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SB 38 — AS INTRODUCED
2007 SESSION
07-0361

03/05

SENATE BILL 38
AN ACT relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage.

SPONSORS: Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20, Sen. DeVries, Dist 18; Sen. Hassan, Dist 23; Sen. Sgambati, Dist
4; Sen. Gottesman, Dist 12; Sen. Reynolds, Dist 2; Sen. Foller Clark, Dist 24

COMMITTEE: Commerce, Labor and Consumer Protection
ANALYSIS
This bill requires that rejection by the insured of certain uninsured motorist coverage be in writing,

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from cwrrent law appears [in-brackets-and-strue

Matter which is either {a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
07-0361
03/05
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Owr Lord Two Thousand Seven
AN ACT relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage.
Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Uninsured or Hit-and-Run Motor Vehicle Coverage; Rejection by Insured. Amend RSA 264:15, 1to read
as follows:

1. No policy shall be issued under the provisions of RSA 264:14, with respect to a vehicle registered or
principally garaged in this state, unless coverage is provided therein or supplemental thereto at least in
amounts or limits prescribed for bodily injury or death for a liability policy under this chapter, for the
protection of persons insured thereunder who are legally entitled to recover damages from owners or
drivers of uninsured motor vehicles, and hit-and-run vehicles because of bodily injury, sickness, or disease,
including death resulting therefrom. When an insured clects to purchase Hability insurance in an amount



greater than the minimum coverage required by RSA 259:61, [his] the insured’s uninsured motorist
coverage shall antomatically be equal to the liability coverage elected. For the purposes of this paragraph
umbrella or excess policies that provide excess limits to policies described in RSA 259:61[;] shall also
provide uninsured motorist coverage equal to the limits of liability purchased, unless the named insured

rejects such coverage in writing. A rejection in writing shall not be required if the
policy was purchased via the internet. If the policy was purchased over the
telephone, compliance shall be satisfied if the insurer or insurance
producer, with the agreement of the insured, indicates in the application
or insured’s file that the coverage was rejected.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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Rep. Matheson, Graf. 4
May 8, 2007
2007-1530h

03/01

Amendment to SB 38

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Uninsured or Hit-and-Run Motor Vehicle Coverage; Rejection by Insured. Amend RSA 264:15,
I to read as follows:

I. No policy shall be issued under the provisions of RSA 264:14, with respect to a vehicle
registered or principally garaged in this state, unless coverage is provided therein or supplemental
thereto at least in amounts or limits prescribed for bodily injury or death for a liability policy under
this chapter, for the protection of persons insured thereunder who are legally entitled to-recover
damages from owners or drivers of uninsured motor vehicles, and hit-and-run vehicles because of
bodily injury, sickness, or disease, including death resulting therefrom. When an insured elects to
purchase liability insurance in an amount greater than the minimum coverage required by
RSA 259:61, [his] the insured’s uninsured motorist coverage shall automatically be equal to the
liability coverage elected. For the purposes of this paragraph umbrella or excess policies that
provide excess limits to policies described in RSA 269:61[;] shall also provide uninsured motorist
coverage equal to the limits of liability purchased, unless the named insured rejects such coverage in
writing. Rejection of such coverage by a named insured shall constitute a rejection of
coverage by all insureds, shall apply to all vehicles then or thereafter eligible to be covered
under the policy, and shall remain effective upon policy amendment or renewal, unless the

named insured requests such coverage in writing.
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Hearing
Minutes



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 38

BILL TITLE: relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage.
DATE: April 25, 2007
LOB ROOM: 302 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10 am

Time Adjourned: 10:47 am

{please circle if present)

Bill Sponsors: Sens. D'Allesandro, DeVries, Hassan, Sgambati, Gottesman, Reynolds and Fuller
Clark

TESTIMONY
*

Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Michael McCardle, representing Sen, Lou D’Allesandro — Introduced the bill.

Michael McLaughlin, GEICO??? — Bill addresses issue of insured misunderstanding whether or
not excess coverage is in fact in place.

Q: Was person who had this problem dealing with Internet?

A: No, excess coverage not available over Internet.

Deborah O’Loughlin, NH Insurance Dept. — Supports the bill. Bill requires notification of
motorist decision not in include uninsured motorist coverage in umbrella. This is due to lack of
requirement to include uninsured motorist in excess coverage-consumer must ask for it. Proposed
amendment from Senator not supported by NHID. Roussos amendment could be supported by
NHID,

Q: Where is uninsured motorist addressed in excess coverage?

A: Traditionally uninsured motorist is included and a waiver is necessary to exclude.

*George Roussos, NH Assn. of Domestic Insurance Companies & AIA -- Supports as amended.
Making it clear that insured has rejected umbrella coverage in umbrella policy.

Q: Do not see the reason for the amendment.

A: Legal cases point to problem with multiple car stacking.



Jim Townsend, Trial Lawyers & self — Supports the bill. Case leading to bill was where
consumer alleged that coverage existed. Bill is just a means of having absolute verification of
uninsured motorist coverage in umbrella policies.

Respectfully Submitted:

-

Stephen P. Spratt, Clerk
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 38

BILL TITLE: relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage.
DATE: April 25, 2007
LOB ROOM: 302 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10am

Time Adjourned: 10:47 am

(please circle if present)

Committee Members: Reps. Reardon, DeStefano, Kopka, McEachern, Butler, J. Hammond,
Houde, Matheson, Nord, Spratt, Warren, Winters, Hunt, Belanger, D. Flanders, Charles Clark,
Marshall Quandt, Matthew Quandt, Martin and Pelkey.

Bill Sponsors: Sens. D'Allesandro, DeVries, Hassan, Sgambati, Gottesman, Reynolds and Fuller
Clark

TESTIMONY
*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Michael McCardle, representing Sen, Lou D’Allesandro - Introduced the bill.

Michael McLaughlin, GEICO??? — Bill addresses issue of insured misunderstanding whether or
not excess coverage is in fact in place.

Q: Was person who had this problem dealing with Internet?

A: No, excess coverage not available over Internet. Hwbmoff@&\ 5T
SNV
Deborah O'Loughlin, NH Insurance Dept — Supports the bill. Bill requires notification of
motorist deuqmn not in include umhrella coverage in umbrella. This is due to lack of requirement to
include umbFélla overage in excess coverage-consumer must ask for it. Proposed amendment from
Senator ndt supported by NHID.; Roussos amendment could be supported by NHID.
Y MoTeli s

Q: Where is um a coverage dddressed in excess coverage?

vwinsured moroe sT
A: Traditionally Wlla is included and a waiver is necessary to exclude.

w50 Fele paToRIST

*George Roussos NH Assn. of Domestic Insurance Companies & AIA — Supports as amended.

Making it clear that insured has rejected umbrella coverage in umbrella policy.

Q: Do not see the reason for the amendment.

A: Legal cases point to problem with multiple car stacking.



Jim Townsend, Trial Lawyers & self - Supports the bill. Case leading to bill was where
consumer alleged that coverage existed. Bill is just a means of having absolute verification of
uﬂj}fella coverage in umbrella policies.

pM"Y ety
Respectfully Submitted;

Stephen P. Spratt, Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 38

BILL TITLE: relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage.
d\ DATE: Py HEARING DATE here} - 3507
6\) LOB ROOM: 302 Time Public Hearing Called to Order:  {Time} /8. 30

¥
W/;‘)r;;b Time Adjourned:  {Time} /0. 4/7
(“(Ay

{(please circle if present)

Committee Members;

Bill Sponsors: Sens. D'Allesandre, DeVries, Hassan, Sgambati, Gottesman, Reynolds and Fuller
Clark

TESTIMONY
5\ *  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.
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Sub-Committee
Actions



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

SUBCOMMITTEE WORK SESSION ON SB 38

BILL TITLE:  relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage.

DATE: May9, 2007

Subcommittee Members: Reps. Maatheson, Flanders, and Kopka

Comments and Recommendations:

Amendments:
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #:
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #;
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #;
Motions: OTP, OT@TL, Interim Study (Please circle one.)

Moved by Rep. Flanders
Seconded by Rep. Kopka

Vote: 3-0

Motions: OTP, ITL, Interim Study (Please circle one.)
Moved by Rep. Flanders

Seconded by Rep. Kopka

Vote: 3-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Matheson
Subcommittee Chairman/Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

SUBCOMMITTEE WORK SESSION ON SB 38

BILL TITLE: relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage.

DATE: @yreads 5 -7

Subcommittee Members: Reps. {Type NAMES}

W\O:‘(\I\ESOW ”\:\(/&V\AU < \C,O?y&_

Comments and Recommendations:

Amendments;
Sponsor: Rep. W\o%lfb("“— OLS Document #:
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #:
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #:

Motions: @OTPIA, ITL, Interim Study (Please circle one.)

Moved by Rep. Ao AAen
Seconded by Rep. \( \R\L o
Ve A0 OTR
Motions:  (QTB-DTP/A, ITL. Interim Study (Please circle one) Rrg() 4 ¢ gomincals d
Moved by Rep. 8=\ Q\e—
Seconded by Rep. \(—"’ﬁ\\(’“ .
Vote: !
50 E1P ceo &,MWJJLA

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. {Type NAME}
Subcommittee Chairman/Clerk
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Rep. Matheson, Graf. 4
May 8, 2007
2007-1530h

03/01

Amendment to SB 38

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Uninsured or Hit-and-Run Motor Vehicle Coverage; Rejection by Insured. Amend RSA 264:15,
I to read as follows:

I. No policy shall be issued under the provisions of RSA 264:14, with respect to a vehicle
registered or principally garaged in this state, unless coverage is provided therein or supplemental
thereto at least in amounts or limits prescribed for bodily injury or death for a liability policy under
this chapter, for the protection of persons insured thereunder who are legally entitled to-recover
damages from owners or drivers of uninsured motor vehicles, and hit-and-run vehicles because of
bodily injury, sickness, or disease, including death resulting therefrom. When an insured elects to
purchase liability insurance in an amount greater than the minimum coverage required by
RSA 259:61, [his] the insured’s uninsured motorist coverage shall automatically be equal to the
liability coverage elected. For the purposes of this paragraph umbrella or excess policies that
provide excess limits to policies described in RSA 259:61[;] shall also provide uninsured motorist
coverage equal to the limits of liability purchased, unless the named insured rejects such coverage in
writing. Rejection of such coverage by a named insured shall constitute a rejection of
coverage by all insureds, shall apply to all vehicles then or thereafter eligible to be covered
under the policy, and shall remain effective upon policy amendment or renewal, unless the

named insured requests such coverage in writing.
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Amendment to SB 38

Amend Section 1 by adding the following to RSA 264:15, I:

Rejection of such coverage by a named insured shall constitute a rejection of coverage by
all insureds, shall apply to all vehicles now or thereafter eligible to be covered under the

policy, and shall remain effective upon policy amendment or renewal, unless the named
insured requests such coverage in writing.

440074_1



Voting Sheets



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE
EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 38
BILL TITLE: relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage.
DATE: May 9, 2007

LOB ROOM: {Type ROOM NO.}

Amendments:
Sponsor: Rep. Matheson OLS Document #: 2007 1530h
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #:
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #:

Motions: 'I‘PIA, ITL, Interim Study (Please circle one.)

Moved by Rep. Matheson
Seconded by Rep. Kopka

Vote: 14-4 (Please attach record of roll call vote.)

Motions: OI'TL. Interim Study (Please circle one.)

Moved by Rep. Mattheson
Seconded by Rep. Kopka

Vote: 14-4 (Please attach record of roll call vote.)

CONSENT CALENDAR VOTE: Regular
(Vote to place on Consent Calendar must be unanimous.)

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Stephen P. Spratt, Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 38

BILL TITLE: relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage.
DATE: femeapry S —9-0%
LOB ROOM: 302
Amendments:
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #:
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #:
Sponsor: Rep. OLS Document #:

Motions: @ OTP/A, ITL, Interim Study (Please circle one) @07 - /J'B’O/
Moved by Rep. Veelicr 2=V
Scconded by Rep. KYPKHA

Vote: (Please attach record of roll call vote.)
/4 —4
Motions: O’I‘P,@ ITL, Interim Study (Please circle one.)

Moved by Rep.  poyip-77preSCrI
Seconded by Rep. /-CV rremt
Vote: (Please attach record of roll call vote.)
4 -4
CONSENT CALENDAR VOTE: {Type VOTE} /é@' Verre
(Vote to place on Consent Calendar must be unanimous.)

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Stephen P. Spratt, Clerk
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REGULAR CALENDAR

May 16, 2007

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on COMMERCE to which was referred

SB38,

AN ACT relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor
vehicle coverage. Having considered the same, report
the same with the following amendment, and the
recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH

AMENDMENT.

Rep. Robert F Matheson

FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: COMMERCE

Bill Number: SB38

Title: .relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor

vehicle coverage.

Date: May 10, 2007

Consent Calendar: NO

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
STATEMENT OF INTENT

The bill as amended addresses a problem in motor vehicle insurance coverage. It
clarifies that if an insured elects to raise his liability coverage, the insured
“uninsured motorist coverage” shall automatically raise to an equal amount. It
further states if this is not desired by the insured then this must be in writing. The
amendment goes on to say rejection will also cover anyone on the policy as well as
all the vehicles on the policy.

Vote 14-4,

Rep. Robert F Matheson
FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




REGULAR CALENDAR

COMMERCE

SB38, relative to uninsured or hit-and-run motor vehicle coverage. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Robert F Matheson for COMMERCE. The bill as amended addresses a problem in motor
vehicle insurance coverage. It clarifies that if an insured elects to raise his liability coverage, the
insured “uninsured motorist coverage” shall automatically raise to an equal amount. It further
states if this is not desired by the insured then this must be in writing. The amendment goes on to
say rejection will also cover anyone on the policy as well as all the vehicles on the policy. Vote 14-4.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



SB 38

The bill as amended addresses a problem in motor vehicle insurance
coverage. It clarifies that if an insured elects to raise his liability coverage,
the insured “uninsured motorist coverage” shall automatically raise to an
equal amount. It further states if this is not desired by the insured then this
must be in writing. The amendment goes on to say rejection will also cover
anyone on the policy as well as all the vehicles on the policy.
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