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SENATE BILL 132-FN
AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.
SPONSORS: Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5

COMMITTEE: Health and Human Services

ANALYSIS
This bill adopts legislation relative to:
I. Employer payment of required COVID-19 testing.
II. Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

III. Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care facilities and
making an appropriation therefor.

IV. The support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the council on
the arts.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italies.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-andstruckthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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08/11
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One
ANACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Sponsorship. This act consists of the following proposed legislation:

Part I: LSR 21-0895, relative to employer payment of required COVID-19 testing, sponsored by
Sen. Prentiss, Prime/Dist 5; Sen. Rosenwald, Dist 13; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; Sen. Sherman, Dist 24;
Sen Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Rep. Sullivan, Sull 1; Graf 17; Rep. Marsh, Carr 8; Rep. Woods, Merr
23; and Rep. Merchant, Sull 4.

Part II:  LSR 21-939, establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund, sponsored by Sen.
Prentiss, Prime/Dist 5; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; and Sen. Sherman, Dist. 24.

Part ITII: LSR 21-0946, requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term
care facilities and making an appropriation therefor, sponsored by Sen. Rosenwald, Prime/Dist 13;
Sen. Cavanp.ugh, Dist 16; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5;
Sen. Sherman, Dist 24; Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Sen. Soucy, Dist 18; Rep. McMahon, Rock 7;
Rep. Rogers, Merr 28; and Rep. Nordgren, Graf 12; Rep. Klee, Hills 30.

Part IV: LSR 21-1058, relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the council on the arts, sponsored by Sen. Whitley, Prime/Dist 15; Sen. Perkins Kwoka,
Dist 21; Rep. McWilliams, Merr 27; Rep. Espitia, Hills 31; Rep. Fenton, Ches 8; and Rep. Wilhelm,
Hills 42.

2 Legislation Enacted. The general court hereby enacts the following legislation:

, PARTI
Relative to employer payment of required COVID-19 testing.

1 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Testing. Amend RSA 275 by inserting after section 77 the
following new subdivision:

COVID-19 Testing

275:78 COVID-19 Testing. An employer that requires an employee to obtain a COVID-19 test
shall pay for or reimburse the cost of such employee's test if the test:

LIsa prerequisite for the employee becoming eligible to work; _
II. Is not otherwise medically necessary, except to determine if the employee is positive for
COVID-19; and
III. Is not covered by the employee’s health insurance plan.
2 Effective Date. Part I of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
PART 11
Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.
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1 Findings.
I. On March 13, 2020, the governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due
to COVID-19. As of January’l, 2021, this order has been extended 14 times.
II. Between March 26, 2020 and Junel8, 2020, a “Stay at Home” order had been in-place

under the authority of the governor as measure to prevent the spread of COVDI-19. This order

included the closing of schools, prohibited gatherings of 10 or more people, and limited business

operations that were not considered essential.

II1. Between March and August of 2020, 449 New Hampshire business closed temporarily or
permanently, with 280 remaining closed.

IV. New Hampshire began “reopening” on May 11, 2020 with restrictions, some of which
remain in place today and continue to impact the micro enterprise sector, those businesses with
between 1 and 5 employees including the proprietor. According to the Small Business
Administration, Office of Advocacy, there are 25,478 business with between 1-19 employees and
101,795 non-employer businesses.

V. It is incumbent upen the state government to take prompt, proactive, and continuing
action to protect the economic health of New Hampshire communities through building cut the
infrastructure and sustainability of micro enterprises.

2 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend RSA 12-O by inserting
after section 52 the following new subdivision:
COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund
12-0:53 COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund.

I. There is established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to be known as the COVID-
19 micro enterprise relief fund, Notwithstanding RSA 4:45, RSA 4:47, RSA 21-P:43, or any other law
to the contrary, to the extent permissible under federal law $1,000,000 of any federal funds received
by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the fund,
provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $1,000,000 in any fiscal year.

II. Funds shall be disbursed at the discretion of the commissioner to the 10 New Hampshire
regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro enterprises.
With each award, an agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place between the regional
development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development center, and the micro
enterprise to support the implementation of the funds.

III. Regional economic development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to
$10,000 to support one or more areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities,
upgrading ‘business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. The regional economic
development corporations shall ensure micro enterprises awarded grants pursuant to this
subdivision are provided such assistance as may be necessary to support implementation of any

grants awarded.
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IV. For purposes of this subdivision, "micro enterprise" shall mean an entity with 5 or fewer
employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business for a minimum of one year and that
has a demonstrated financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as
temporary closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared
to the same time period during the previous year. Financial statements demonstrating losses,
closures, or reduction in worlkforce shall be supplied as part of the application process. )

3 New Subparagraph; Application of Receipts; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend
RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:

' (365) Moneys deposited into the COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund established

in RSA 12-0:53.

4 Effective Date, Part II of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

PART III
Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care facilities and making
an appropriation therefor.

1 Short Title. This act shall be known as the Protect New Hampshire Veterans and Seniors Act
of 2021.

2 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Nul:sing Home and Long-Term Care Audit. Amend RSA 151-E
by inserting after section 21 the following new subdivision:

COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit

151-E:22 COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit. The commissioner of the
department of health and human services shall issue a request for proposals for a qualified grantee,
with the approval of governor and council, to undertake an independent audit of the COVID-19
situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New Hampshire and provide a needs assessment
to provide recommendations for further COVID-19 related funding, safety, and public health
upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nursing facilities, residential care facilities, long-
term care facilities, and the New Hampshire veterans' home, and providing a preparedness plan for
COVID-19 at such facilities, to be submitted to the governor, the chairpersons of the house and
senate ﬁnaﬁce committees, the chairpersons of the senate health and human services committee and
the house health, human services and elderly affairs committee, and the health and human services
oversight committee established in RSA 126-A:13, no later than August 1, 2021. Neither the
governor, the governor’s office, nor the commissioner shall direct this independent audit and needs
assessment, but each shall respond to any requests for information from the grantee. The grantee
shall include in the final report all such requests for information. The grantee shall also include in
the final report a separate audit and needs assessment specifically for the New Hampshire veterans’
home.

8 Appropriation. The sum of $250,000 is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2022 to the-commissioner of the department of health and human services from federal COVID-19
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relief funds for the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee as required in RSA 151-E:22. If such federal
funds are unavailable, the governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the purpose of section 2 of this act.

4 Effective Date. Part III of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

PART IV
Relative to the support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the council
on the arts.

1 Title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Save Qur Granite Stages Act.

2 Purpose Statement. Independent live venues are important entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as employers and
tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses such as restaurants,
hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's independent live venues is difficult o
calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the state. Unfortunately, these
businesses were among the first to close as COVID-19 spread across the country, will likely be the
last to reopen, and will take years to recover if they can stay in business at all. Smaller venues with
a capacity of 300 or less are being impacted the most by the COVID-19 economic and public health
crisis. This act provides targeted assistance and long-term planning support and recognizes the
importance of independent live venues to New Hampshire's economy.

3 Council on the Arts; Declaration of Policy. Amend RSA 19-A:1 to read as follows:

19-A:1 Declaration of Policy. It is hereby found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to
view, enjoy or participate in living theatrical performances, musical concerts, operas, dance and
ballet recitals, art exhibits, examples of fine architecture, and the performing and fine arts
generally. It is hereby further found that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and enjoyment
of the arts are of increasing importance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be
promoted by giving further recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and heritage and as
a valued m(‘eans of expanding the scope of our educational programs. It is hereby further found
that independent live venues are important entertainment hubs and economic multipliers
for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as employers and
tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses such as
restaurants, hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's independent live
venues is difficult to calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the
state. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with
institutions and professional organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts
in the life of our communities will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the
welfare and educational experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities

undertaken by the state in carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and
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assisting rather than in any ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the
well-being of the arts.

4 New Paragraph; Council on the Arts; Duties. Amend RSA 19-A:5 by inserting after paragraph
VIII the following new paragraph:

IX. To provide support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry, with
special attention to smaller venues with a capacity of 300 or less.

5 Council on the Arts; Reporting Requirement. Amend RSA 19-A:7 to read as follows:

19-A:7 Reports. The council shall make biennial reports to the governor and council. The
council's strategic plan and biennial report under this section shall address the activities
of the council to provide support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry.

6 Effective Date. Part IV of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.

PART I: Relative to employer payment of required COVID-19 testing.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X ] County [X ] Loeal [ ] None
- Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

COUNTY: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue 30 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures 30 $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000

LOCAL:

Appropriation 30 $0 30 $0
Revenue 30 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures 30 Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable

The Department of Administrative Services was contacted for a fiscal note worksheet on January

22, 2021, which has not been supplied as of February 4, 2021.

METHODOLOGY:
This section requires employers to pay for employees' COVID-19 testing when such testing is
required for work; or is not otherwise medically necessary except to determine if the employee is

positive for COVID-19; or is not covered by the employee's health insurance plan.

The New Hampshire Association of Counties states that counties currently test their employees
twice a week. The counties currently spend $250,000 for one weekly test with the state paying
for the second weekly test. If the counties test for one year, the cost would be $13,000,000 (52 x
$250,000).

The New Hampshire Municipal Association there is no information available as to how many
municipalities currently require employees to obtain COVID-19 tests. To the extent that a
municipality does require a test and is not currently paying for it and it is not covered by
insurance, this may increase municipal expenditures by an indeterminable amount. There is no

impact on municipal revenues.

It is assumed this section is effective July 1, 2021.




AGENCIES CONTACTED:
Department of Administrative Services, New Hampshire Municipal Association and New
Hampshire Association of Counties

PART II: Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X ] County [X] Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $1,000,000 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures 50| . $1,080,000 $81,000 $85,000

3 ;

COUNTY: -

Revenue 30 Indeterminable $0 $0
Expenditures $0 | Indeterminable %0 $0
LOCAL:
Revenue $0 Indeterminable $0 $0
Expenditures $0 | Indeterminable $0 $0
METHODOLOGY:

This section establishes the COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund, a dedicated fund within
the State Treasury, to be administered by the Department of Business and Economic Affairs
(DBEA). To the extent permissible under federal law, $1,000,000 of any federal funds received
by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the
fund, provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $1,000,000 in any fiscal year.
Funds are to be disbursed at the discretion of the Commissioner of DBEA to the 10 New
Hampshire regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro
enterprises. With each award, an agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place
between the regional development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development
center, and the micro enterprise to support the implementation of the funds. Regional economic
developiment corporations shall award one-time grants of up to $10,000 to support one or more
areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities, upgrading business practices,
or maintaining storefront presence. An eligible "micro enterprise” shall mean an entity with 5 or

fewer employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business for 2 minimum of one year



and that has a demonstrated financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency,
such as temporary closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater

when compared to the same time pefiod during the previous year.

It is unclear if county and local government would be eligible to directly receive these grants
since it specifies the grants are for regional economic development corporations. RSA 162-A:2,
XII provides a definition for local development organization which includes regional development
corporation. This definition also states "The term "local development organization” shall include
a town, city or county if such town, city or county has published written procedures for
participating in economic development activities thrdugh the loaning of funds or the

enhancement of credit".

Treasury reports there is no fiscal impact on the revenues or expenditures of the Treasury as the
fund is éppropriated to and administered by the DBEA. There is no fiscal impact anticipated at

the county or local levels.

The Department of Business and Economic Affairs (DBEA) identified 10 regional economic
development corporations that would be eligible to receive funds to be distributed to micro
enterprises. The Department does not know how much funding would become available or
permissible under federal law. To accommodate the distribution of requested funding and
associated federal reporting that may be required, the Department anticipates hiring one new
administrative position, and assumes General Funds will be needed to pay for the additional
position. The estimated salary and benefit cost of this position (Program Specialist 111, Labor
Grade 23) is $80,000 in FY22, $81,000 in FY23 and $85,000¢ in FY24. This section does not

authorize any new positions or provide appropriations to fund positions.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Treasury Department and Department of Business and Economic Affairs

PART III: Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care
facilities and making an appropriation therefor.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ] County [ ] Loeal [ ] None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $250,000 30 $0
Revenue . $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $250,000 Indeterminable Indeterminable




METHODOLOGY:

This section requires the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Human Services to

issue a request for proposals, subject to approval by the Governor and Executive Council, for an
independent audit of the COVID-19 situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New
Hampshire. The RFP will also include a needs assessment and COVID-19 preparedness plan
relating to safety, public health upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nursing
facilities, residential care facilities, long-term care facilities, and the New Hampshire Veterans'
Home. The recommendations will be submitted to the Governor and specified legislative
committees no later than August 1, 2021. The grantee shall include a separate audit and needs

assessment specifically for the New Hampshire Veterans' Home in the final report.

The section appropriates $250,000 for FY 2022 to DHHS from federal COVID-19 relief funds for
the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee. If such funds are not available, General Funds shall be

used for this purpose.

DHHS does not currently have $250,000 in COVID-19 relief funds allocated or allowed for the
purposes of conducting the independent audit and assessments as required. Therefore, it is
expected that the funds used for the purposes of conducting the independent audit and

assessment would come from General Funds.

DHHS would not need to hire additional staff to issue the request for proposals and draft the
resulting contract. Other tasks, for example rule making or the imposition of additional
licensure requirements, would depend on the information and recommendations contained in the

assessment, and the costs associated with those tasks are indeterminable at this time.

It is assumed this section will be effective July 1, 2021.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Health and Human Services

PART IV: Relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the council on the arts,

No fiscal impact.
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AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.

PART I: Relative to employer payment of required COVID-19 testing.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X ] County [ X ] Local [ 1 None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

COUNTY: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 30
Expenditures $0 $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000

LOCAL:

Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue 30 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable

The Department of Administrative Services was contacted for a fiscal note worksheet on January

29, 2021, which has not been supplied as of February 4, 2021.

METHODOLOGY:
This section requires employers to pay for employees’ COVID-19 testing when such testing is
required for work; or is not otherwise medically necessary except to determine if the employee is

positive for COVID-19; or is not covered by the employee's health insurance plan.

The New Hampshire Association of Counties states that counties currently test their employees
twice a week. The counties currently spend $250,000 for one weekly test with the state paying
for the second weekly test. If the counties test for one year, the cost would be $13,000,000 (52 x
$250,000).

The New Hampshire Municipal Association there is no information available as to how many
municipalities currently require employees to obtain COVID-19 tests. To the extent that a

municipality does require a test and is not currently paying for it and it is not covered by




insurance, this may increase municipal expenditures by an indeterminable amount. There is no

impact on municipal revenues.

It is assumed this section is effective July 1, 2021.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Administrative Services, New Hampshire Municipal Association and New

Hampshire Assaciation of Counties

PART II: Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X ] County [ X] Local [ ] None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $1,000,000 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $1,080,000 $81,000 $85,000

COUNTY: )
Revenue $0 | Indeterminable $0 30
Expenditures $0 Indeterminable $0 $0
LOCAL:
Revenue $0 Indeterminable 30 $0
Expenditures $0 | Indeterminable $0 $0
METHODOLOGY:

This section establishes the COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund, a dedicated fund within

the State Treasury, to be administered by the Department of Business and Economic Affairs
(DBEA). To the extent permissible under federal law, $1,000,000 of any federal funds received
by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the
fund, provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $1,000,000 in any fiscal year.
Funds are to be disbursed at the discretion of the Commissioner of DBEA to the 10 New

Hampshire regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro

enterprises. With each award, an agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place



between the regional development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development
center, and the micro enterprise to support the implementation of the funds. Regional economic
development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to $10,000 to support one or more
areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities, upgrading business practices,
or maintaining storefront presence. An eligible "micro enterprise” shall mean an entity with & or
fewer employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business for a minimum of one year
and that has a demonstrated financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency,
such as temporary closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater

when compared to the same time period during the previous year.

It is unclear if county and local government would be eligible to directly receive these grants
since it specifies the prants are for regional economic development corporations. RSA 162-A:2,
XII provides a definition for local development organization which includes regional development
corporation. This definition also states "The term "local development organization" shall include
a town, city or county if such town, city or county has published written procedures for
participating in economic development activities through the loaning of funds or the

enhancement of credit”,

Treasury reports there is no fiscal impact on the revenues or expenditures of the Treasury as the
fund is appropriated to and administered by the DBEA. There is no fiscal impact anticipated at

the county or local levels,

The Department of Business and Economic Affairs (DBEA) identified 10 regional economic
development corporations that would be eligible to receive funds to be distributed to micro
enterprises. The Department does not know how much funding would become available or
permissible under federal law. To accommodate the distribution of requested funding and
associated federal reporting that may be required, the Department anticipates hiring one new
administrative position, and assumes General Funds will be needed to pay for the additional
position. The estimated salary and benefit cost of this position (Program Specialist III, Labor
Grade 23) is $80,000 in FY22, $81,000 in FY23 and $85,000 in FY24. This section dces not

authorize any new positions or provide appropriations to fund positions.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Treasury Department and Department of Business and Economic Affairs



PART III: Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care
facilities and making an appropriation therefor.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ].County [ ] Local [ 1 None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $250,000 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $250,000 | Indeterminable Indeterminahle

METHODOLOGY:

This section requires the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Human Services to

issue a request for proposals, subject to approval by the Governor and Ezecutive Council, for an
independent audit of the COVID-19 situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New
Hampshire. The RFP will also include a needs assessment and COVID-19 preparedness plan
relating to safety, public health upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nursing
facilities, residential care facilities, loné-term care facilities, and the New Hampshire Veterans'
Home. The recommendations will be submitted to the Governor and specified legislative

committees no later than August 1, 2021. The grantee shall include a separate audit and needs

assessment specifically for the New Hampshire Veterans’ Home in the final report.

The section appropriates $250,000 for FY 2022 to DHHS from federal COVID-19 relief funds for
the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee. If such funds are not available, General Funds shall be

used for this purpose.

DHHS does not currently have $250,000 in COVID-19 relief funds allocated or allowed for the
purposes of conducting the independent audit and assessments as required. Therefore, it is
expected that the funds used for the purposes of conducting the independent audit and

assessment would come from General Funds.

DHHS would not need to hire additional staff to issue the request for proposals and draft the
resulting contract. Other tasks, for example rule making or the imposition of additional
licensure requirements, would depend on the information and recommendations contained in the

assessment, and the costs associated with those tasks are indeterminable at this time.



It is assumed this section will be effective July 1, 2021.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Health and Human Services

PART IV: Relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the council on the arts,

No fiscal impact.
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AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.
PART I Relative to employer payment of required COVID-19 testing.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [X] County [ X] Local [ ]None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 : 30 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 30
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable

High

COUNTY:
Revenue $0 S0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000
LOCAL:
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures %0 Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
METHODOLOGY:

This section requires employers to pay for employees' COVID-19 testing when such testing is
required for work; or is not otherwise medically necessary except to determine if the employee is

positive for COVID-19; or is not covered by the employee's health insurance plan.

The New Hampshire Association of Counties states that counties currently test their employees
twice a week. The counties currently spend $250,000 for one weekly test with the state paying
for the second weekly test. If the counties test for one year, the cost would be $13,000,000 (52 x
$250,000).

The New Hampshire Municipal Association there is no information available as to how many
municipalities currently require employees to obtain COVID-19 tests. To the extent that a

municipality does require a test and is not currently paying for it and it is not covered by



insurance, this may increase municipal expenditures by an indeterminable amount. There is no

impact on municipal revenues.

The Department of Administrative Services does not have information as to the classification of

employee types who would be required to test for COVID-19 as a condition of employment. Pre-

employment costs such as physicals have not included COVID-19 testing costs in budget

requests for FY 22-FY23. The number of employees that may need to be tested is unknown and

such costs for pre-employment testing may not be covered by existing appropriations and may

require additional funding in the next biennium. Therefor the fiscal impact is indeterminable at

this time.

It is assumed this section is effective July 1, 2021.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Administrative Services, New Hampshire Municipal Association and New

Hampshire Association of Counties

PART II Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X ] County [ X] Local [ 1 None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $1,000,000 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 30
Expenditures $0 $1,080,000 $81,000 $85,000

COUNTY:
Revenue $0 Indeterminable $0 $0
Expenditures $0 Indeterminable $0 20
L.OCAIL:
Revenue $0 Indeterminable $0 $0
Expenditures $0 | Indeterminable 30 $0

METHODOLOGY:



This section establishes the COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund, a dedicated fund within
the State Treasury, to be administered by the Department of Business and Economic Affairs
(DBEA). To the extent permissible under federal law, $1,000,000 of any federal funds received
by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the
fund, provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $1,000,000 in any fiscal year.
Funds are to be disbursed at the discretion of the Commissioner of DBEA to the 10 New
Hampshire regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro
enterprises, With each award, an agreerrient for technical assistance shall be put in place
between the regional development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development
center, and the micro enterprise to support the implementation of the funds. Regional economic
developmenf corporations shall award one-time grants of up to $10,000 to support one or more
areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities, upgrading business practices,
or maintaining storefront presence. An eligible "micro enterprise” shall mean an entity with 5 or
fewer employees, including any proprietbr, that has been in business for a minimum of one year
and that has a demonstrated financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency,
such as temporary closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater

when compared to the same time period during the previous year.

It 1s unclear if county and local government would be eligible to directly feceive these grants
since it specifies the grants are for regional economic development corporations. RSA 162-A:2,
XII provides a definition for local development organization which includes regional development
corporation. This definition also states "The term "local development organization" shall include
a town, city or county if such town, city or county has published written procedures for
participating in economic development activities through the loaning of funds or the

enhancement of credit”.

Treasury reports there is no fiscal impact on the revenues or expenditures of the Treasury as the
fund is appropriated to and administered by the DBEA. There is no fiscal impact anticipated at

the county or local levels.

The Department of Business and Economic Affairs (DBEA) identified 10 regional economic
development corporations that would be eligible to receive funds to be distributed to micro
enterprises. Th(_e Department does not know how much funding would become available or
permissible. under federal law. To accommodate the distribution of requested funding and
associated federal reporting that may be required, the Department anticipates hiring one new

administrative position, and assumes General Funds will be needed to pay for the additional



position. The estimated salary and benefit cost of this position (Program Spectalist III, Labor
Grade 23) is $80,000 in FY22, $81,000 in FY23 and $85,000 in FY24. This section does not

authorize any new positions or provide appropriations to fund positions.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Treasury Department and Department of Business and Economic Affairs

PART III Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care
facilities and making an appropriation therefor.

o 5. Bl B

#:

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ 1County [ ] Local [ ] None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation . $0 $250,000 30 $0
Revenue $0 $0 30 $0
Expenditures %0 $250,000 Indeterminable Indeterminable

P

METHODOLOGY:
This section requires the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Hﬁman Services to
issue a request for proposals, subject to approval by the Governor and Executive Council, for an
independent audit of the COVID-19 situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New
Hampshire. The RFP will also include a needs assessment and COVID-19 preparedness plan
relating to .safety, public health upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nursing
facilities, residential care facilities, long-term care facilities, and the New Hampshire Veterans'
Home. The recommendations will be submitted to the Governor and specified legislative
committees no later than August 1, 2021. The grantee shall include a separate audit and needs

assessment specifically for the New Hampshire Veterans' Home in the final report.

The section appropriates $250,000 for FY 2022 to DHHS from federal COVID-19 relief funds for
the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee, If such funds are not available, General Funds shall be

used for this purpose.

DHHS does not currently have $250,000 in COVID-19 relief funds allocated or allowed for the

purposes of conducting the independent audit and assessments as required. Therefore, it is



expected that the funds used for the purposes of conducting the independent audit and

assessment would come from General Funds.

DHHS would not need to hire additional staff to issue the request for proposals and draft the
resulting contract. Other tasks, for example rule making or the imposition of additional
licensure requirements, would depend on the information and recommendations contained in the

assessment, and the costs associated with those tasks are indeterminable at this time.
It is assumed this section will be effective July 1, 2021.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Health and Human Services

PART IV Relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the counecil on the arts,

No fiscal impact.
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SENATE BILL 132-FN
AN ACT - adopting omnibus legislation relativg to COVID-19.
SPONSORS: Sen. Prentiss, Dist
COMMITTEE: Health and Human Services

AMENDED ANATYSIS f

This bill adopts legislation relative to:
I. Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

"III. Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care facilities and
making an appropriation therefor.

ITI. The support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the council on
the arts.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current lJaw appears [in-bracketsand-struckthrough:]

Matter which is either {a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenly One

"AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Sponsorship. This act consists of the following proposed legislation:

Part I: LSR 21-939, establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund; sponsored by Sen.
Prentiss, Prime/Dist 5; Sen. Whitley,J Dist 15; and Sen. Sherman, Dist. 24.

Part II: LSR 21-0946, requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term
care facilities and making an appropriation therefor, sponsored by Sen. Rosenwald, Prime/Dist 13;
Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5;
Sen. Sherman, Dist-24; Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Sen. Soucy, Dist 18; Rep. McMahon, Rock 7;
Rep. Rogers, Merr 28; and Rep. Nordgren, Graf 12; Rep. Klee, Hills 30.

Part III: LSR 21-1058, relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the council on the arts, sponsored by Sen. Whitley, Prime/Dist 15; Sen. Perkins Kwoka,
Dist 21; Rep. McWilliams, Merr 27; Rep. Espitia, Hills 31; Rep. Fenton, Ches 8; and Rep. Wilhelm,
Hills 42.

2 Legislation Enacted. The general court hereby enacts the following legislation:

PARTI
Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.
1 Findings.

I. On March 13, 2020, the governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due
to COVID-19. As of January 1, 2021, this order has been extended 14 times.

II. Between March 26, 2020 and Junel6, 2020, a “Stay at Home” order had been in-place
under the authority of the governor as measure to prevent the spread of COVDI-19. This order
included the closing of schools, prohibited gatherings of 10 or more people, and limited business
operations that were not considered essential. ’

III. Between March and August of 2020, 449 New Hampshire business closed temporarily or
permanently, with 280 remaining closed.

IV. New Hampshire began “reopening” on May 11, 2020 with restrictions, some of which
remain in place today and continue to impact the micro enterprise sector, those businesses with
between 1 and 5 employees including the proprietor. According to the Small Business
Administration, Office of Advocacy, there are 25,478 business with between 1-19 employees and

101,795 non-employer businesses.
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V. It is incumbent upon the state governmenf to take prompt, proactive, and continuing
action to protect the economic health of New Hampshire communities through-building out the
infrastructure and sustainability of micro enterprises,

2 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend RSA 12-O by inserting
after section 52 the following new subdivision: '
COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund
12-0:53 COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund.

I. There is established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to be known as the COVID-
19 micro enterprise relief fund. Notwithstanding RSA 4:45, RSA 4:47, RSA 21-P:43, or any other law
to the contrary, to the extent permissible under federal law $3,000,000 of any federal funds received
by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency s;hall be deposited into the fund,
provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $3,000,000 in any fiscal year.

II. Funds shall be disbursed at the discretion of the commissioner to the 10 New Hampshire
regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro enterprises.
Each regional development corporation shall receive up to $300,000, Each regional development
economic council shall be authorized to assess an administrative fee up to 10 percent of the funds
received through the state to manage this grant program. Any regional economic development
corporation that does not award all of the funds received in grants to local micro enterprises shall
return the funds to micro enterprise relief fund at the department of business and economic affairs
for redistribution at the discretion of the commissioner.

III. With each award, an agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place between
the regional development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development center, and
the micro enterprise to support the implementation of the funds. 18 months after the
implementation of the program, the regional economic development councils will prepare and submit
reports to the commissioner, that include the number of grants'z;.nd the amounts, and the use of each
grant by the recipient. The commjssioner shall compile these reports and submit a compiled report
to the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate president, the house clerk, the senate
clerk, the state library, and the governor. -

IV. Regional economic development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to
$25,000 to support one or more areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities,
upgrading business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. The regional economic '
development corporations shall ensure micro enterprises awarded grants pursuant to this
subdivision are provided such assistance as may be necessary to support implementation of any
grants awarded.

V. For purposes of this subdivision, "micro enterprise” shall mean an entity with 10 or fewer
employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business prior to March 13, 2020, when the

governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due to COVID-19 and that has a
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demonstrated a financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as temporary
closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared to the
same time period during the previous year. Financial statements demonstrating losses, closures, or
reduction in workforce shall be supplied as part of the application process.

3 New Subparagraph; Application of Receipts; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend
RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:

(365) Moneys deposited into the COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund established

in RSA 12-0:53. '

4 Effective Date. Part I of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

PARTII
Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care facilities and making
an appropriation therefor.

1 Shert Title. This act shall be known as the Protect New Hampshire Veterans and Seniors Act
of 2021. '

2 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit. Amend RSA 151-E
by inserting after section 21 the following new subdivision:

COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit

151-E:22 COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit. The commissioner of the
department of health and human services shall issue a request for proposals for a qualified grantee,
with the approval of governor and council, to undertake an independent audit of the COVID-19
situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New Hampshire and provide a needs assessment
to provide recommendations for further COVID-19 related funding, safety, and public health
upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nursing faciiities, residential care facilities, long
term care facilities, and the New Hampshire veterans' home, and providing a preparedness plan for
COVID-19 at such facilities, to be submitted to the governor, the chairpersons of the house and
senate finance committees, the chairpersons of the senate health and human services committee and
the house health, human services and elderly affairs committee, and the health and human services
oversight committee established in RSA 126-A:13, no later than November 1, 2021. All information
received or created by the department related to the inspection or survey results of licensed health
care facilities may be shared with the grantee, except that protected health information or
personally identifiable information shall not be shared with the grantee for any reason All
information which is received by the grantee for the purposes of this section, and which ctherwise
constitutes confidential information pul—'suant to state law, shall remain confidential, and shall
receive the protections afforded to such confidential information under existing state law.

3 Appropriation. The sum of $250,000 is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2022 to the commissioner of the department of health and human services from federal COVID-19
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relief funds for the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee as required in RSA 151-E:22, If such federal
funds are unavailable, the governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the purpose of section 2 of this act.

4 Effective Date. Part II of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

PART IIT
Relative to the support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the council
- on the arts. |
1 Title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Save Qur Granite Stages Act.
2 Purpose Statement. Independent. live venues are important entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as employers and,

tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses such as restaurants,

1
_ hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's independent live venues is difficult to

calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the state. Unfortunately, these
businesses were among the first to close as COVID-19 spread across the country, will likely be the
last to reopen, and will take years to recover if they can stay in business at all. Smaller venues with
a capacity of 300 or less are being impacted the most by the COVID-1% economie and public health
crisis. This act provides targeted assistance and long-term planning support and recognizes the
importance of independent live venues to New Hampshire's economy.

3 Council on the Arts; Declaration of Po].icy. Amend RSA 19-A:1 to read as follows:

19-A:1 Declaration of Policy. It is hereby found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to
view, enjoy or participate in living theatrical performances, musical concerts, (;peras, dance and
ballet recitals, art exhibits, examples of fine architecture, and the performing and fine arts
generally. It is hereby further found that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and enjoyment
of the arts are of increasing importance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be
promoted by giving further recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and heritage and as
a valxied means of expanding the scope of our educational programs. It is hereby further found
that arts organizations and businesses are important entertainment hubs and economic
maultipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as
emplo_‘yers and tourism destinations ?nd as revenue generators for neighboring busim‘zsses
such as restaurants, hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's creative
sector is difficult to calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the
state. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with
institutions and professional organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts
in the life of our communities will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the
welfare and educational experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities .

undertaken by the state in carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and
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assisting rather than in any ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the
well-being of the arts.

4 Council on the Arts; Report. Amend RSA 19-A:7 to read as follows:

19-A:7 Reports. The council shall make biennial reports to the governor and council. The
council's strategic plan and biennial report under this section shall address the activities
related to the Save Our Granite Stages Fund created under RSA 19-A:15.

5 New Subdivision; Council on the Arts; Save OQur Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 19-A by
Inserting after section 14 the following new subdivision: 2

Save Our Granite Stages Fund

19-A:15 Save Our Granite Stages Fund. There is hereby established the save our granite stages
fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022 to the New Hampshire state council on the
arts for the purpose of providing grants to both non-profit and for-profit live venues that did not
receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Operators (SVQ) program, which was established
by Economic Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits and Venues Act (P.L. 1’16-260). The fund
shall be nonlapsing and kept separate and distinct from all other funds. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, $1,000,000 of any discretionary federal funds received by the state in response to
the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the fund. In addition to state
appropriations, the council may accept grants, gifts, and donations for deposit in the fund.

‘6 New Subparagraph; Dedicated Funds; Save our Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b)
by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:

(865) Moneys deposited in the save our granite stages fund under RSA 19-A:16.

7 Repeal. RSA 19-A:15 and RSA 6:12, I(b)(365), as inserted by sections 5 and 6 of Part III of this
act, respectively, are repealed.

8 Effective Date.

1. Section 7 of Part III of this act shall take effect June 30, 2023.
II. The remainder of Part ITI of this act shall take effect upon its passage.
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SB 132-FN- FISCAL NOTE |
AS INTRODUCED
AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19. -
PART 1 Relative to employer payment of required COVID-19 testing.
FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X] County [X] Local [ ]None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 - 30 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable

Funding Source:.. | [X}General. =~ [ ‘] Education .- .. [ ] Highway ~~ -[']-Other °

COUNTY:
Revenue $0 30 $0 4 $0
Expenditures $0 $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000

LOCAL: -

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 | Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
METHODOLOGY:

This section requires employers to pay for employees' COVID-19 testing when such testing is

required for work; or is not otherwise medically necessary except to determine if the employee is

positive for COVID-19; or is not covered by the employee's health insurance plan.

The New Hampshire Association of Counties states that counties currently te

st their employees

twice a week. The counties currently spend $250,000 for one weekly test with the state paying
for the second weekly test. If the counties test for one year, the cost would be $13,000,000 (52 x

$250,000).

The New Hampshire Municipal Association there is no information available as to how many

To

municipality does require a test and is not currently paying for it and it

municipalities currently require employees to obtain COVID-19 tests.

the extent that a

is not covered by

insurance, this may increase municipal expenditures by an indeterminable amount. There is no

impact on municipal revenues.




The Department of Administrative Services does not have information as to the classification of
employee types who would be required to test for COVID-19 as a condition of employment. Pre-
employment costs such as physicals have not included COVID-19 testing costs in budget
re;luests for FY 22-FY23. The number of employees that may need to be tested is unknown and
such costs for pre-employment testing may not be covered by existing appropriations and may
require additional funding in the next biennium. Therefor the fiscal impact is indeterminable at

this time.
It is assumed this section is effective July 1, 2021.
AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Administrative Services, New Hampshire Municipal Association and New

Hampshire Association of Counties -

PART II Establishing a COVID-19 micro enierprise relief fund.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X ] County [X]Local [ 1 None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $1,000,000 $0 $0
Revenue $0 . $0 30 $0
Expenditures $0 $1,080,000 $81,000 $85,000

X ] Gene ] Edueat | Highway - - {.X }Other: |

-Federal COVID:: . et T :

COUNTY:

Revenue $0 Indeterminable $0 $0
Expenditures $0 Indeterminable - b ] $0

LOCAL:

Revenue $0 Indeterminable $0 $0
Expenditures $0 Indeterminable $0 ‘ $0
METHODOLOGY: _

This section establishes the COVID-19 Micro Enterprise‘ Relief Fund, a dedicated fund within
the State Treasury, to be administered by the Department of Business and Economic Affairs
(DBEA). To the extent permissible under federal law, $1,000,000 of any federal funds received
. by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the
fund, provideq that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $1,000,000 in any fiscal year.



Funds are to be dishbursed at the discretion of the Commissioner of DBEA to the 10 New
Hampshire regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro
enterprises. With each award, an agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place
between the regional development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development
center, and the micro enterprise to support the implementation of the funds. Regional economic
development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to $10,000 to support one or more
areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities, upgrading business practices,
or maintaining storefront presence. An eligible "micro enterprise" shall mean an entity with 5 or
fewer employees, inciuding any proprietor, that has been in business for a minimum of one year
and that has a demonstrated financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency,
[

such as temporary closure, reduction in workforce, or loss' of revenue of 50 percent or greater

when compared to the same time period during the previous year.

It is unclear if county and local government would be eligible to directly receive these grants
since it specifies the grants are for regional economic development corporations. RSA 162-A:2,
XII provides a definition for local development organization which includes regional development
corporation. This definition also states "The term "local development organization" shall include
a town, city or county if such town, city or county has published written procedures for
participating in economic development activities through the loaning of funds or the

enhancement of credit”.

Treasury reports there is no fiscal impact on the revenues or expenditures of the Treasury as the
fund is appropriated to and administered by the DBEA. There is no fiscal impact anticipated at

the county or local levels.

The Department of Business and Economic Affairs (DBEA) identified 10 regional economic
development corporations that would be eligible to receive funds‘ to be distributed to micro
enterprises. The Department does not know how much funding would become available or
permissible under federal law. To accommodate the distribution of requested funding and
associated federal reporting that may be required, the Department anticipates hiring one new
administrative position, and assumes General Funds will be needed to pay for the additional
position. The estimated salary and benefit cost of this position (Program Specialist III, Labor
Grade 23) is $80,000 in FY22, $81,000 in FY23 and $85,000 in FY24. This section does not

authorize any new positions or provide appropriations to fund positions.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Treasury Department and Department of Business and Economic Affairs



PART III Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care
facilities and making an appropriation therefor.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ] County [ 1Tocal [ ] None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $250,000 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $250,000 Indeterminable

METHODOLOGY:

" This section requires the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Human Services to
issue a request for proposals, subject to approval by the Governor and Executive Council, for an
independent audit of the COVID-19 situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New
Hampshire. The RFP will also include a needs assessment and COVID-19 preparedness plan
relating to safety, public health upgrades, standards; and rules for nursing homes, nursing
facilities, residential care facilities, long-term care facilities, and the New Hampshire Veterans'
Home. The recommendations will be submitted to the Governor and specified legislative
committees no later than August 1, 2021. The grantee shall include a separate audit and needs
assessment specifically for the New Hampshire Veterans’ Home in the final report.

The section app-ropriates $250,000 for FY 2022 to DHHS from federal COVID-19 relief funds for
the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee. If such funds are not available, General Funds shall be
used for this purpose.

DHHS does not currently have $250,000 in COVID-19 relief funds allocated or allowed for the
purposes of conducting the independent audit and assessments as required. Therefore, it is
expected that the funds used for the purposes of conducting the independent audit and

assessment would come from General Funds.

DHHS would not need to hire additional staff to issue the request for proposals and draft the
resulting contract. Other tasks, for example rule making or the imposition of additional
licensure requirements, would depend on the information and recommendations contained in the

assessment, and the costs associated with those tasks are indeterminable at this time.

It is assumed this section will be effective July 1, 2021.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:



Department of Health and Human Services .

PART IV Relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the council on the arts,

No fiscal impact.
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SENATE BILL 132-FN

AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.
SPONSORS: Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5

COMMITTEE:  Health and Human Services (D7 7/ A-O

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill adopts legislation relative to:
I. Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

ITI. Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care facilities and
making an appropriation therefor.

1. The support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the council on
the arts.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [inbrackets-and struckthrough:]
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One
AN ACT adopting ommnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.
Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Sponsorship. This act consists of the following proposed legislation:

Part I: LSR 21-939, establishing a COV1I)-19 micro enterprise relief fund, sponsored by Sen.
Prentiss, Prime/Dist 5; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; and Sen. Sherman, Dist. 24.

Part IT: LSR 21-0946, requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term
care facilities and making an appropriation therefor, sponsored by Sen. Rosenwald, Prime/Dist 13;
Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5;
Sen. Sherman, Dist 24; Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Sen. Soucy, Dist 18; Rep. McMahon, Rock 7;
Rep. Rogers, Merr 28; and Rep. Nordgren, Graf 12; Rep. Klee, Hills 30.

Part III: LSR 21-1058, relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the council on the arts, sponsored by Sen. Whitley, Prime/Dist 15; Sen. Perkins Kwoka,
Dist 21; Rep. McWilliams, Merr 27; Rep. Espitia, Hills 31; Rep. Fenton, Ches 8; and Rep. Wilhelm,
Hills 42.

2 Legislation Enacted. The general court hereby enacts the following legislation:

PARTI
Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.
1 Findings.

I. On March 13, 2020, the governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due
to COVID-19. As of January 1, 2021, this order has been extended 14 times.

II. Between March 26, 2020 and Junel6, 2020, a “Stay at Home” order had been in-place
under the authority of the governor as measure to prevent the spread of COVDI-19. This order
included the closing of schools, prohibited gatherings of 10 or more people, and limited business
operations that were not considered essential.

ITI. Between March and August of 2020, 449 New Hampshire business closed temporarily or
permanently, with 280 remaining closed.

IV. New Hampshire began “reopening” on May 11, 2020 with restrictions, some of which
remain in place today and continue to impact the micro enterprise sector, those businesses with
between 1 and 5 employees inciuding the proprietor. According to the Small Business
Administration, Office of Advecacy, there are 25,478 business with between 1-19 employees and

101,795 non-employer businesses.
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V. It is incumbent upon the state government to take prompt, proactive, and continuing
action to protect the economic health of New Hampshire communities through building out the
infrastructure and sustainability of micro enterprises.

9 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend RSA 12-O by inserting
after section 52 the fo]l;)wing new subdivision:
COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund
12-0:53 COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund.

1. There is established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to be known as the COVID-
19 micro enterprise relief fund. Notwithstanding RSA 4:45, RSA 4:47, RSA 21-P:43, or any other law
to the contrary, to the extent permissible under federal law $3,000,000 of any federal funds received
by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the fund,
provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $3,000,000 in any fiscal year.

I1. Funds shall be disbursed at the discreiion of the commissioner to the 10 New Hampshire
regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro enterprises.
Each regional development corporation shall receive up to $300,000. Each regional development
economic counecil shall be authorized to assess an administrative fee up to 10 percent of the funds
received through the state to manage this grant program. Any regional economic development
corporation that does not award all of the funds received in grants to local micro enterprises shall
return the funds to micro enterprise relief fund at the department of business and economic affairs
for redistribution at the discretion of the commissioner.

III. With each award, an agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place between
the regional development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development center, and
the micro enterprise to support the implementation of the funds. 18 months after the
implementation of the program, the regional economic development councils will prepare and submit
reports to the commissioner, that include the number of grants and the amounts, and the use of each
grant by the recipient. The commissioner shall compile these reports and submit a compiled report
to the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate president, the house clerk, the senate
clerk, the state library, and the governor.

IV. Regional economic development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to
$25,000 to support one or more areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities,
upgrading business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. The regional economic
development corporations shall ensure micro enterprises awarded grants pursuant to this
subdivision are provided such assistance as may be necessary to support implementation of any
grants awarded.

V. For purposes of this subdivision, "micro enterprise” shall mean an entity with 10 or fewer
employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business prior to March 13, 2020, when the
governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due to COVID-19 and that has a
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demonstrated a financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as temporary
closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared to the
same time period during the previous year. Financial statements demonstrating losses, closures, or
reduction in workforce shall be supplied as part of the application process.

3 New Subparagraph; Application of Receipts; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend
RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:

(365) Moneys deposited into the COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund established

in RSA 12-0:53.

4 Effective Date. Part I of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

PARTII
Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care facilities and making
an appropriation therefor.

1 Short Title. This act shall be known as the Protect New Hampshire Veterans and Seniors Act
of 2021.

2 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit. Amend RSA 151-E
by inserting after section 21 the following new subdivision:

COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit

151-E:22 COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit. The commissioner of the
department of health and human services shall issue a request for proposals for a qualified grantee,
with the approval of governor and council, to undertake an independent audit of the COVID-19
situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New Hampshire and provide a needs assessment
to provide recommendations for further COVID-19 related funding, safety, and public health
upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nursing facilities, residential care facilities, long
term care facilities, and the New Hampshire veterans' home, and providing a preparedness plan for
COVID-19 at such facilities, to be submitted to the governor, the chairpersons of the house and
senate finance committees, the chairpersons of the senate health and human services committee and
the house health, human services and elderly affairs committee, and the health and human services
oversight committee established in RSA 126-A:13, no later than November 1, 2021. All information
received or created by the department related to the inspection or survey results of licensed health
care facilities may be shared with the grantee, except that protected health information or
personally identifiable information shall not be shared with the grantee for any reason All
information which is received by the grantee for the purposes of this section, and which otherwise
constitutes confidential information pursuant to state law, shall remain confidential, and shall
receive the protections afforded to such confidential information under existing state law.

3 Appropriation. The sum of $250,000 is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2022 to the commissioner of the department of health and human services from federal COVID-19
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relief funds for the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee as required in RSA 151-E:22. If such federal
funds are unavailable, the governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the purpose of section 2 of this act.

4 Effective Date. Part II of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

PART 11
Relative to the support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the couneil
on the arts.

1 Title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Save Our Granite Stages Act.

2 Purpose Statement. Independent live venues are important entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as employers and
tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses such as restaurants,
hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's independent live venues is difficult to
calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the state. Unfortunately, these
businesses were among the first to close as COVID-19 spread across the country, will likely be the
last to reopen, and will take years to recover if they ean stay in business at all. Smaller venues with
a capacity of 300 or less are being impacted the most by the COVID-19 economic and public health
crisis. This act provides targeted assistance and long-term planning support and recognizes the
importance of independent live venues to New Hampshire's economy.

3 Council on the Arts; Declaration of Policy. Amend RSA 19-A:1 to read as follows:

19-A:1 Declaration of Policy. It is hereby found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to

. view, enjoy or participate in living theatrical performances, musical concerts, operas, dance and

ballet recitals, art exhibits, examples of fine architecture, and the performing and fine arts
generally. It is hereby further found that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and enjoyment
of the arts are of increasing importance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be
promoted by giving further recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and heritage and as
a valued means of expanding the scope of our educational programs. It is hereby further found
that arts organizations and businesses are important entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as
employers and tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses
such as restaurants, hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's creative
sector is difficult to calculete and serves as an important drow for young people to the
state. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with
institutions and professional organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts
in the life of our communities will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the
welfare and educational experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities

undertaken by the state in carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and
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assisting rather than in any ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the
well-being of the arts.

4 Council on the Arts; Report. Amend RSA 19-A:7 to read as follows:

19-A:7 Reports. The council shall make biennial reports to the governor and council. The
council’'s strategic plan and biennial report under this section shell address the activities
related to the Save Our Granite Stages Fund created under RSA 19-A:15.

5 New Subdivision; Council on the Arts; Save OQur Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 19-A by
inserting after section 14 the following new subdivision: '

Save Our Granite Stages Fund

19-A:15 Save Our Granite Stages Fund. There is hereby established the save our granite stages
fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022 to the New Hampshire state council on the
arts for the purpose of providing grants to both non-profit and for-profit live venues that did not
receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Operators (SV0) program, which was established
by Economic Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits and Venues Act (P.L. 116-260). The fund
shall be nonlapsing and kept separate and distinct from all other funds. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, $1,000,000 of any discretionary federal funds received by the state in response to
the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the fund. In addition to state
appropriations, the council may accept grants, gifts, and donations for deposit in the fund.

6 New Subparagraph; Dedicated Funds; Save our Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b)
by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:

(365) Moneys deposited in the save our granite stages fund under RSA 19-A:16.

7 Repeal. RSA 19-A:15 and RSA 6:12, I(b)(365), as inserted by sections 5 and 6 of Part Il of this
act, respectively, are repealed.

8 Effective Date.

I. Section 7 of Part III of this act shall take effect June 30, 2023,
II. The remainder of Part ITI of this act shall take effect upon its passage.
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SB 132-FN- FISCAL NOTE
AS INTRODUCED
AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.
PART 1 Relative to employer payment of required COVID-19 testing.
FISCAL IMPACT: |[X] State { X] County [ X] Local [ ]None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue 30 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 | Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable

Funding Source: [ X1 General [ ] Education [ ] Highway [ ] Other

COUNTY:
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures 30 $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000

LOCAIL:

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
METHODOLOGY:

This section requires employers to pay for employees' COVID-19 testing when such testing is

required for work; or is not otherwise medically necessary except to determine if the employee is

positive for COVID-19; or is not covered by the employee's health insurance plan.

The New Hampshire Association of Counties states that counties currently test their employees

twice a week. The counties currently spend $250,000 for one weekly test with the state paying
for the second weekly test. If the counties test for one year, the eost would be $13,000,000 (52 x

$250,000).

The New Hampshire Municipal Association there is no information available as to how many

municipalities currently require employees to obtain COVID-19 tests.

To the extent that a

municipality does require a test and is not currently paying for it and it is not covered by

insurance, this may increase municipal expenditures by an indeterminable amount. There is no

impact on municipal revenues.




The Department of Administrative Services does not have information as to the classification of

employee types who would be required to test for COVID-19 as a condition of employment. Pre-

employment costs such as physicals have not included COVID-19 testing costs in budget

requests for FY 22.FY23. The number of employees that may need to be tested is unknown and

such costs for pre-employment testing may not be covered by existing appropriations and may

require additional funding in the next biennium. Therefor the fiscal impact is indeterminable at

this time.

It is assumed this section is effective July 1, 2021.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

1
i

Department of Administrative Services, New Hampshire Municipal Association and New

Hampshire Association of Counties

PART I1 Establishing a COVID-19 miero enterprise relief fund.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X ] County [ X ] Local [ 1 None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 ‘ FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $1,000,000 $0 $0
Revenue $0 %0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $1,080,000 $81,000 $85,000

. . [ X ] General [ ] Eduecation [ ]Highway [ X ] Other-

Funding Source: | p. i) COVID-19 Funds

COUNTY:

Revenue 30| Indeterminable $0 $0
Expenditures $0 Indeterminable $0 $0

LOCAL:

Revenue $0 Indeterminable $0 $0
Expenditures $0 Indeterminable $0 $0
METHODOLOGY:

This section establishes the COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund, a dedicated fund within
the State Treasury, to be administered by the Department of Business and Economic Affairs
(DBEA). To the extent permissible under federal law, $1,000,000 of any federal funds received

by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the
fund, provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $1,000,000 in any fiseal year.




Funds are to be disbursed at the discretion of the Commissioner of DBEA to the 10 New
Hampshire regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro
enterprises. With each award, an agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place
between the regional development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development
center, and the micro enterprise to support the implementation of the funds. Regional economic
development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to $10,000 to support one or more
areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities, upgrading business practices,
or maintaining storefront presence. An eligible "micro enterprise" shall mean an entity with 5 or
fewer employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business for a minimum of one year
and that has a demonstrated financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency,
such as temporary closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater

when compared to the same time period during the previous year.

It is unclear if county and local government would be eligible to directly receive these grants
since it specifies the grants are for regional economic development corporations. RSA 162-A:2,
XII provides a definition for local development organization which includes regional development
corporation. This definition also states "The term "local development organization” shall include
a town, city or county if such townm, city or county has published written procedures for
participating in economic development activities through the loaning of funds or the

enhancement of credit”.

Treasury reports there is no fiscal impact on the revenues or expenditures of the Treasury as the
fund is appropriated to and administered by the DBEA. There is no fiscal impact anticipated at

the county or local levels.

The Department of Business and Economic Affairs (DBEA) identified 10 regional economic
‘development corporations that would be eligible to receive funds to be distributed to micro
enterprises. The Department does not know how much funding would become available or
permissible under federal law. To accommodate the distribution of requested funding and
associated federal reporting that may be required, the Department anticipates hiring one new
administrative position, and assumes General Funds will be needed to pay for the additional
position. The estimated salary and benefit cost of this position (Program Specialist III, Labor
Grade 23) is $80,000 in FY22, $81,000 in FY23 and $85,000 in FY24, This section does not

authorize any new positions or provide appropriations to fund positions.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Treasury Department and Department of Business and Economic Affairs



PARTIII Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long—tenn care
facilities and making an appropriation therefor.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ] County [ JLoecal [ ] None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation 30 $250,000 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $250,000 Indeterminable Indeterminable
Funding Source: [ X ] General [ 1 Education [ ]Highway [ ] Other-

METHODOLOGY:

This section requires the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Human Services to

issue a request for proposals, subject to approval by the Governor and Executive Council, for an

independent audit of the COVID-19 situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New

Hampshire. The RFP will also include a needs assessment and COVID-19 preparedness plan

relating to safety, public health upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nursing

facilities, residential care facilities, long-term care facilities, and the New Hampshire Veterans'

Home.

The recommendations will be submitted to the Governor and specified legislative

committees no later than August 1, 2021. The grantee shall include a separate audit and needs

assessment specifically for the New Hampshire Veterans’ Home in the final report.

The section appropriates $250,000 for FY 2022 to DHHS from federal COVID-19 relief funds for
the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee. If such funds are not available, General Funds shall be
used for this purpose.

DHHS does not currently have $250,000 in COVID-19 relief funds allocated or allowed for the

purposes of conducting the independent audit and assessments as required. Therefore, it is

expected that the funds used for the purposes of conducting the independent audit and

assessment would come from General Funds.

DHHS would not need to hire additional staff to issue the request for proposals and draft the

resulting contract.

Other tasks, for example rule making or the imposition of additional

licensure requirements, would depend on the information and recommendations contained in the

assessment, and the costs associated with those tasks are indeterminable at this time.

It is assumed this section will be effective July 1, 2021,

AGENCIES CONTACTED:




Department of Health and Human Services

PART IV Relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the council on the arts,

No fiscal impact.
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Amended 4/16/21

SB 132-FN FISCAL NOTE
'AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE (AMENDMENT #2021-1009s)

AN ACT adopting omnibus legiglation relative to COVID-19.

PART I Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ X ] County [ X] Local [ 1 None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 $1 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0
Expenditures $81,000 $85,000

“Highy

ther

COUNTY:
Revenue . $0 Indeterminable $0 $0
Expenditures $0 Indeterminable 20 $0
LOCAL:
Revenue $0 Indeterminable $0 %0
Expenditures $0 Indeterminsable $0 $0
METHODOLOGY:

This section establishes the COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund, a dedicated fund within
the State Treasury, to be administered by the Department of Business and Economic Affairs
(DBEA). To the extent permissible under federal law, up to %1 of any federal funds received by
the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the fund,
provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $1 in any fiscal year. Funds are to
be disbursed at the discretion of the Commissioner of DBEA to the 10 New Hampshire regional
economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro enterprises. Each
regional development corporation shall receive up to $1 and may assess an administrative fee of
up to 10% of funds received to manage the grant program. Funds not awarded shall be returned
to the fund for redistribution at the discretion of the commissioner. With each award, an

agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place between the regional development



corporation, the New Hampshire small business development center, and the micro enterprise to
support the implementation of the funds. - Regional economic development corporations shall
award one-time grants of up to $1 to support one or more areas of need, including development of
e-commerce capabilities, upgrading business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. An
eligible "micro enterprise" shall mean an entity with 10 or fewer employees, including any
proprietor, that has been in business prior to March 13, 2020 and that has a demonstrated
financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as temporary closure,
reduction in workforce, or 1oss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared to the same
time period during the previous year. Financial disclosure statements shall be supplied as part

of the application process

It is unclear if county and local government would be eligible to directly receive these grants
since it specifies the grants are for regional economic development corporations. RSA 162-A:2,
XII provides a definition for local development organization which includes regional development
corporation. This definition also states "The term "local development organization" shall include
a town, city or county if such town, city or county has published written procedures for
participating in economic development activities through the loaning of funds or the

enhancement of credit”.

Treasury reports there is no fiscal impact on the revenues or expenditures of the Treasury as the
fund is appropriated to and administered by the DBEA. There is no fiscal impact anticipated at

the county or local levels.

The Department of Business and Economic Affairs (DBEA) identified 10 regional economic
development corporations that would be eligible to receive funds to be distributed to micro
enterprises. The Department does not know how much funding would become available or
permissible. under federal law. To accommodate the distribution of requested funding and
associated federal reporting that may be required, the Department anticipates hiring one new
administrative position, and assumes General Funds will be needed to pay for the additional
position. The estimated salary and benefit cost of this position (Program Specialist III, Labor
Grade 23) is $80,000 in FY22, $81,000 in FY23 and $85,000 in FY24. This section does not

authorize any new positions or provide appropriations to fund positions.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Treasury Department and Department of Business and Economic Affairs



PART II Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care
facilities and' making an appropriation therefor.

FISCAL IMPACT: |[X] State [ 1 County [ ] Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation ‘ $0 $250,000 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $250,000 Indeterminable Indeterminable

B R s

METHODOLOGY:

This section requires the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Human Services to

issue a request for proposals, subject to approval by the Governor and Executive Council, for an
independent audit of the COVID-19 situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New
Hampshire. The RFP will also include a needs assessment and COVID-19 preparedness plan
relating to safety, public health upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nursing
facilities, residential care facilities, long-term care faciiities, and the New Hampshire Veterans'
Home. The recommendations will be submitted to the Governor and specified legislative

committees no later than November 1, 2021.

The section appropriates $250,000 for FY 2022 to DHHS from federal COVID-19 relief funds for
the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee. If such funds are not available, General Funds shall be

used for this purpose.

DHHS does not currently have $250,000 in COVID-19 relief funds allocated or allowed for the
purposes of conducting the independent audit and assessments as required. Therefore, it is
expected that the funds used for the purposes of conducting the independent audit and

assessment would come from General Funds.

DHHS would not need to hire additional staff to issue the request for proposals and draft the
resulting contract. Other tasks, for example rule making or the imposition of additional
licensure requirements, would depend on the information and recommendations contained in the

assessment, and the costs associated with those tasks are indeterminable at this time.

It is assumed this section will be effective July 1, 2021.



AGENCIES CONTACTED: ,
Department of Health and Human Services

PART III Relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the council on the arts,

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ] County [ ]Local [ ] None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation 30 31 30 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $1 30 . $0
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METHODOLOGY:

This section creates a dedicated nonlapsing Save Our Granite Stages Fund administered by the

New Hampshire State Council on the Arts to provide grants to non-profit and for-profit live

venues that did not receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Operators (8VO) program,

which was established by the Economic Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits nd Venues

Act (P.L. 116-260). Up to $1 of any discretionary federal funds received by the state in response
to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the fund. The fund is repealed

effective June 30, 2028.

manage this grant program.

It is assumed this section will be effective July 1, 2021.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Natural and Cultural Resources

The Council on the Arts states it will incur no additional costs to
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Sen. Whitley, Dist 15

Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21
February 5, 2021
2021-0236s

05/10

Amendment to 8B 132-FN

Amend PART IV of section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

PART IV N
Relative to the support and prometion of New Hampshire's live performa’ﬁ%e\vindustx"y@ he council
on the arts. /

1 Title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Sage’-E)ur Granj\!:e Stages Act.

2 Purpose Statement. Independent live venues are impoﬁ;ant e%tertai.nﬁi‘ent hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as. cr1t1ca1 tax bases as employers and
tourism destinations and as revenue generators foﬁe’:lgwixbormg busmesses such as restaurants,
hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hamps}nre s independent live venues is difficult to
calculate and serves as an important drawgfor youl \é"\pgmgplé to the state. Unfortunately, these
businesses were among the first to close;aS\COGfD 19%spread across the country, will likely be the
last to reopen, and will take years to réégver 1f ﬁh%y cdn stay in business at all. Smaller venues with
a capacity of 300 or less are belggdlmpac}ed the 1#;'_nost; by the COVID-19 economic and public health
crisis. This act provides targete, agsistance and long-term planning support and recognizes the
importance of 1ndependent hve venues to N‘é":v Hampshire's economy.

8 Council on the Arts; Declaratmn of Policy. Amend RSA 19-A:1 to read as follows:

19-A:l Declaratlomof Pohcyyt 1s hereby found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to
view, enjoy or(participate ir;’,;]ﬁring theatrical performances, musical concerts, operas, dance and
ballet recitals, *art exhibits, examples of fine architecture, and the performing and fine arts
generally ~Itis-hereby K
e

of;tlf(; arts are of increasing importance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be

ther found that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and enjoyment

promoted by giving further recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and heritage and as
) yalued }mans of expanding the scope of our educational programs. It is hereby further found
that:;g_r:'fis organizations and businesses are imporiant entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as
employers and tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses
such as restaurants, hotels, and retuil. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's creaiive
sector is difficult to calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the
state. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with

institutions and professional organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts
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in the life of our communities will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the
welfare and educational experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities
undertaken by the state in carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and
assisting rather than in any ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the
well-being of the arts. -

4 New Paragraph; Council on the Arts; Duties. Amend RSA 19-A:5 by inserting after paragraph
VIII the following new paragraph:

IX. To provide support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance i __ust , with
special attention to smaller venues with a capacity of 300 or less.
5 New Subdivision; Council on the Arts; Save Qur Granite Stages Fun Amen’;c};RSA 19-A by

A

inserting after section 14 the following new subdivision:

Save Our Granite Stages Fud '

19-A:15 Save Our Granite Stages Fund. There is herq})ffgastabhshed the’save our granite stages
fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022, to, the Ne;:hl‘g)mpshue state council on the
arts for the purpose of providing grants to both n?n-proﬁt'\'__d for-profit live venues that did not
receive a "Shuttered Venues Grant” from the fed%é;fg} "Savetour Stage" Act. The fund shall be
nonlapsing and kept separate and distinc?ﬁ';;\m a: rl\"&ﬁthe funds. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, $1,000,000 of any discreﬁonax;y’fé'@ funds received by the state in response to
the COVID-19 public health emergggr\shali\@e deposited mmto the fund. In addition to state

6 New Subparagraph Dedmated Funds»Save our Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b)
by inserting after subparagraph (%64) the‘}followmg new subparagraph:

(365) Moneys denhosited in the save our granite stages fund under RSA 19-A:16.

7 Repeal. RSA\IQ AT 15, and\ﬁSA 6:12, I(b){(365), as mserted by sections 5 and 6 of Part IV of this
act, respectwe{ are repm

8§ Effective Date.
éf;m“oﬂPart IV of this act shall take effect June 30, 2023.
II. The remainder of Part IV of this act shall take effect July 1, 2021.
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Sen. Whitley, Dist 15
February 9, 2021
2021-0302s

08/05 '

Amendment to SB 132

Amend PART IV of section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

PART IV
Relative to the support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the council
on the arts.

1 Title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Save Our Granite Stages Act.

2 Purpose Statement. Independent live venues are important entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as employers and
tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses such as restaurants,
hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's independent live venues is difficult to
calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the state. Unfortunately, these
businesses were among the first to close as COVID-19 spread across the country, will likely be the
last to reopen, and will take years to recover if they can stay in business at all. Smaller venues with
a capacity of 300 or less are being impacted the most by the COVID-19 economic and public health
crisis. This act provides targeted assistance and long-term planning support and recognizes the
importance of independent live venues to New Hampshire's economy.

3 Council on the Arts; Declaration of Policy. Amend RSA 19-A:1 to read as follows:

19-A:1 Declaration of Policy. It is hereby found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to
view, enjoy or participate in living theatrical performances, musical concerts, operas, dance and
ballet recitals, art exhibits, examples of fine architecture, and the performing and fine arts
generally. It is hereby further found that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and enjoyment
of the arts are of increasing importance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be
promoted by giving further recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and heritage and as
a valued means of expanding the scope of our educational programs. It is hereby further found
that arts organizations and businesses are imporiant entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as
employers and tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses
such as restaurants, hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's creative
sector is difficult to calculate and serves as an important draw for young pecple to the
state. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with
institutions and professional organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts

in the life of our communities will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the
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welfare and educational experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities
undertaken by the state in carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and
assisting rather than in any ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the
well-being of the arts.
4 New Subdivision; Council on the Arts; Save Our Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 19-A
by inserting after section 14 the following new subdivision:
' Save Our Granite Stages Fund
19-A:15 Save Qur Granite Stages Fund. There is hereby established the save our granite stages
fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022 to the New Hampshire state council on the

‘arts for the purpose of providing grants to both non-profit and for-profit live venues that did not

receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Operators (SVO) program, which was established
by Economic Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits and Venues Act (P.L. 116-260). The fund
shall be nonlapsing and kept separate and distinet from all other funds. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, $1,000,000 of any discretionary federal funds received by the state in response to
the COVID-19 public health emergenc.y shall be deposited into the fund. In addition to state
appropriations, the council may accept grants, gifts, and donations for deposit in the fund.
5 New Subparagraph; Dedicated Funds; Save our Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b)
by.inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:
(365) Moneys deposited in the save our granite stages fund under RSA 19-A:16.
6 Repeal. RSA 19-A:15 and RSA 6:12, I(b)(365), as inserted by sections 4 and 5 of Part IV of this
act, respectively, are repealed.
7 Effective Date.
1. Secticn 6 of Part IV of this act shall take effect June 30, 2023.
II. The remainder of Part IV of this act shall take effect July 1, 2021,
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Sen. Rosenwald, Dist 13
February 12, 2021
2021-0352s

08/11

Amendment to SB 132-FN

Amend part IIT of the hill by replacing section 2 with the following:

2 New Subdivision; COVID-12 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Au(li{;ﬁeﬁ
by inserting after section 21 the following new subdivision: ~
COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Carggﬁud%i

151-E:22 COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Aild;t ; e@cagx} 1ssioner of the

department of health and human services shall issue a request f%‘ roposals»fo %/ qualified grantee,

with the approval of governor and council, to undertake‘éanmmdependent (audlt of the COVID-19
situation in long-term care and nursing homes in Ne ampshn'e-eand provide a needs assessment
to provide recommendatmns for further COVID- 19 rx";ﬁexé”&fundmg, safety, and public health

upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nuj: ing facilities, residential care facilities, long-

term care facilities, and the New Hampsh%ﬂ‘é‘tjfans "‘hom and providing a preparedness plan for
COVID-19 at such facilities, to be subﬁﬁﬁtg

el

teﬁ’fhe*governor the chairpersons of the house and

Ngm- m

senate finance committees, the champersﬁgs of’ “ﬁ"i senate health and human services committee and

\xﬂ

oversight committee establi hed&}%n RS?& _________ 6 A:13, no later than November 1, 2021. All information
received or created by théde&artment reiated to the inspection or survey results of licensed health
care facilities may, be shared\ ith the grantee, except that protected health information or
personally 1dent1ﬁaﬁleuu;%f mat_lon shall not be shared with the grantee for any reason All
information &,/I’lich is I;ecg:'e‘d;fy the grantee for the purposes of this section, and which otherwise
constitutef confi‘iientiawi;i.ﬁformation pursuant to state law, shall remain confidential, and shall
recel %Mﬁﬁs afforded to such confidential information under existing state law. Neither
the gover% governor’s office, nor the commissioner shall direct this independent audit and
needs aSsessment but each shall respond to any requests for information from the grantee. The
gra@hall include in the final report all such requests for information. The grantee shall also
incllide”in the final report a separate audit and needs assessment specifically for the New

Hampshire veterans’ home.
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Sen. Prentiss, Dist
February 16, 2021
2021-0372s

08/11

Amendment to SB 132-FN

Amend RSA 12-0:58 as inserted by section 2 of the Part II of the bill by replacing it with the

following:

I. There is established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to'be kr‘gﬁﬁy as the COVID-
19 micro enterprise relief fund. Notwithstanding RSA 4:45, RSA 4:47__rRm-P'43,%§Vﬁ/} other law
to the contrary, to the extent permissible under federal law $3,000'00“(\)\0f‘a){;%fe(;'§ra1 funds received
by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergencé"sha]l be.deposited into the fund,
provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund excee&4'$-3~000 000 in any fiscal year,

IT. Funds shall be disbursed at the diseretionofithe. commlssmr}er to the 10 New Hampshire
regional economic development corporations to bef: warded {q local or regional micro enterprises.
Each regional development corporation will necenge up to $300,000 Each regional development
economic council will be authorized to a‘s,ses:;h admlmstratwe fee up to 10 percent of the funds
received through the state to manage th%}gra‘iﬁ:;{géram. Any regional economic development
corporation that does not award all of the funds‘received in grants to local micro enterprises will

return the funds to micro enterpns ‘reliéf fund 4t the department of business and economic affairs

for redistribution at the dJscre'tidn of the.commissioner.

III. With each awaxd-,sa.n agreerent for technical assistance shall be put in place between
the regional development corpor\hon, the New Hampshire small business development center, and
the micro enterpriseito sup\\c:rt the implementation of the funds. At the end of 6 months and one
year from tHe\impleméntation of the program, the regional economic development councils will
prepare,,anrﬂ_l_dﬁ_g_uhlllgt rgp()rts to the commissioner, the senate and the governmor, including the
follg ing information:

R (8)~The number of grants and the amount per award.

\'\ (b)* The areas of needfimpacts addressed identified under paragraph IV.

‘ IV) Regional economic development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to
$25,000 to support one or more areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities,
upgrading business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. The regional economic
development corporations shall ensure micro enterprises awarded grants pursuant to this
subdivision are provided such assistance as may be necessary to support implementation of any
grants awarded.

V. For purposes of this subdivision, "micro enterprise" shall mean an entity with 10 or fewer

employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business prior to March 13, 2020, when the



8 -1 oW e W N =

Amendment to SB 132-FN
-Page 2 -

governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due to COVID-19 and that has
demonstrated a financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as temporary
closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared to the
same time period during the previous yéar. Financial statements demonstrating losses, closures, or

reduction in workforce shall be supplied as part of the application process.

Amend Part II of the bill by replacing section 4 with the following:

4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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Sen. Bradley, Dist 3
February 16, 2021
2021-0373s

08711

Amendment to 5B 132-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Sponsorship. This act consists of the following proposed leglslatmn

Prentiss, Prime/Dist 5; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; and Sen. Sherman, Dn;:%
Part II: LSR 21-0946, requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of“nur ng,h%mes and long-term
care facilities and making an appropriation therefor, sponsored{l:i‘)%Sen ogg% ald, Prime/Dist 13;
Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; Sen. D‘é’llfé;gggf o5 Dist 20";;?Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5;
Sen. Sherman, Dist 24; Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Sen. Soué%?ﬂ'ist 18; Rep. McMahon, Rock 7;
Rep. Rogers, Merr 28; and Rep. Nordgren, Graf 12; Rep. Klee; Hllls 30.
Part III: LSR 21-1058, relative to support and px}i"omotlon of New Hampshire's live performance

1ndustry to the council on the arts, sponsone’ﬂ l.)“yggSen W[Iutley, Prime/Dist 15; Sen. Perkins Kwoka,
=N

‘- ) " 59 &
I O@g’f\larch 13¢2020; the governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due
to COVID 19 Asof Ja.r;ua‘ry 1, 2021, this order has been extended 14 times.

uﬁﬁg . the aut;%%;lty of the governor as measure to prevent the spread of COVDI-19. This order

24 /{i{:cluded\the closing of schools, prohibited gatherings of 10 or more people, and limited business

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

vperations'that were not considered essential.

11I. Between March and August of 2020, 449 New Hampshire business closed temporarily or
permanently, with 280 remaining closed.

IV. New Hampshire began “reopening” on May 11, 2020 with restrictions, some of which
remain in place today and continue to impact the micro enterprise sector, those businesses with
between 1 and 5 employees including the proprietor. According to the Small Business
Administration, Office of Advocacy, there are 25,478 business with between 1-19 employees and

101,795 non-employer businesses.
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V. It is incumbent upon the state government to take prompt, proactive, and continuing
action to protect the economic health of New Hampshire communities through building out the
infrastructure and sustainability of micro enterprises.

2 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Midro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend RSA 12-O by inserting

COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund

12-0:53 COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. -

I. There is established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to be known \é."“'k't_ e COVID-

19 micro enterprise relief fund. Notw1thstand1ng RSA 4:45, RSA 4:47, ;fﬁi% P*43 or any}other law

1
2
3
4
5  after section 52 the following new subdivision:
6
7
8
9

10  to the contrary, to the extent permissible under federal law $3,000,00050f any federal fuifés received
11 by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, shalbb &epomte‘ﬂ into the fund,
12  provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $3, 008;000 in‘any, fi cal year.

13 II. Funds shall be disbursed at the discretion of the’é%mmlszloner tofthe 10 New Hampshire
14  regional economic development corporations to be awarded to 'lbcal or regional miero enterprises.

15  Each regional development corporation shall recelge up %\%300 000. Each regional development

16  economic council shall be authorized to assess an xlmstratflve fee up to 10 percent of the funds
17  received through the state to manage thlﬁyﬁ::;%t progr Any regional economic development

18  corporation that does not award all of tHe- n ‘f'“é%elved in grants to local micro enterprises shall

fund at the department of business and economic affairs

19  return the funds to miero enterpnse’"félxq a
20 for redistribution at the discretioft of thggclommms%ner

21 III. With each awarﬂmrhagreement for technical assistance shall be put in place between
22  the regional development corpor tlon, the ‘New Hampshire small business development center, and
23  the micro enterprise to su;g;‘t the implementation of the funds. 18 months after the
24  implementation of tﬁ‘é*ptggjggm, t;l"ie regional economic development councils will prepare and submit
25  reports to tl@%pmmi:%%o'f{;.iﬁat include the number of grants and the amounts, and the use of each
26  grant by the recipient. The commissioner shall compile these reports and submit a compiled report
27  to the E\p:“é;éfkéi‘“g?ﬁha house of representatives, the senate president, the house clerk, the senate
28  clérkythe state?gbrary, and the governor.

29 4 IV, " Régional economic development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to
30 $\25,000 to support one or more areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilifies,
31 upgﬁdmg business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. The regional economic
32 development corporations shall ensure micro enterprises awarded grants pursuant to this
33  subdivision are provided such assistance as may be necessary to support implementation of any
34  grants awarded.

35 V. For purposes of this subdivision, "micro enterprise" shall mean an entity with 10 or fewer
36  employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business prior to March 13, 2020, when the
37  governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due to COVID-19 and that has a
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demonstrated a financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as temporary
closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared to the
same time period during the previous year. Financial statements demonstrating losses, closures, or
reduetion in workforce shall be supplied as part of the application process.

3 New Subparagraph; Application of Receipts; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend
RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:

(365) Moneys deposited into the COVID-19 micro enterprise relief.fund established

in RSA 12-0:53. s

PART IT
Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and ‘Iong—term care famhtles and making

an appropriation there;f(’)rH \g\

of 2021,

with the approval of gove or*ai?ﬁd counc%yto undertake an independent audit of the COVID-19
situation in long-term caé‘é»and ursing Homes in New Hampshire and provide a needs assessment
rther COVID-19 related funding, safety, and public health

upgrades, standards’ and‘rules for'nursing homes, nursing facilities, residential care facilities, long

to provide recommendatxons for:xx .

term care fac111t1es, anmew Hampshire veterans' home, and providing a preparedness plan for

COVID-19 at sucl‘;%facﬂ_ltles, to be submitted to the governor, the chairpersons of the house and
senatex%%ﬁ?\f\ii‘é‘e;cbimﬁittees, the chairpersons of the senate health and human services committee and

th& house health, human services and elderly affairs committee, and the health and human services

xoversiglvm ommittee established in RSA 128-A:13, no later than November 1, 2021, All information

;}c%oi' created by the department related to the inspection or survey results of licensed health
carefatilities may be shared with the grantee, except that protected health information or
personally identifiable information shall not be shared with the grantee for any reason All
information which is received by the grantee for the purposes of this section, and which otherwise
constitutes confidential information pursuant to state law, shall remain confidential, and shall
receive the protections afforded to such confidential information under existing state law.

3 Appropriation. The sum of $250,000 is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2022 to the commissioner of the department of health and human services from federal COVID-19
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relief funds for the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee as required in RSA 151-E:22. If such federal
funds are unavailable, the governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the purpose of section 2 of this act.

4 Effective Date. Part II of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

PART IIT

Relative to the support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the council

on the arts.

1 Title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Save Our Gr. n ife 50

2 Purpose Statement. Independent live venues are important entegwlzgrleni hub%»and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as cnﬁéai"tafc Baség(gfj employers and
tourism destinations and as revenue generators for ne1ghb0r1fi£m ”‘]gusmess%s_bsimh as restaurants,
hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshlreﬁﬂndependent live venues is difficult to
calculate and serves as an important draw for young_pepple Tt %’ state. Unfortunately, these
businesses were among the first to close as COVID~19 ;;?é ..... dracross the country, will likely be the
last to reopen, and will take years to recover if they can stay m})usmess at all. Smaller venues with
a capacity of 300 or less are being 1mpactedﬁthé“<mos?:‘€ v.the*COVID-19 economic and public health
crisis, This act provides targeted ass1§faﬁg§%anﬂﬂong -term planning support and recognizes the
importance of independent live venue{; g\gew mﬁ‘émpshue 8 economy.

3 Council on the Arts; Declaratlo \%’:Pohcy Amend RSA 19-A:1 to read as follows:

19-A:1 Declaration of Polf“’jr 21t 1‘;%‘ hergby found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to
view, enjoy or part1c1pate“un\l§$1ng theatrlcal performances, musical concerts, operas, dance and
ballet recitals, art_exhibits, exs,swples of fine architecture, and the performing and fine arts
generally. It is herebyﬁﬂlrthg%rgod/ d that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and enjoyment
of the arts are; {of 1ncrea31mportance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be
promoted by glvmg further recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and heritage and as
a valuede@xpanmng the scope of our educational programs. It is hereby further found

thatv\arts organizations and businesses are important entertainment hubs and economic

29 "'ﬁ multzphers fo’;j New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

er{iployg i and tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses
such-as restaurants, hotels, and retail, The cultural impact of New Hampshire's creative
sector is difficult to calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the
state. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with
institutions and professional organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts
in the life of' our communities will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the
welfare and educational experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities

undertaken by the state in carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and
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assisting rather than in any ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the
well-being of the arts.

4 New Subdivision; Council on the Arts; Save Our Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 18-A by
inserting after section 14 the following new subdivision;

Save Our Granite Stages Fund

19-A:15 Save Our Granite Stages Fund. There is hereby established the save our granite stages
fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022 to the New Hampshire state council on the
arts for the purpose of providing grants to both non-profit and for-profit live venues thatdid not
receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Operators (SVO) program, whch was estabhshed
by Economic Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits and Venues@ L. 116 260) The fund
shall be nonlapsing and kept separate and distinct from all other funds. Notw;tﬁéta ding any other
provision of law, $1,000,000 of any discretionary federal funds rec 1ved b 'r;state in response to
the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be depos%gad»-mto the fun\y In addition to state
appropriations, the council may accept grants, gifts, and,donations*for deposit in the fund.

5 New Subparagraph; Dedicated Funds; Save our Graﬁi'te Stages Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b)
by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following ne xsubparagraph

(365) Moneys deposited in thﬁ% our gramte stages fund under RSA 19-A:186.

6 Repeal. RSA 19-A:15 and RSA 6:12, I(b)({EE) as ylserted by sections 4 and 5 of Part ITI of this
act, respectively, are repealed.

7 Effective Date. , y

1. Section 6 of Part III{E‘)?E};is V;icﬂf“sllall take effect June 30, 2023.
II. The remaindefof’P IT of t‘l}i's act shall take effect July 1, 2021.
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2021-0373s
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill adopts legislation relative to:
1. Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

II. Requiring 2 COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care facilities and
making an appropriation therefor,

1. The support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance indus tr?mﬁ%«‘"he council on
the arts. :
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Sen. Whitley, Dist 15
February 16, 2021
2021-0374s

08/11

Amendment to SB 132-FN
Amend PART IV of section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

PART IV
Relative to the support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performapcgji:ihuﬁgry by t:he council
on the arts. "

1 Title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Save Oﬁﬁr\‘ ra_x?i\t‘e.SEges Act.

2 Purpose Statement. Independent live venues are import ??tertai\r}‘me_n{?!guhs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local econcmies. They segg.v’gggs cri“éical tax¢bases as employers and
tourism destinations and as revenue generators for __neighboriﬁé*l?g_fa_'inesses such as restaurants,
hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire s, independent live venues is difficult to
calculate and serves as an important draw forl young peopléjto the state. Unfortunately, these
businesses were among the first to close asf(%ﬁﬁD-il'%ieaﬁ&across the country, will likely be the
last to reopen, and will take years to recovér;\i&thé?’fc@ﬁstay in business at all. Smaller venues with
a capacity of 300 or less are being m’ﬁgt\ d the most by the COVID-19 economie and public health
erisis. This act provides targeté'{é/z%susistance and long-term planning support and recognizes the
importance of independent ﬁ%ﬁ&mes to"New Hampshire's economy.

3 Council on the Arts;’“De 1 a%:ion ofdPolicy. Amend RSA 19-A:1 to read as follows:

19-A:1 Declaration of Polf%ilt ig hereby found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to
view, enjoy or partiﬁ‘ipatjgﬂr_; li\{i 'bg theatrical performances, musical concerts, operas, dance and
ballet recitg,lé“: art e }ﬁg;a;éxamples of fine architecture, and the performing and fine arts
generally. It is Hereby further found that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and enjoyment
of the afi}é“ﬁ‘fe'of*incrfeagng importance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be
promoted by giving further recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and heritage and as
a valued¢means of expanding the scope'of our educational programs. It is hereby further found
tfz‘q,w;organizations and businesses are important entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as
employers and tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses
such as restaurants, hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire’s creative
sector is difficult to calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the
state. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with
institutions and professional organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts

in the life of our communities will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the
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welfare and educational experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities
undertaken by the state in carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and
assisting rather than in any ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the
well-being of the arts.

4 Council on the Arts; Report. Amend RSA 19-A:7 to read as follows:

19-A:7 Reports. The council shall make biennial reports to the governor and council. The
council's strategic plan and biennial report under this section shall address the activities
related to the Save Our Granite Stages Fund created under RSA 19-A:15 5 h

5 New Subdivision; Council on the Arts; Save Our Granite Stages Fund. Amend R ‘A 19-A by

inserting after section 14 the following new subdivision:

Save Our Granite Stages Fund , ¢ O

19-A:15 Save Our Granite Stages Fund. There is herebgség%ished the t; ayé our granite stages
fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022 to the.New Hampshire state council on the
arts for the purpose of providing grants to both non-profit-and for- prog live venues that did not

receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Opera’;)w“}s\(SVO) program, which was established
by Economic Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonproﬁts and Venues Act (P.L. 116-260). The fund
shall be nonlapsing and kept separate andm‘, stﬁl(é fréﬁ-dlﬁt er funds. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, $1,000,000 of any dlscr’ei; ,qg}ﬁ"‘fe _ g‘l

the COVID-19 public health emergency shal’l:" @wdeposmed into the fund. In addition to state

funds received by the state in response to

appropriations, the council may aﬁep? mgﬁgants gui't:s and donations for deposit in the fund.
6 New Subparagraph; Dedleagedﬁ\hds«,Save our Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b)
by inserting after subpar»agraph 864) thegrfollowmg new subparagraph:
(365) Money:‘Q deposited in the save our granite stages fund under RSA 19-A:16.
7 Repeal. RSAHQ-A 15.and BSA 6:12, I(b)(365), as inserted by sections 5 and 6 of Part IV of this

act, respectwely, are rep’ggled
8 Effectlve%ﬁate

i DﬁPart IV of this act shall take effect June 30, 2023.

II. The r¢ mainder of Part IV of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

ectmn-iL
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February 18, 2021
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Amendment to 8B 132-FN

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Sponsorship. This act consists of the following proposed legislation: :
Part I: LSR 21-939, establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise reliefsfundgponsored by Sen.
Prentiss, Prime/Dist 5; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; and Sen, Sherman, Dist,(24. o

Part I: LSR 21-0946, requiring a COVID-19 needs assessmg;{ of nursmg>homes and long-term

Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; Sen. D'AllesandroXDist 20; Sen Prentiss, Dist 5;
Sen. Shermgn, Dist 24; Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21‘=Ségb§msg 18; Rep. McMahon, Rock 7;
Rep. Rogers, Merr 28; and Rep. Nordgren, Graf 12; Rep. KleexHills 30.

Part III: LSR 21-1058, relative to support __gg;\d promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
Sen. Whitley, Prime/Dist 15; Sen. Perkins Kwoka,
. il_lg}Sl; Rep. Fenton, Ches 8; and Rep. Wilhelm,

care facilities and making an appropriation therefor, spons%ed l&m Rr\:n}enwald Prime/Dist 13;

industry to the council on the arts, sponsored b
Dist 21; Rep. McWilliams, Merr 27; RePQ Eéinj;?ig,
Hills 42. \ ] '

2 Legislation Enacted. The general_{ourt hefeby enacts the following legislation:

' PARTI
Establis}i;:ngga COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

1 Findings.
L Or{fMarch

to COVIDME Ja_n Tary 1, 2021, this order has been extended 14 times.
(\ IIN"B—é“{;WéénWMarch 26, 2020 and Junel®, 2020, a “Stay at Home” order had been in-place

'3" 2020, the governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due

under\.% authonty of the governor as measure to prevent the spread of COVDI-19. This order
included “the éjlosmg of schools, prohibited gatherings of 10 or more people, and limited business
dpgrations that were not considered essential.

III. Between March and August of 2020, 449 New Hampshire business closed temporarily or
permanently, with 280 remaining closed.

IV. New Hampshire began “reopening” on May 11, 2020 with restrictions, some of which
remain in place today and continue to impact the micro enterprise sector, those businesses with
between 1 and 5 employees including the proprietor. According to the Small Business
Administration, Office of Advacacy, there are 25,478 business with between 1-19 employees and

101,795 non-employer businesses.
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1 V. It iz incumbent upon the state government to take prompt, proactive, and continuing

2  action to protect the economic health of New Hampshire communities through building out the

3  infrastructure and sustainability of micro enterprises.

4 9 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend RSA 12-0 by inserting

5 after section 52 the following new subdivision:

6 COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund

7 12-0:53 COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. T

8 I. There is established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to be known al "'Fthe COVID-

9 19 micro enterpnse relief fund. Notwithstanding RSA 4:45, RSA 4:47, RSA.s\l P 4i g an:i;jother law
10  to the contrary, to the extent permissible under federal law $3,000 O&Osof any federall fuffds received
11 by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency ﬁhaﬂ&bgaep}" teﬁ‘?’mto the fund,
12  provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed §$3, 004 000 in any fidcal year.
13 II. Funds shall be disbursed at the discretion of thpe;(fexpﬁis_ ner to’“the 10 New Hampshire
14  regional economic development corporations to be awa:@e‘am to Iocal?e or regional micro enterprises.
15  Each regional development corporation shall receiV{e up to"%@% 00,000. Each regional development
16  economic council shall be authorized to assess an ekccim1mstratg,ve fee up to 10 percent of the funds
17  received through the state to manage th1 gr ﬁ p;bgramj Any regional economic development
18  corporation that does not award all of tﬁe%ngéé;fa?wd in grants to local micro enterprises shall
19  return the funds to micro enterprig reﬂ?\f fundiat the department of business and economic affairs
20  for redistribution at the discretioi N:f«the c%mmmsﬁoner
21 II1. Wlth each award A agreemf%t for technical assistance shall be put in place between
22  the regional development corporaﬁon the New Hampshire small business development center, and
23 the micro enterprise to supgort the implementation of the funds. 18 months after the
24  implementation of the“pﬁbgram the regional economic development councils will prepare and submit
25  reports to the ommlssmffe;\ that include the number of grants and the amounts, and the use of each
26  grant by the rec1p \gl‘he commissioner shall compile these reports and submit a compiled report
27  to the st sp‘eﬁl&ei' of-the. house of representatives, the senate president, the house clerk, the senate
28 clé%ic,gthe state library, and the governor.
29 /f N, Régional economic development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to

BOJ\\$25 % t6 support one or more areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities,

31
32
33
34
35
36
37

upgrading business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. The regional economic
development corporations shall ensure micro enterprises awarded grants pursuant to this
subdivision are provided such assistance as may be necessary to support implementation of any
grants awarded.

V. For purposes of this subdivision, "micro enterprise” shall mean an entity with 10 or fewer
employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business prior to March 18, 2020, when the
governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due to COVID-19 and that has a
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demonstrated a financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as temporary
closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared to the
same time period during the previous year. Financial statements demonstrating losses, closures, or
reduction in workforce shall be supplied as part of the application process.

3 New Subparagraph; Application of Receipts; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend
RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:

in RSA 12-0:53. _
4 Effective Date. Part I of this act shall take effect upon its passage. .

PART 11 & TN

Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and f/ng-term *ca\g?{acﬂltles and making
an appropriation therefg' g

1 Short Title. This act shall be known as the Protsqt&g}sw H“ﬁipéhire Veterans and Seniors Act

of 2021. 4 _’S

2 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Nursing Homfile andk Lciiyrm Care Audit. Amend RSA 151-E

by inserting after section 21 the following ne“’fgs: ivisioninz=

7
COVID-19 Nmsm?‘l—l‘omé%ﬁ”deong Term Care Audit
151-E:22 COVID-19 Nursing Home §and;““ﬁo Mg,—Term Care Audit. The commissioner of the
department of health and humanéserv:lcqg! shall is&ue a request for proposals for a qualified grantee,

md courmll,,,to undertake an independent audit of the COVID-19

with the approval of gover

and nursing hﬁfmes in New Hampshire and provide a needs assessment

to provide recommendations fg“r further COVID-19 related funding, safety, and public health

situation in long-term cafe:

upgrades, standardsSant es fqy}'" nursing homes, nursing facilities, residential care facilities, long

term care fagilities, andﬁ%?ﬁéw Hampshire veterans' home, and providing a preparedness plan for
COVID-19 at such fac%}}les, to be submitted to the governor, the chairpersons of the house and
senaté%i“nance-com‘?ﬁlttees, the chairpersons of the senate health and human services committee and
the house hea.l@, human services and elderly affairs committee, and the health and human services
oversighf\comrﬁittee established in RSA 126-A:13, no later than November 1, 2021. All information
fqp_eived or created by the department related to the inspection or survey results of licensed health
cahe“"facilities may be shared with the grantee, except that protected health information or
personally identifiable information shall not be shared with the grantee for any reason All
information which is received by the grantee for the purposes of this section, and which otherwise
constitutes confidential information pursuant to state law, shall remain confidential, and shall
receive the protections afforded to such confidential information under existing state law.

3 Appropriation. The sum of $250,000 is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2022 to the commissioner of the department of health and human services from federal COVID-19
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relief funds for the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee as required in RSA 151-E:22. If such federal
funds are unavailable, the governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the purpose of section 2 of this act.

4 Effective Date. Part II of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

PART 111

Relative to the support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance 1ndustry oy the council

on the arts.

-

1 Title.. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Save Our Gramt \gtages Act;g
‘W\(

2 Purpose Statement. Independent live venues are important enter ai fﬁent hubs»a‘ﬁ’d economic

multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as cgﬁmal‘ta;&ﬁasgéjg employers and

T, £
tourism destinations and as revenue generators for nelghbormg«rbusmesses {ich as restaurants,

calculate and serves as an important draw for young,_people to‘«t‘h‘ehstate. Unfortunately, these

businesses were among the first to close as COVID %19 spre%i;:across the country, will likely be the

last to reopen, and will take years to recover if they can stay whusmess at all. Smaller venues with

ym_thefCOVID 19 economic and public health

a capacity of 300 or less are being 1mpact;edr’th:::\‘ ost
oy ‘Ka 1< }onga-term planning support and recognizes the
importance of independent live venueés to\%\Tew H@Kxgps}ure s economy.

Policy. Amend RSA 19-A:1 to read as follows:

A
19-A:1 Declaration of Pohcy“\ t is hergqg' found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to

crisis. This act provides targeted ass1s{L"rlce

3 Council on the Arts; Declaratio ,of

ballet recitals, art exh1b1ts e;l%ples of fine architecture, and the performlng and fine arts
generally, Itis heré] y*fm_:t;p‘gz fouind that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and enjoyment
of the arts avlgne_'%f 1ncream£?tn‘portance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be
promoted by givfihg furthet recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and heritage and as
a Elueﬁtf‘“? Eﬁ%§iﬁf$xpmding the scope of our educational programs. It is hereby further found

thatearts organizations and businesses are important entertainment hubs and economic

N . - N » . . .
emp&g_gs and tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses

such*ds restaurants, hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's creative
sector is difficult to calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the
state. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with
institutions and professional organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts
in the life of our communities will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the
welfare and educational experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities

undertaken by the state in carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and
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assisting rather than in any ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the

- well-being of the arts.

4 Council on the Arts; Report. Amend RSA 19-A:7 to read as follows:

19-A:7 Reports. The council shall make biennial reports to the governor and eouncil. The
council’s strategic plan and biennial report under this section shall address the activities
related to the Save Our Granite Stages Fund created under RSA 19-A:15.

5 New Subdivision; Council on the Arts; Save Our Granite Stages Fund. Amenq ;RSA 19-A by

inserting after section 14 the following new subdivision:

Save Our Granite Stages Fund \{*
19-A:15 Save Qur Granite Stages Fund. There is hereby establishe@save our'granite stages

fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022 to the New ‘Hamp 'ixi‘re %‘;‘at council on the
arts for the purpose of providing grants to both non-profit and for-profit live yenues that did not
receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Operato@gslfzSVO) program’ which was established
by Economic Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonpfoﬁ_i;g?and Vénu%Act (P.L. 116-260). The fund
shall be nonlapsing and kept separate and distinct from all other funds. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, $1,000,000 of any discret;ionapy fe%ggel fundgjreceived by the state in response to
the COVID-19 public health emergency ihﬁg de““f);&s"ited into the fund. In addition to state
appropriations, the council may accept grani?' giftst @donations for deposit in the fund.
6 New Subparagraph; Dedlcat(?d{—\ Sflsis ve Qur Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b)
by inserting after subparagraph 6364)\therf0110w1ng new subparagraph:
(365) Mone s%sﬂ‘;ﬁin the save our granite stages fund under RSA 19-A:18,
7 Repeal. RSA 19-A:15 an\IRSA 6: lﬁl’ 1(b)(365), as inserted by sections 5 and 6 of Part III of this
act, respectively, are hrepealed \ ;:f}’
8 Effective Datef =~
L. Sgct’iun 7 ofiBart III of this act shall take effect June 30, 2023.
II. The remainc}:?,n*of Part ITT of this act shall take effect upon its passage.
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February 19, 2021
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Amendment to SB 132-FN

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Sponsorship. This act consists of the following proposed legislation:

Part I: LSR 21-939, establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund, sponsored by Sen.
Prentiss, Prime/Dist 5; Sen. Whitley, IYist 15; and Sen. Sherman, Dist. 24.

Part IT: LSR 21-0946, requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term
care facilities and making an appropriation therefor, sponsored by Sen. Rosenwald, Prime/Dist 13;
Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5;
Sen. Sherman, Dist 24: Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Sen. Soucy, Dist 18; Rep. McMahon, Rock 7;
Rep. Rogers, Merr 28; and Rep. Nordgren, Graf 12; Rep. Klee, Hills 30.

Part III: LSR 21-1058, relative to support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance
industry to the council on the arts, sponsored by Sen. Whitley, Prime/Dist 15; Sen. Perkins Kwoka, '
Dist 21; Rep. McWilliams, Merr 27; Rep. Espitia, Hills 31; Rep. Fenton, Ches 8; and Rep. Wilhelm,
Hills 42.

2 Legislation Enacted. The general court hereby enacts the following legislation:

PARTI
Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.
1 Findings.

I. On March 13, 2020, the governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due
to COVID-19. As of January 1, 2021, this order has been extended 14 times.

II. Between March 26, 2020 and Junel6, 2020, a “Stay at Home” order had been in-place
under the authority of the governor as measure to prevent the spread of COVDI-19. This order
included the closing of schools, prohibited gatherings of 10 or more people, and limited business
operations that were not considered essential.

I1. Between March and August of 2020, 449 New Hampshire business closed temporarily or
permanently, with 280 remaining closed.

IV. - New Hampshire began “reopening” on May 11, 2020 with restrictions, some of which
remain in place today and continue to impact the micro enterprise sector, those businesses with
between 1 and 5 employees including the proprietor. According to the Small Business
Administration, Office of Advocacy, there are 25,478 business with between 1-19 employees and

101,795 non-employer businesses.
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V. It is incumbent upon the state government to take prompt, proactive, and continuing
action to protect the economic health of New Hampshire communities through building ocut the
infrastructure and sustainability of micro enterprises.

2 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend RSA 12-O by inserting
after section 52 the following new subdivision:
COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund
12-0:53 COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund.

I. There is established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to be known as the COVID-
19 micro enterprise relief fund. Notwithstanding RSA 4:45, RSA 4:47, RSA 21-P:43, or any other law
to the contrary, to the extent permissible under federal law $3,000,000 of any federal funds received
by the state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the fund,
provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $3,000,000 in any fiscal year.

II. Funds shall be disbursed at the discretion of the commissioner to the 10 New Hampshire
regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro enterprises.
Each regional development corporation shall receive up to $300,000. Each regional development
economic council shall be authorized to assess an administrative fee up to 10 percent of the funds
received through the state to manage this grant program. Any regional economic development
corporation that does not award all of the funds received in grants to local micro enterprises shall
return the funds to micro enterprise relief fund at the department of business and economic affairs
for redistribution at the discretion of the commissioner.

III. With each award, an agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place between
the regional development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development center, and
the micro enterprise to support the implementation of the funds. 18 months after the
implementation of the program, the regional economic development councils will prepare and submit
reports to the commissioner, that include the number of grants and the amounts, and the use of each
grant by the recipient. The commissioner shall compile these reports and submit a compiled report
to the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate president, the house clerk, the senate
clerk, the state library, and the governor.

IV. Regional economic development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to
$25,000 to support one or more areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities,
upgrading business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. The regional economic
development corporations shall ensure micro enterprises awarded grants pursuant to this
subdivision are provided such assistance as may be necessary to support implementation of any
grants awarded.

V. For purposes of this subdivision, "micro enterprise” shall mean an entity with 10 or fewer
employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business prior to March 13, 2020, when the

governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due to COVID-19 and that has a
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demonstrated a financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as temporary
closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared to the
same time period during the previous year. Financial statements demonstrating losses, closures, or
reduction in workforce shall be supplied as part of the application process.

3 New Subparagraph; Application of Receipts; COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund. Amend
RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:

(365) Moneys deposited into the COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund established

in RSA 12-0:53.

4 Effective Date. Part I of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

PARTII
Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care facilities and making
) ~ an appropriation therefor.

1 Short Title. This act shall be known as the Protect New Hampshire Veterans and Seniors Act
of 2021.

2 New Subdivision; COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit. Amend RSA 151-E
by inserting after section 21 the following new subdivision:

COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit

151-E:22 COVID-19 Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Audit. The commissioner of the
department of health and human services shall issue a request for proposals for a qualified grantee,
with the approval of governor and council, to undertake an independent audit of the COVID-19
situation in long-term care and nursing homes in New Hampshire and provide a needs assessment
to provide recommendations for further COVID-19 related funding, safety, and public health
upgrades, standards and rules for nursing homes, nursing facilities, residential care facilities, long
term care fa;cilities, and the New Hampshire veterans' home, and providing a preparedness plan for
COVID-19 at such facilities, to be submitted to the governor, the chairpersons of the house and
senate finance committees, the chairpersons of the senate health and human services committee and
the house health, human services and elderly affairs committee, and the health and human services
oversight committee established in RSA 126-A:13, no later than November 1, 2021. All information
received or created by the department related to the inspection or survey results of licensed health
care facilities may be shared with the grantee, except that protected health information or
personally identifiable information shall not be shared with the grantee for any reason All
information which is received by the grantee for the purposes of this section, and which otherwise

constitutes ‘confidential information pursuant to state law, shall remain confidential, and shall

" receive the protections afforded to such confidential information under existing state law.

3 Appropriation. The sum of $250,000 is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2022 to the commissioner of the department of health and human services from federal COVID-19
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relief funds for the purpose of hiring a qualified grantee as required in RSA 151-E:22. If such federal
funds are unavailable, the governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the purpose of section 2 of this act.

4 Effective Date. Part II of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

PART IIT
Relative to the support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the council
on the arts.

1 Title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Save Our Granite Stages Act.

2 Purpose Statement. Independent live venues are important entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as employers and
tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses such as restaurants,
hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's independent live venues is difficult to
calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the state. Unfortunately, these
businesses were among the first to close as COVID-19 spread across the country, will likely be the
last to reopen, and will take years to recover if they can stay in business at all. Smaller venues with
a capacity of 300 or less are being impacted the most by the COVID-19 economic and public health
crisis. This act provides targeted assistance and long-term planning support and recognizes the
importance of independent live venues to New Hampshire's economy.

3 Council on the Arts; Declaration of Policy. Amend RSA 19-A:1 to read as follows:

19-A:1 Declaration of Policy. It is hereby found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to
view, enjoy or participate in living theatrical performances, musical concerts, operas, dance and
ballet recitals, art exhibits, examples of fine architecture, and the performing and fine arts
generally. It is hereby further found that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and enjoyment
of the arts are of increasing importance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be
promoted by giving further recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and heritage and as
a valued means of expanding the scope of our educational programs. It is hereby further found
that arts organizations and businesses are important entertainment hubs and economic
multipliers for New Hampshire's local economies. They serve as critical tax bases as
employers and tourism destinations and as revenue generators for neighboring businesses
such as restaurants, hotels, and retail. The cultural impact of New Hampshire's creative
sector is difficult to calculate and serves as an important draw for young people to the
state. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with
institutions and professional organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts
in the life of our communities will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the
welfare and educational experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities

undertaken by the state in carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and
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assisting rather than in any ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the
well-being of the arts.

4 Council on the Arts; Report. Amend RSA 19-A:7 to read as follows:

19-A:7 Reports. The council shall make biennial reports to the governor and council. The
council's strategic plan and biennidl report under this section shall address the activities
related to the Save Our Granite Stages Fund created under RSA 159-A:15.

5 New Subdivision; Council on the Arts; Save Our Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 19-A by
inserting after section 14 the following new subdivision:

Save Our Granite Stages Fund

19-A:15 Save Our Granite Stages Fﬁnd. There is hereby established the save our granite stages
fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022 to the New Hampshire state council on the
arts for the purpose of providing grants to both non-profit and for-profit live venues that did not
receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Operators (SVO) program, which was established
by Economic Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits and Venues Act (P.L. 116-260). The fund
shall be nonlapsing and kept separate and distinct from all other funds. Notwithstanding ahy other
provision of law, $1,000,000 of any discretionary federal funds received by the state in response to
the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the fund. In addition to state
appropriations, the council may accept grants, gifts, and donations for deposit in the fund.

6 New Subparagraph; Dedicated Funds; Save our Granite Stages Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b)
by inserting after subparagraph (364) the following new subparagraph:

(365) Moneys deposited in the save our granite stages fund under RSA 19-A:16.

7 Repeal. RSA 19-A:15 and RSA 6:12, I(b)(365), as inserted by sections 5 and 6 of Part [II of this
act, respectively, are repealed.

8 Effective Date.

1. Section 7 of Part IIT of this act shall take effect June 30, 2023.
I1. The remainder of Part I1I of this act shall take effect upon its passage.
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2021-0452s
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill adopts legislation relative to:
I. Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

III. Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care facilities and
making an appropriation therefor.

I1l. The support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the council on
the arts.
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Sen. Hennessey, Dist 1
March 23, 2021
2021-0961s

08/11

Amendment to SB 132-FN
Amend RSA 12-0:53 as inserted by section 2 of Part I of the bill by replacing it with the following:

12-0:53 COVID-19 Miero Enterprise Relief Fund. ) : 5

L There is established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to beﬂ kdown as the COVID-
19 micro enterprise relief fund. Notwithstanding RSA 4:45, RSA 4:47, RSA gl-P 143, of any other law
to the contrary, to the extent permissible under federal law $1 of any federal funds rece1ved by the
state In response to the COVID-19 pubhc health emergency shall be" dep051ted into the fund,
provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $1 in any fiscal § year

II. Funds shall be dishursed at the discretion of the commlssmner to the 10 New Hampshire
regional economic development corporations to be awarded to\ local or regional micro enterprises.
Each regional development corporation shall recelve up to $1. Each regional development economic

council shall be authorized to assess an admlmstratlve Tee: up to 10 percent of the funds received

through the state to manage this grant'program" Any)reglonal economic development corporation

R

that does not award all of the funds recelved m\grants to local micro enterprises shall return the
funds to micro enterprise relief fund _at the department of busmess and economic affairs for
redistribution at the dlscretlon of the coinmlssmner

IIT. With each award, an agreement for techniecal assistance shall be put in place between
the regional development corporatlon the New Hampshire small business development center, and
the micro enterpnse to support the implementation of the funds. 18 months after the
1mp1ementatlon of the‘program the regional economic development councils will prepare and submit

B *
reports to the commlssmner that include the number of grants and the amounts, and the use of each

— Y
-—

grant by the recipient. The commissioner shall compile these reports and submit a compiled report

to the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate president, the house clerk, the senate

'__' clerk the state hbrary and the governor

N IV Regional economic development corporations shall award one-time grants of up to $1 to
support one or more areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities, upgrading
business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. The regional economic development
corporations shall ensure micro enterprises awarded grants pursuant to this subdivision are
provided such assistance as may be necessary to support implementation of any grants awarded.

V. For purposes of this subdivision, "micro enterprise” shall mean an entity with 10 or fewer
employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business prior to March 18, 2020, when the

governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due to COVID-19 and that has ;
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demonstrated a financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as temporary
closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared to the
same time period during the previous vear. Financial statements demonstrating losses, closures, or

reduction in workforce shall be supplied as part of the application process.

Amend RSA 19-A:15 asinserted by section 5 of Part III of the bill by replacing it with the following:

i
.
=

19-A:15 Save Our Granite Stages Fund. There is hereby established the save our gramte stages
fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022 to the New Hampshu'e state coun‘cﬂ on the
arts for the purpose of providing grants to both non-profit and for- proﬁt Ilve venues«that did not
receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Operators (SVO) program**whlch was established
by Econormc Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits and Venues Act (P Lz 116 260). The fund
shall be nonlapsing and kept separate and distinct from allf’other funds Notmthstandmg any other
provision of law, $1 of any discretionary federal funds rece1ved~by the state in response to the
COVID-19 public health emergency shall be dep{)’SIted mto the fund In addition to state

appropriations, the couneil may accept grants, g]fts and donatlons for deposit in the fund. .
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Senate Finance
March 24, 2021
2021-1009s
08/11

Amendment to SB 132-FN
Amend RSA 12-0:53 as inserted by section 2 of Part I of the bill by replacing it with the following:

12-0:53 COVID-19 Micro Enterprise Relief Fund.

I. There is established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to be known as the COVID-
19 micro enterprise relief fund. Notwithstanding RSA 4:45, RSA 4:47, RSA 21-P:43, or any other law
to the contrary, to the extent pefmissible under federal law $1 of any federal funds received by the
state in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency shall be deposited into the fund,
provided that at no time shall the balance of the fund exceed $1 in any fiscal year.

II. Funds shall be disbursed at the discretion of the commissioner to the 10 New Hampshire
regional economic development corporations to be awarded to local or regional micro enterprises.
Each regional development corporation shall receive up to $1. Each regional development economic
council shall be autherized to assess an administrative fee up to 10 percent of the funds received
through the state to manage this grant program. Any regional economic development corporation.
that does not award all of the funds received in grants to local micro enterprises shall return the
funds to micro enterprise relief fund at the department of business and economic affairs for
redistribution at the diseretion of the commissioner.

ITI. With each award, an agreement for technical assistance shall be put in place between
the regional development corporation, the New Hampshire small business development center, and
the micro entemﬁse to support the implementation of the funds. 18 months after the
implementation of the program, the regional economic development councils will prepare and submit
reports to the commissioner, that include the number of grants and the amounts, and the use of each
grant by the recipient. The commissioner shall compile these reports and submit a compiled report
to the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate president, the house clerk, the senate
clerk, the state library, and the governor.

IV. Regional economic developmenf corporations shall award one-time grants of up to $1 to
support one or more areas of need, including development of e-commerce capabilities, upgrading
business practices, or maintaining storefront presence. The regional economic development
corporations shall ensure micro enterprises awarded grants pursuant to this subdivision are
provided such assistance as may be necessary to support implementation of any grants awarded.

V. For purposes of this subdivision, "miero enterprise” shall mean an entity with 10 or fewer
employees, including any proprietor, that has been in business prior to March 13, 2020, when the
governor signed the first declaration of a state of emergency due to COVID-19 and that has
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demonstrated a financial impact during the COVID-19 public health emergency, such as temporary
closure, reduction in workforce, or loss of revenue of 50 percent or greater when compared to the
same time period during the previous year. Financial statements demonstrating losses, closures, or

reduction in workforce shall be supplied as part of the application process.
Amend RSA 19-A:15 as inserted by section 5 of Part ITT of the bill by replacing it with the following:

19-A:15 Save Our Granite Stages Fund. There is hereby established the save our granite stages
fund, which shall be appropriated for fiscal year 2022 to the New Hampshire state council on the
arts for the purpose of providing grants to both non-profit and for-profit live venues that did not
receive a grant from the federal Shuttered Venue Operators (SVO) program, which was established
by Economic Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits and Venues Act (P.L. 116-260). The fund
shall be nonlapsing and kept separate and distinet from all other funds. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, $1 of any discretionary federal funds received by the state in response to the
COVID-19 puble health emergency shall be deposited into the fund. In addition to state
appropriations, the council may accepf grants, gifts, and donations for deposit in the fund.
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Senate Health and Human Services Committee
Kirsten Koch 271-3266

SB 132-FN, adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.
Hearing Date:  February 10, 2021
Time Opened: 10:06 a.m. Tifne Closed: 11:19 p.m.
Members of the Committee Present: Senators Bradley, Gray, Avard, Sherman and Whitley
Members of the Committee Absent : None
Bill Analysis: This bill adopts legislation relative to:
1. Employer payment of required COVID-19 testing.
II. Establishing a COVID-19 micro enterprise relief fund.

I11. Requiring a COVID-19 needs assessment of nursing homes and long-term care
facilities and making an appropriation therefor.

IV. The support and promotion of New Hampshire's live performance industry by the
council on the arts.

Sponsors:
Sen. Prentiss

Who supports the bill: Senator Prentiss, District 5; Senator Whitley, District 15; Senator
Perkins Kwoka, District 21; Rep. Frost, Straff 16; Rep. Wilhelm, Hills 42; Lucas Meyer; Justin
Slattery; Anne Duncan Cooley, Grafton RDC; Elizabeth Gray, NH SBDC; Palana Belken; Kevin
Sheehan; Tyler Labrie; John Connolly; Chelsea McLeod; Elizabeth Wester; Ellen Desmond,
Shana Potvin; Russ Grazier; Ariel Oxaal; Matthew Appleton; Alexis Sebilian; Tailer Ransom;
Daniel Gray, Coastal Economic Development Corp.; Jillian Flusk; Matthew Gerding; Joan
Gorshgarian; Scott Hayward; Nicole Gugliucci; Max Gehring; Crystal Paradis; Derek Edry;
Brandon Latham: Rachel Gourvitz; Kelsey Douville; Lisa Martin; Paul Martin; Inbal Rejwan-
Day; Ann Courto; Scott Kiefner; Kate Burbidge; Laura Aronson; Molly Biron; Helina Jospehson;
Ben Bradbury-Koster; Elizabeth Lewis; Molly Lunn Owen; Liza Draper; Richard Denmark; Alan
Raff; Ruth Larson; Anne Grossi; Nicole Fordey; Doug Marino, 603 Forward; Elissa Margolin, NH
Center for Nonprofits (Part IV only).

Who opposes the bill: Cindy Kudlik; Hon. John O'Day; David Ross, Hillsborugh County
Nursing Home; Kathryn Kindopp, Cheshire County; Alexandra Menella; Deanne Sanville.

Who is neutral on the bill: Ginnie Lupi, NH State Council on the Arts; Sabrina Dunlap,
Anthem; Tyler Brannen, NH Insurance Department.
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Summary of testimony presented in support:

Senator Prentiss, District 5

Senator Prentiss testified on Parts I and II of the bill.

Senator Prentiss said, Part I requires employer payment for COVID-19 testing. This is a

well bill. If you are required to have a COVID-19 test to return to work and your insurance

does not cover it because it is not medically necessary, then your employer would have to

reimburse you.

Part II establishes a COVID-19 micro-enterprise relief fund. Micro-enterprises are, as

Housing and Urban development defines, as five employees or less. These smaller

businesses have been impacted and their ability to stay open is more of a challenge. This

would direct federal funds for the COVID-19 emergency that could be set aside to a fund of

up to one million dollars.

Senator Prentiss mentioned she had an amendment. She did not offer the amendment

during this hearing.

Senator Bradley said, on line 24, page 2, this would not be a general fund expenditure, the

one million dollars, or up to one million dollars, would only be if federal funds are received.
o Senator Prentiss said, that is correct.

Senator Whitley, District 15

Senator Whitley spoke on Part IV: Save Our Granite Stages Act.
Independent live entertainment draws for neighboring business and draws young people
to the state.
Senator Whitley said, live performance venues were the businesses among the first to
close and will likely be the last to reopen. It will take years for them to recover if they ever
reopen at all.
This bill targets Venues of 300 or less. This bill updates the policy and establishes fund for
live venues that did not receive a grant already, while also allows for receipt of other
funds.
Senator Bradley asked, where is the FN appropriation?

o Senator Whitley mentioned her proposed amendment, Amendment 0302s, which

she said directs the fund.

Senator Bradley said, this looks like the same language. Does this create a new fund?

o Senator Whitley said, yes, the Save Our Granite Stages Fund.
Senator Whitley clarified that although she is speaking on just Part IV of SB 132-FN, she
strongly supports all parts of this bill. _
Senator Whitley requested that the hearing report take note of all the supporters signed-
in for this bill.

o Note: Listed on page one of this hearing report, there are over fifty names of

supporters for SB 132-FN.

Senator Rosenwald, District 13

Senator Rosenwald spoke on Part III: Protect NH Veterans and Seniors Act of 2021.
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e Senator Rosenwald said, COVID-19 has affected nursing homes and veterans’ homes in a
cruel way. 790/1100 COVID-19 deaths in NH have been in nursing and veterans’ homes.

" In a typical season, the Tilton VA home loses about 10% of their veterans. They lost 35% of
their veterans this year. A Nashua, NH nursing home might be closing. Many nursing
homes are closing.

e Senator Rosenwald said, we need to quickly hire an outside consultant to determine how
to make this more effective. This is something we often do with state programs. We should
also fast-track this bill by August 1, 2021.

o Senator Bradley said, the $250,000 would only come from federal COVID-19 related
funds?

o Senator Rosenwald said, I do allow for the governor to draw from otherwise non-
appropriated funds if there are no federal funds.

o Senator Bradley asked for clarification about fast-tracking the bill.

e Senator Rosenwald said, our agreement is to fast-track the bill. If the House will not be as
fast, maybe back it up a month or two.

Anne Duncan Cooley, Grafton RDC—provided written testimony

e Ms. Duncan Cooley testified on Part II of the bill.

e Ms. Duncan Cooley said, immediately after the shutdown in March, GRDC, came up with
a website program to help small business to get online or update antiquated web sites. We
used flexible money for the Littleton food coop. $2,000 loans for the small businesses to
help them get online.

e Ms. Duncan Cooley shared a few anecdotes about small businesses they have helped along
with SBDC.

e Small grants, which are loans, are very hard to find for these businesses. Having another
source of small grants available to help small business would be very valuable in Grafton
county. We already have an established network of organizations that know how to get
this done.

Elizabeth Gray, NH Small Business Development Center (SBDC)

o Ms. Gray testified on Part II of the bill.
¢ Small businesses are those with less than 500 employees.
e Ms. Gray provided statistics about small businesses in the State of NH: -
There are 136,000 small businesses in the state.
25,000 of these small businesses have 1-19 employees.
4,000 have 20-99 employees.
Small business makes up for 99% of all New Hampshire businesses and employs
50% of our workforce.
e Ms. Gray shared anecdotal testimony regarding the work of NH SBDC.
e Senator Whitley, can you provide NH examples of micro-enterprises?
o Ms. Gray, micro-enterprises can be accountants, professional services, individuals
working on websites, and solo entrepreneurs.
e Senator Whitley inquired about how NH SBDC works with these micro-enterprises.
o Ms. Gray said, these businesses start small, but with one of our advisors, they can
get prepared to grow and be more successful.

o 0O 0 ©
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Senator Avard referred to a small business he knows in Nashua and asked, would that fit

. into that category?

o Ms. Gray said, yes.
Senator Avard asked, does this help nonprofits?
Senator Gray said, I would have Senator Prentiss respond.
Senator Bradley asked, if we are funding this with federal funds, then should we go larger
than one million dollars, and larger than $10,000, and up to $25,000. Does that make
sense?

o Ms. Gray said, I think that would be an outstanding opportunity to provide more

support. I also understand the competing interests for federal funds.

Senator Rebecca Perkins Kwoka, District 21

Senator Perkins Kwoka testified on Part IV of the bill.
Senator Perkins Kwoka said, last year the state of New Hampshire generated $58 million
from the Sea 'Coast. The art scene retains young people and tourism in the area.

Representative Matt Wilhelm, Hillsborough 45

Rep. Wilhelm testified on Part IV of the bill.
Rep. Wilhelm said he was here to speak on behalf of the live venues in his district. This
includes Downtown Manchester, the historic mill yard, the SNHU Arena, and the
Northeast Delta Dental Stadium. Before the pandemic, in 2019, the small to mid-size
venues in Manchester performed over 350 musicals and productions.
Rep. Wilhelm shared an anecdote about his line of work in the live performance industry.
Rep. Wilhelm said, there is increased economic activity when there is a show in town and
we no longer have that benefit right now.
Rep. Wilhelm shared an anecdote of about The Rex.
Senator Whitley asked, have you heard from any younger constituents about the
importance of live performance arts?
o Rep. Wilhelm said, we have heard from business leaders in the mill yard regarding
how they attract and retain their workers. They want to improve amenities, arts,
and theater in the community, to retain and attract young workers.

Doug Marino, Advocacy Director, 603 Forward—provided written testimony

There are about 3,800 arts related businesses in New Hampshire, bringing in $150 million
the previous year.
Mr. Marino said the arts in the Granite State need the support from Part IV,

Lucas Meyer, Manchester, NH

Mr. Meyer testified on Part IV of the bill.

Mzr. Meyer stated that he is the chair of 603 Forward.

Mr. Meyer shared an anecdote about live music.

Mr. Meyer said this matter is important to those in the industry and young people. It will
be 8-4 years until these businesses in the live arts industry are able to recover. A number
of young people that grew up in the state said in a survey that their top concern 1s
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loneliness. Live music can resolve this. Musicians and venues need to know NH has their
back.

e Senator Whitley asked, are you aware of the workforce shortages we have? Will this bill do
anything to bring in young folks and address the workforce shortage?

o Mr. Meyer said, having options for live music and looking at our surrounding cities
of Burlington, VT; Portland, ME, and Boston, MA, these cities have the largest acts
around. We need new young people in NH. This is our government’s chance to
provide opportunity for young people.

Tristian Law, Musician, Portsmouth, NH
e Mr. Law testified on Part IV of the bill and he said any additional aid will be appreciated.
Palana Belken, Rochester, NH

e Palana Belken testified on Part IV of the bill.
o Palana Belkan shared anecdote about enjoying local live arts venues. The venue Palana
Belkan used to enjoy is now closed after facing three months of no revenue because of the

COVID-19 pandemic.
Senator Sherman, District 24

e Senator Sherman said he supports all parts of SB 132-FN.
¢ Senator Sherman said, this bill addresses many critical concerns. There is devastation and

opportunity, but we must support all the areas of the economy that were devastated by
COVID-19.

Summary of testimony presented in opposition: None.
Neutral Information Presented:

Melissa St. Cyr, Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)

¢ Ms. St. Cyr testified on Part ITI of this bill regarding COVID-19, nursing homes and a
long-term care audit.

e Ms. St. Cyr said, the only concern is that the department would have to supply
information to the independent auditor. The information the DHHS collects is
confidential.

¢ Ms. St. Cyr said, if the legislation is meant to override that confidentiality board licensing,
I would ask that there be a confidentiality provision included into this section, so that the
independent auditor would have to maintain confidentiality on medical information,
personal data, etc. When we, the DHHS, do an audit, it is CMS regulation, we are not
allowed to share that information with anybody. We could not give any information to the
independent auditor. We could only provide the ending public report and licensing
number. Anything about inspections is confidential by federal requirement.

e Senator Sherman asked, would there be enough information available to achieve the goal
of this type of audit?

o Ms. St. Cyr said, most of those homes are not certified by CMS Assisted living

facilities are only bound by state regulation, this would not be significantly
Page 5 '



curtailed. However, nursing homes certified by CMS, the independent auditor
~ . — . .. would not be able to receive any private information.
e Senator Sherman said he wants to understand the gaps and how we can help support
these facilities. Where could there be improvement?
o Ms. St. Cyr said, our CMS service group is collecting data. Every nursing home is
very different. Collecting all this info is something we plan on doing across the
DHHS. We ask, were there any trends and patterns? How can we improve care?

KNK
Date Hearing Report completed: February 16, 2021
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Ransom Tailer

Gray Daniel
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Edry Derek

Latham Brandon
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Courto Ann

Kiefner Scott
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Aranson Laura
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February 9, 2021
To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing in support of the section of SB 132 which establishes a micro enterprise relief fund
for small businesses. As one of the 10 nonprofit Regional Development Corporations providing
economic development services to our local businesses, we have developed and run programs
to help these “microenterprises” for a number of years. During the COVID-19 crisis, we have
seen firsthand how important relatively small amounts of grant or zero interest loan funding
can be to these small businesses owned and run by low-and-moderate income members of our
communities.

Early last Spring, Grafton RDC launched a new website assistance program, offering zero
interest 6 month deferred loans for our local businesses to establish or upgrade a web presence
during the shutdown. Soon after, we were fortunate to receive a donation from Citizens Bank
to distribute small grants to microenterprises to help with COVID-related expenses. These funds
were exhausted in a very short time. Many of our local businesses used these funds to reopen
after shutdown and were very grateful for the much-needed help.

Even with the resources that have been made available, many of our small businesses continue
to struggle. The Regional Development Corporations have experience in helping local
microenterprises and are in a unique position to deploy these proposed funds in an expedient
and effective manner. The funding would add an important new resource for the Regional
Development Corporations to use in our efforts to help our smallest of local businesses survive.

Thank you for your consideration.,
Anne Duncan Cooley

Chief Executive Officer
Grafton Regional Development Corp.



Caastal tgonomic Development Corporation

- P.0O.Box 698 Norh Hampton, New Hampshire -03862 Phone (603) 929:9244 Fax(603) 928-3502  viww.coastaledc.org
February9, 2021

Senator Jeb Bradley

Chairman.

Health and Human Services Committee
New Hampshire:Senate

Concord, NH 03301

RE: SB.132
Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

1 write in strong support of Senate Bill 132, particularly the portion that would enaét the “COVID Micro
Eriterprise Relief Fund”.

Coastal Ecoriomic Development Corporation (CEDC) is one of the ten non-profit regional economic
development corporations (RDCs) operating within the State of New Hamp'shite,"I',lil_',e RDC nietwork.has
‘been a strong mode! of economic development delivery for more than25 years, and we lave collectively:
provided services to thousands of small, emerging, and growing businesses over the years. The impact of
our services is felt thronghiout the.economy, and we tailor our services to serve primarily citizers from
low to moderate-income-households, many of ‘whom are émployed at business with fewerthan 5
employees. '

1 would.like to provide one example of a micro enterprise that the anticipated Fund would help:

CEDC has provided a miéroloan to a small aquafarm in Hampton, which' grows and hatvests oysters in
Hampton Harbor and Great:Bay. This business’ product is outstanding, and the oysters were: gaining
popularity in many New Hampshire restaurants at the time the COVID impacts took hold. Most of their
restaurat buyers have closed or have hibernated because of COVID, and the business:has been forced to
search fo hew channels of sales and distribution. They have built an “oyster shack” at Hampton Harbor,
but more is needed. A sophisticated web-based tool would be so beneficial for this business, yét they lack
the funds to create one. 1 believe the Fund outlined in SB 132 would be the perfect solution to their
unique situation. Of course, this is only one example; I could provide several more.

In conclusion, it cannot be overstated how much of a critical neéd this Fund would address.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel R. Gray
President




Hillsborough County Nursing Home

400 Mast Road
Goffitown, NH 03045
David L Ross :
Administrator
Telephone Fax

(603) 627-5540 - (603) 627-5547

February §, 2021

NH Senate

Health and Human Services Committee
33 North State Street

Concord, NH 03301

RE: 5B 132

Dear Senators,

My name is David Ross and I am the administrator of Hillsborough County Nursing Home. Iam writing
to object to one of the provisions of SB 132, specifically PART I Relative to employer payment of
required COVID-19 testing.

I presume that the intent of this proposed legislation is to mitigate an employee or prospective employee
from having to incur the costs of testing. I fully support that intent. However, the language as proposed
in SB 132 requires that the emplover pay for the test. The specificity of this language would eliminate
other funding mechanisms,. such as GOFERR and CARES Act funding, that have assisted with, if not
fully covered, testing expenses.

Furthermore, this language eliminates the employer’s ability to negotiate testing costs and/or direct the
employee to a preferred provider.

275:78 COVID-19 Testing. An employer that requires an employee to obtain a COVID-19 test
shall pay for or reimburse the cost of such employee’s test if the test:[emphasis added].

The cost of COVID-19 testing can vary greatly — anywhere from $5.00 per test to $350 per test. We
have negotiated competitive rates for COVID-19 testing and provide testing to our employees on site at
no cost to the employee. Under this proposed legislation, we would be required to reimburse an
employec for the cost incurred at ANY provider of their choosing - with no ability to impact the fee
structure.



Current NH Law already addresses costs for required this under RSA 275:3

275:3 Payment for Medical Examination or Records Furnished. — It shall be unlawful for any
employer, as defined in RSA 275:4, to require any employee or applicant for employment to pay
the cost of a medical examination or the cost of furnishing any records required by the employer

as a condition of employment.
Source. 1951, 125:1, eff: May 29, 1951.

I suggest that RSA 275:3 adequately addresses the prohibition of requiring an employee or applicant to
pay for testing without incurring an unintended and uncontrollable liability to employers. -

Respectfully submitted,
David §. Roce, WAA

David J. Ross
Administrator



Kirsten Koch

_ _
From: Deanne Sanville <thelilacdragonfly@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 6:37 AM
To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Kirsten Koch; Tom Sherman
Subject: SB 132

Greetings committee members, ¢

I attempted to send this e-mail on Sunday, but due to a'glitch with the website committee e-mail link, it wouldn’t send and
was still sitting in my outbox. I hope my message is not too late...

1 would like to register my opinion on putting multiple items within one bill that deserve to be, and by all rights SHOULD
be, dealt with separately. It is reprehensible that distinct items - there is probably not a single person who agrees with or
disagrees with all of them - would be bunched together in such a way that makes it inevitable that items that are good
must be rejected to reject the bad ones, or that items that are bad will be passed to pass the good ones, simply because they
have been thrown together into one pot.

With such a tangled mess, there is no way to have a sensible opinion on this bill or to take a position on it one way or the
other. As such, it seems to me that this bill should be thrown out until such time as the items can be sorted out to be dealt
with individually, as common sense would dictate. .

Breathe Free or Die,
Deanne Sanville
Acworth, New Hampshire



Kirsten Koch

N
From: Douglas Marino <doug@603forward.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 9, 2021 6:.08 PM
To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Kirsten Koch
Subject: Written Testimony Concerning Senate Bill 132
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: ' Flagged

Thank you Chairman Bradley and members of the committee,

My name is Doug Marino, I am the Advocacy and Engagement Director for 603 Forward. 603 Forward is an
advocacy organization-whose aim is to educate, engage, and activate the youth of New Hampshire to take
political action at the state and local level. I am writing to you today to express our organization’s support for
Senator Perkins Kwoka and Senator Whitley’s amendment to SB 132.

New Hampshire has a rich cultural history and there are many opportunities for Granite Staters to appreciate
arts and culture in our state. There are 3,500 arts-related businesses in New Hampshire, generating roughly
$115 million annually in economic activity, and $11.6 million in state and local government revenue. Those are
estimates that were made by a previous legislative study committee back in 2015, although it is very difficult to
pinpoint precise economic figures on this front.

New Hampshire's cultural sector has suffered greatly during the COVID-19 pandemic. Many arts organizations
and small music venues are facing serious economic hardship as they have had to close due to safety reasons
during the pandemic. Senator Whitley and Senator Perkins Kwoka's amendment ensures that the Council of the
Arts' Declaration of Policy recognizes the critical role that these organizations play in New Hampshire's
economy and culture. I urge the committee to adopt this important amendment. Artists in the Granite State need
and deserve our support.

Thank you for your consideration.
Best,

Doug Marino
Advocacy and Engagement Director
603 Forward
603.686.3283

doug@603forward.org

Doug Marino

He, Him, His

Advocacy and Engagement Director
603 Forward

603.686.3283

doug@®@603forward.org
@Doug_Marino
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belknap economic devaiopment council

10 February 2021

New Hampshire Senate
Concord, NH 03301

RE: SB132

To whom it may concern:

| am writing in support of SB 132 (Adopting Omnibus Legislation on Appropriations), relative to
micro-enterprise grants to Regional Economic Development Corperations.

Belknap Economic Development Council {Belknap EDC) is one of ten non-profit regional development
corporations (RDCs) in the State of New Hampshire. This alliance of economic development
corporations supports our businesses and communities by providing gap financing and technical
assistance throughout the state. We have collectively worked for more than 25 years to support our
local businesses and provide services to meet the challenges and opportunities within our economy.

The funds outlined in this legislation will provide critical grant support to help our local businesses
during this challenging time.

Thank you for your consideration.
Best regards,
Juctin

Justin J. Slattery
Executive Director

383SOUTHMAINSTREET,LACONIA, NHO3246
603.924.3057
WWV/.BELKNAPEDC.ORG



Kirsten Koch

From: Matt Appleton <mattappleton@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 9, 2021 7:38 PM

To: Kirsten Koch

Subject: SB132 support

To Whom it May Concern, -

| have been working full time as a performing musician since 2010. This year has been disastrous for myself, my band,
and all of the people we employ. As noted in the bill's [anguage, our industry was the first to shut down and will likely
be the last to reopen. Month after month | see my show schedule get pushed back. We are now hoping to be able to
resume performing in January of 2022, but who can be sure if that will happen?

The venues that host my band and thousands of other similar performers are in an even worse position. We can hit the
off switch and wait this out, but venues must continue to pay rent and keep up their buildings at the very least. | worry
that when this pandemic finally comes to a close, we will have nowhere to perform.

These venues need our help!

~ Matt Appleton
Saxophonist for Reel Big Fish, Goldfinger, and The Inevitables.

Matt Appleton

89 Arlington Ave

Keene, NH 03431
mattappleton@gmail.com
310.405.1506
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

Thursday, February 18, 2021
THE COMMITTEE ON Health and Human Services
to which was referred SB 132-FN

AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
BY AVOTE OF: 4-0

AMENDMENT # 0452s

Senator Rebecca Whitley
For the Committee

Kirsten Koch 271-3266

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

SB 182-FN, adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.
QOught to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0.

Senator Rebecca Whitley for the committee.



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
Wednesdgy, March 24, 2021
THE COMMITTEE ON Finance
to which was referred SB 132-FN
AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to COVID-19.
Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
BY A VOTE OF: 7-0

AMENDMENT # 1009s

Senator Erin Hennessey
For the Committee

Deb Martone 271-4980



Docket of sb132

SJ 10
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02/05/2021 S Remote Hearing: 02/10/2021, 09:30 am; Links to join the hearing
can be found in the Senate Calendar; SC 10 .
S Committee Report: Ought to Pass with Amendment # 2021-0452s,
02/19/2021 03/04/2021; SC 12
S Committee Amendment # 2021-0452s, RC 24Y-0N, AA:;
03/04/2021 03/04/2021; SJ 6
03/04/2021 S Ought to Pass with Amendment 2021-0452s, RC 24Y-0N, MA;
Refer to Finance Rule 4-5; 03/04/2021; SJ 6
S Committee Report: Ought to Pass with Amendment # 2021-1009s,
03/24/2021 04/01/2021; SC 17 )
S Committee Amendment # 2021-1009s, RC 14Y-10N, AA;
04/01/2021 04/01/2021; SJ 10
8 Ought to Pass with Amendment 2021-1009s, RC 24Y-0N, MA;
04/01/2021 04/01/2021; SJ10
04/01/2021 S Sen. Bradley Moved Laid on Table, RC 24Y-ON, MA; 04/01/2021;
S

04/01/2021

Pending Motion OT3rdg; 04/01/2021; SJ 10
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