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REGULAR CALENDAR

January 24, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Children and Family

Law to which was referred HB 34-FN,

AN ACT relative to raising the age of marriage to

eighteen. Having considered the same, report the same

with the following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jodi Nelson

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The majority of the committee supports a motion of Inexpedient to Legislate for the following
reasons: The number of minors marrying per year in New Hampshire is very minimal, zero in the
past two years. The process in which minors can be granted permission to marry is a significant
process, including consent of all parents, interviews and ultimately a decision by a judge. The
minors are legally protected because in New Hampshire, the certificate of marriage provides
evidence of a minor's emancipation.

Committee: Children and Family Law

Bill Number: HB 34-FN

Title: relative to raising the age of marriage to
eighteen.

Date: January 24, 2023

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 8-7.

Rep. Jodi Nelson
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Children and Family Law
HB 34-FN, relative to raising the age of marriage to eighteen. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Jodi Nelson for the Majority of Children and Family Law. The majority of the committee
supports a motion of Inexpedient to Legislate for the following reasons: The number of minors
marrying per year in New Hampshire is very minimal, zero in the past two years. The process in
which minors can be granted permission to marry is a significant process, including consent of all
parents, interviews and ultimately a decision by a judge. The minors are legally protected because
in New Hampshire, the certificate of marriage provides evidence of a minor's emancipation. Vote 8-
7.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

January 24, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Children and Family

Law to which was referred HB 34-FN,

AN ACT relative to raising the age of marriage to

eighteen. Having considered the same, and being

unable to agree with the Majority, report with the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Cassandra Levesque

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The minority of the committee sees the importance of this bill. This bill will allow New Hampshire
to join other states in ending child marriage, protecting the children of New Hampshire, and
allowing them to be children.

Committee: Children and Family Law

Bill Number: HB 34-FN

Title: relative to raising the age of marriage to
eighteen.

Date: January 24, 2023

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Rep. Cassandra Levesque
FOR THE MINORITY
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Children and Family Law
HB 34-FN, relative to raising the age of marriage to eighteen. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Cassandra Levesque for the Minority of Children and Family Law. The minority of the
committee sees the importance of this bill. This bill will allow New Hampshire to join other states in
ending child marriage, protecting the children of New Hampshire, and allowing them to be children.

REGULAR CALENDAR



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 34-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to raising the age of marriage to eighteen.

DATE: January 24, 2023

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. J. Nelson Seconded by Rep. DeSimone Vote: 8-7

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Peter Petrigno, Clerk









HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 34-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to raising the age of marriage to eighteen.

DATE: January 10, 2023

LOB ROOM: 206 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 2:28pm

Time Adjourned: 3:45pm

Committee Members: Reps. M. Pearson, Long, Petrigno, DeSimone, Bickford, J. Nelson,
McMahon, Ball, Panek, Seidel, Grossman, Levesque, M. Perez, Gregg, Moulton and
Raymond

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Levesque Rep. Petrigno Rep. Sofikitis
Rep. Rung Rep. Meuse Rep. Rombeau
Rep. Toll Rep. Read Rep. N. Murphy
Sen. Watters Sen. Altschiller

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

*Rep. Levesque
      ●   Distributed testimony and data in support of bill 
      ●   * See written testimony 
      ●   Agreed that there is a difference in brain development between ages 16 and 18 year 

olds.

Rep. Ellen Read
      ●   Spoke in favor of this bill 
      ●   Military insurance covers partners and children.  Concerned parents can and do coerce 

children to marry.
      ●   We have a discriminating law since same sex couples cannot marry until age 18. 
      ●   Expressed concern regarding human trafficking. Older spouse become guardian of spouse 

under 18 years old.

Rep. Rosemary Rung
      ●   Spoke in support of bill 
      ●   Pointed out that if 16 and 17 year olds cannot enter marriage without parent consent, that  

shows they are not at an age as seen as able to make this decision.

*Sebastian Fuentes
       ●   Spoke in support of bill 
       ●   Pointed out that many employment situations are limited to 16 year olds, this leaves one to 

question how this person would support potential child.

Rep. Jess Edwards
       ●   Spoke to oppose this bill 
       ●   Advocate of marriage, old bill: 

- Banned marriage up to age 18
- Concerned about potential child born out of marriage
- Self-determination is impacted when not allowed to marriage
- Addressed military who want to marry - this helps the family unit



- State would have to accept out-of-state marriages
       ●   Concern of increased:  abortion, welfare, and running away to sanctuary states 
       ●   Need to see this as individual freedom issue for 16 and 17 year olds 

*Emma Sevigny - New Futures
       ●  * See written testimony 

*Rep. Nancy Murphy
       ●   Expressed support of bill.  Credits her positive life on waiting for marriage to allow her 

to grow and mature.
       ●   Spoke about development of prefrontal cortex of brain. 

*Lynn Stanley - NH NASW
       ●   Spoke in support of bill 
       ●   Not about maturity, It's about legal rights,  people do not receive until  they are 18 

including seeking shelter for domestic abuse.
       ●   Concerned NY and MA passed age 18 law 
       ●   NH keeping 16 opens door for more trafficking 
       ●   Since taking wife over state line is legal, taking 16 year old over state line is illegal. 
       ●   *See Written testimony 
       ●   Agreed this could be a national security issue. 

*Dana Albrecht
       ●   Not taking a position on the bill 
       ●   Presented both sides of issue 
       ●   Asked committee rhetorical questions 

*Rep. Maria Perez
       ●   Spoke in favor of bill 
       ●   Shared personal information regarding her history of Domestic Violence while she was 

underage.
       ●   Will bring up at Executive Council in a couple of weeks. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Peter Petrigno, Clerk









































































































































HB 34-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION
23-0095
06/08

HOUSE BILL 34-FN

AN ACT relative to raising the age of marriage to eighteen.

SPONSORS: Rep. Levesque, Straff. 4.

COMMITTEE: Children and Family Law

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill changes the marriageable age in the state from 16 to 18.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 34-FN - AS INTRODUCED
23-0095
06/08

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three

AN ACT relative to raising the age of marriage to eighteen.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Marriageable. Amend RSA 457:4 to read as follows:

457:4 Marriageable. No person below the age of [16] 18 years shall be capable of contracting a

valid marriage, and all marriages contracted by such persons shall be null and void.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

1
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LBA
23-0095
10/7/22

HB 34-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT relative to raising the age of marriage to eighteen.

FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State [ ] County [ X ] Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026

Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0

Revenue $0
Indeterminable

Decrease
Indeterminable

Decrease
Indeterminable

Decrease

Expenditures $0 $50,000 $0 $0

Funding Source:
[ X ] General [ ] Education [ ] Highway [ X ] Other - Fund for

Domestic Violence Grant Program (RSA 173-B:15)

LOCAL:

Revenue $0
Indeterminable

Decrease
Indeterminable

Decrease
Indeterminable

Decrease

Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0

METHODOLOGY:

This bill changes the marriageable age in New Hampshire from 16 to 18. The Department of

State indicates this change would require an update to the vital records software at an estimated

cost of $50,000. There would be an indeterminable impact on in revenue to cities, towns and the

Domestic Violence Grant Program. In accordance with RSA 457:29, for each marriage license

issued, $7 is retained locally and $43 is deposited into the fund for the Domestic Violence Grant

Program. The Department reports the number of marriages where one party is under 18 varies

year to year. Since 1989 this range has been between 0 and 115 marriages.

The Judicial Branch indicates although there could be an increase in the number of marriage

petitions filed for persons below the age of consent, the Branch assumes the change would not

have an appreciable fiscal impact on the Branch.

It is assumed that any fiscal impact would occur after FY 2023.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of State and Judicial Branch
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