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REGULAR CALENDAR

February 1, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Education to which was referred HB

131,

AN ACT requiring reports concerning school policies on

classroom recordings and in-classroom observers.

Having considered the same, report the same with the

following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Rick Ladd

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Education

Bill Number: HB 131

Title: requiring reports concerning school policies on
classroom recordings and in-classroom
observers.

Date: February 1, 2023

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill requires school districts to report in-classroom observer policies and in-classroom
audio/video streaming and recording policies to the Department of Education. The majority of the
committee believe this bill is not needed as school district policies as adopted by each school board
are available and open to the public. The NH School Boards Association provides boiler plate
policies regarding in-classroom policies; however, it should be noted that local boards do modify this
policy in accordance with local needs. For example, some districts request kindergarten parent
visitation not occur during the initial days or week. Parents are welcome to attend and observe in
classrooms, however, schools request that parents contact the teacher or building principal first.
There are a number of associated issues that contribute to in-classroom policies and in-classroom
streaming such as: special education confidentiality, privacy of all students, safety, class and
building security, and student teaching. Further, all policies have been constructed in accordance
with RSA 189:68, III, IV, and V (Student and Teacher Information Protection and Privacy). Lastly,
all policies are available upon request through district offices or schools.

Vote 15-5.

Rep. Rick Ladd
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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REGULAR CALENDAR

Education
HB 131, requiring reports concerning school policies on classroom recordings and in-classroom
observers. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This bill requires school districts to report in-classroom observer
policies and in-classroom audio/video streaming and recording policies to the Department of
Education. The majority of the committee believe this bill is not needed as school district policies as
adopted by each school board are available and open to the public. The NH School Boards
Association provides boiler plate policies regarding in-classroom policies; however, it should be noted
that local boards do modify this policy in accordance with local needs. For example, some districts
request kindergarten parent visitation not occur during the initial days or week. Parents are
welcome to attend and observe in classrooms, however, schools request that parents contact the
teacher or building principal first. There are a number of associated issues that contribute to in-
classroom policies and in-classroom streaming such as: special education confidentiality, privacy of
all students, safety, class and building security, and student teaching. Further, all policies have
been constructed in accordance with RSA 189:68, III, IV, and V (Student and Teacher Information
Protection and Privacy). Lastly, all policies are available upon request through district offices or
schools. Vote 15-5.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 131

BILL TITLE: requiring reports concerning school policies on classroom recordings and in-
classroom observers.

DATE: February 1, 2023

LOB ROOM: 207

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Ladd Seconded by Rep. Myler Vote: 15-5

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Arlene Quaratiello, Clerk







HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 131

BILL TITLE: requiring reports concerning school policies on classroom recordings
and in-classroom observers.

DATE: January 12, 2023

LOB ROOM: 205-207 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1:30pm

Time Adjourned: 2:15pm

Committee Members: Reps. Ladd, Cordelli, O. Ford and A. LekasDrye, McDonnell, Noble,
Peternel, Myler, Tanner, Luneau, Ellison, Woodcock, Hall, Balboni, Cascadden, Damon.

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Moffett Rep. A. Lekas

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

*Rep. A. Lekas
      ●   Presented for Rep. Moffett 
      ●   General discussion of current Policies/best practices 
      ●   Submitted written testimony 

*Becky Wilson - NH School Board Association
      ●   Many policies - 3 types - most posted 
      ●   Submitted written testimony 
      ●   Neutral on bill 

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Oliver Ford, Clerk





House Remote Testify

Education Committee Testify List for Bill HB131 on 2023-01-12
Support: 3    Oppose: 1    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0

  Export to Excel

Name
City, State
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Ellermann, Maureen Concord, NH
ellermannf@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/10/2023 6:03 AM

Walbridge, Tracy Rochester, NH
tracywalbridge@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/10/2023 4:21 PM

Clark, Denise Milford, NH
denise.m.clark03055@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/11/2023 10:02 PM

Johnson, Hon. Dawn Laconia, NH
staterep@dawnjohnson4nh.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/12/2023 8:53 AM
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Denise Clark

  

 

 

 









HB 131 - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION
23-0124
10/07

HOUSE BILL 131

AN ACT requiring reports concerning school policies on classroom recordings and in-
classroom observers.

SPONSORS: Rep. Moffett, Merr. 4; Rep. A. Lekas, Hills. 38

COMMITTEE: Education

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill requires school districts to report in-classroom observer policies and in-classroom
audio/video streaming and recording policies to the department of education.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 131 - AS INTRODUCED
23-0124
10/07

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three

AN ACT requiring reports concerning school policies on classroom recordings and in-
classroom observers.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Section; Schools; Reports on Classroom Recordings and In-classroom Observer Policies.

Amend RSA 189 by inserting after section 29-b the following new section:

189:29-c Reports Required; School Policies on Classroom Recordings and In-Classroom

Observers. The superintendent of each school district shall submit a report to the commissioner of

the department of education, with an initial report due by November 1, 2023, concerning in-

classroom observer policies and in-classroom audio/video streaming and recording policies.

Subsequent changes to the policies shall be reported each November 1 to the commissioner of the

department of education.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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