch available during

school hours to every pupil under its jurisdiction. Such meals shall be served without cost or at a

reduced cost to any child who meets federal income eligibility guidelines. The state board of

education shall ensure compliance with this section and shall establish minimum nutritional

standards for such meals as well as income guidelines set for the family size used in determining

eligibility for free and reduced price meals. [Nothing in this section shall prohibit the operation of

both a breakfast and lunch program in the same school.]

2 Schools; Food and Nutrition Programs. Amend RSA 189:11-a, VII(a) to read as follows:

VII.(a) Each school district [which participates] shall participate in the National School

Breakfast Program and each school district shall maintain annual statistics on the number of

breakfast meals served to pupils.

3 New Section; Chartered Public Schools; School Meals. Amend RSA 194-B by inserting after

section 3-a the following new section:

194-B:3-b Required School Breakfast and Lunch Programs. All chartered public schools shall

comply with the school breakfast and lunch requirements under RSA 189:11-a.

4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.
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LBA
23-0341
12/19/22

HB 429-FN-LOCAL- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered public
schools.

FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State [ ] County [ X ] Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026

Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

Expenditures $0
Indeterminable

Increase
At least $331,000

Indeterminable
Increase

At Least $334,000

Indeterminable
Increase

At Least $343,000

Funding Source: [ X ] General [ ] Education [ ] Highway [ ] Other

LOCAL:

Revenue $0
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase

Expenditures $0
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase

METHODOLOGY:

This bill requires school districts and chartered public schools to offer both breakfast and lunch

programs to students. This bill will have an impact on expenditures for both the Department of

Education and local school districts. The Department has provided the following information

relative to schools and the current operation of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and

School Breakfast Program (SBP):

 Number of schools operating NSLP - 456

 Number of schools in NH operating NSLP, but not the SBP - 27

 Number of NH public charter schools not operating SBP or NSLP - 43

 Number of NH public schools not operating SBP or NSLP - 153

Based on this information, approximately 196 public schools and public charter schools would

need to implement a breakfast and lunch program, and approximately 27 public schools and

public charter schools would need to add a SBP to their current NSLP.

To implement the provisions of this bill, the Department states it would:



 Work to establish and approve schools for eligibility operation of the required federal

program;

 Work to establish additional child nutrition program opportunities for schools who

qualify;

 Establish the need for Food Service Management or Vended Meal Contract oversight for

schools; and

 Provide additional intensive training, ongoing technical assistance, claiming processing,

fiscal management, data collection and reporting, conduct procurement and

administrative reviews in accordance with state and federal SBP/NSLP guidelines and

regulations.

The Department estimates that executing these new responsibilities would require three (3)

new, full-time Program Specialist IIIs (LG 23, Step 5). Total salary and benefits are estimated

at $291,000 in FY 2024, $294,000 in FY 2025, and $303,000 in FY 2026. This bill does not

provide authority or funding for new personnel.

In addition to personnel costs, the Department anticipates additional general fund expenditures

relative to state contribution/match to schools of $0.03 per breakfast. The Department is

unable to estimate the total cost at this time, but expects it would be at least $40,000 per year.

Local expenditures are indeterminable at this time as costs to implement the requirements of

this bill will vary across school districts.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Education



LBA
23-0341
Revised 2/1/23

HB 429-FN-LOCAL FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered public
schools.

FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State [ ] County [ X ] Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026

Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

Expenditures $0
Indeterminable

Increase
At Least $194,000

Indeterminable
Increase

At Least $196,000

Indeterminable
Increase

At Least $202,000

Funding Source: [ X ] General [ ] Education [ ] Highway [ ] Other

LOCAL:

Revenue $0
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase

Expenditures $0
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase

METHODOLOGY:

This bill requires school districts and chartered public schools to offer both breakfast and lunch

programs to students. This bill will have an impact on expenditures for both the Department of

Education and local school districts. The Department has provided the following information

relative to schools and the current operation of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and

School Breakfast Program (SBP):

• Any school not operating the SBP is not serving breakfast;

• Any school not operating the NSLP is not serving lunch;

• School participation data pulled from November 2022;

• Number of schools in NH operating the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) =

456;

• Number of schools in NH operating NSLP, but not the SBP = 27;

• Number of NH public charter schools not operating SBP or NSLP = 34;

• Number of NH public schools not operating SBP or NSLP = 6.



• Thus, approximately 40 public schools and public charter schools would need to

implement a breakfast and lunch program and approximately 27 NH public schools

and public charter schools would need to add a SBP to their current NSLP (67

total).

The Department states it would need to do the following relative to the 67 schools (public and

public charter):

• Work to establish and approve the schools for eligibility operation of federal

program.

• Work to establish additional child nutrition program opportunities for the schools

who qualify.

• Establish the need for Food Service Management or Vended Meal Contract

oversight for the schools.

• Provide additional intensive training, ongoing technical assistance, claiming

processing, fiscal management, data collection and reporting, conduct procurement

and administrative reviews in accordance state and federal SBP/NSLP guidelines

and regulations.

The Department estimates that executing these new responsibilities would require two (2) new,

full-time Program Specialist IIIs (LG 23, Step 5). Total salary and benefits are estimated at

$194,000 in FY 2024, $196,000 in FY 2025, and $202,000 in FY 2026. This bill does not provide

authority or funding for new personnel. In addition to personnel costs, the Department

anticipates additional general fund expenditures relative to state contribution/match to schools,

however the Department is unable to estimate how much at this time.

Local expenditures are indeterminable at this time as costs to implement the requirements of

this bill will vary across school districts.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Education
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